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THE LOYAL KARENS OF BURMA 


CHAPTER I. 

lNTROD¥CTION. 

Probably few of those who have read the news- 

• ? - 

paper telegrams and narratives df the rebellion in 
Lower Burma, are aware that a neglected little 
nation called Karens, inhabiting the mountains apd 
forests of the province, have been the staunchest 
and^bravest defenders of British rul^.* But for 
the loyalty and courage of the Karens, the rebel 
Burmese and Shans would, in all probability, have 
overrun Lower Bifrma. |Iad the Karens joined 
in the insurrection, the Queen*s Government would, 
in all probability — for a time, at least — have ceased 
to ^xist ; communications with Mandalay would 
have been cut off, and the invading force would 
have been hemmed in by an ^rmed people fired to 
fierce resistance by our reverse in the^south. A^hat 

B 
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catastrophe might have occurred it is impossible 
to say. But it is not unreasonable to predict 
that the disaster would bifve had its co 7 itre-co 2 ip 
on the far-away north-west frontier, and that the 
Je-con^ucst of Burma might have been rendered 
impossible by the withdrawal of all available troops 
to repel aggression elsewhere. Reporters of events 
in Burma have been careful to avoid using the 
ugly word “ rebellion ” in describing the disturbed 
condition of the province, and the term “dacoity” 
— which means robbery generally accompanied 
by murder — has been almost invariably used. It 
should be clearly^uTidcrstood that the spirit which 
is moving the turbulent Burmese is quite as much 
a spirit of revolt as a spirit of plundering. Let 
thb.se who urged the annexation of Upper Burma 
take this to heart and look out for the future. 
The spectacle of a revolt in the province which we 
have ruled for over thirty years is not encouraging 
to those who have on their diand^ the task of 
reducing Upper Burma to submission. The second 
Burmese war, in 1852-53, was a war of annexation. 
The third Burmese war, in 1885-86, is a war of 
annexation and of extinction — extinction, in the 
people’s eyes, both of nationality and of religion. 
The Mandalajr campaign was undertaken with a 



INTRODUCTION. 


3 


light heart, in the belief *that the people of 
Upper Burma wouldWelcome us with open arms. 
Events have proved ''itow ill-founded this •belief 
was. While our army was far away north, on the 
Irrawaddy, a real campaign — and a bloo^j? one— 
was being prepared for us in the low country. The 
people do not want us any more than they did 
thirty years ago. They rose to throw off our yoke, 
and they are still carrying on a guerilla warfare • 
against us. They winced under the pinching and 
squeezing of the king’s Officers, but none the^lcss 
they loved the king. He was the head of their 
nation, the fountain of all the ’honours they* cared 
for, and the defender of the Buddhist faith. It has 
frequently been said that there is no patriotism, no 
ncational sentiment, among the Burmese. Those 
who know the country best will, I am •convinced, 
hesitate to admit this. The inhabitants of Lower 
Burma have undoubtedly prospered under our 

government during the past thirty years. They 

• 

have had good harvests, growing markets, and 
brisk trade. All this they readily allow ; but they 
never bargained for the overthrow of their ancient 
monarchy. Jhey were proud to know that a 

V 

Biirman king somewhere ruled a Burmese people ; 
and the allegiance of thefr hearts w^ given to^ the 
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king — not British Government. Say nay 

who may, the Burmese peoplfc bitterly resent the 
overthfow of their monaraiiy. It has also been 
urged that the war has no religious aspect what- 
ever. TThis assertion, like many others, is mislead- 
ing. The Burman cannot conceive of a religion 
without a Defender of the Faith — a king who 
appoints and* rules the Buddhist hierarchy. The 
" extinction of the monarchy left the nation, accord- 
ing to the people’s notions, without a religion. We 
have^ overthrown the king and destroyed all traces 
of the liingly rule. Naturally they look upon this 
as the'destruction/jPtheir nationcality. Whether we 
have acted wisely history will decide. The step has, 
however, been taken, and we dare not now go back. 
We have to govern a turbulent people inhabiting a 

vast territory of hills and plains, forests, jungle, and 

% 

swamp, impassable to troops during more than half 
the year. Vigour, tact, and skill are much wanted 
in the administration.* But vigour, ^ct, and skill 

* The pacification of Burma will be no easy task, and, unless 
gone about in the right way, may be very proloh^ed and very 
costly. Wc have to deal with an insurrection in which the poongyees, 
or Buddhist priesthood, are taking a prominent part. The poong^ecs 
have found willing instruments everywhere. Liquor, opium, and 
gambling have placed ^n every Burmese village a large number of 
men who will not work and are % terror to the community. These 
men are the da];.e-4^vils of the insurrectionary movement. If these 
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will be of little avail if we have no iSource of 
support in the counfry itself on which we can rely. 

wild spirits can be restrainetf, and if the poongyecs c/ln, by a 
judicious concession, be conciliated, two very important i^xclors in 
the rebellion will be removed. The first of these two e||ds will, J 
venture to suggest, be best attained by (i.) allowing disklrict oflTicers 
absolute freedom for a whole year in determining who arc the 
persons of “ bad livelihood ” in the villages of their districts ; and 
then (ii.) compelling every person found by district officers to be of 
“ bad livelihood” to furnish adequate security from landholders that 
they will keep the peace. In other words, tie down the turbulent 
spirits to the land. 

I venture to think that there is not a district officer of experience 
in llurma wlio could not, wit^iin a few months, make out an 
accurate census of all the bad characters in |}is district^ He has 
means at his disposal which a district officer in India has not. 
Having once got the list, compel seciMrity. If they cannot find 
security, send them to jail. It is cheaper to feed them than to hunt 
them. Give the landhoMers of villages clearly to understand that 
the bonds will be rigorously enforqpd : that, in the event of for- 
feiture, their lands will be sold up. Make this a prior lien on 41 icir 
landed property, and every man will be on the alert lest his bond 
be forfcite<1. This plan wcls tried, in a modified fqrm, with good 
results at the close of the last Burmese war. It has infinitely better 
chances of success now, liecausc — 

(a) There arc many more landholders now than there were then. 
(^) Land is much more valuable now than it was then. 

(r) Every maiWs trade*or profession and every landholder’s fields 
are known now. 

Probably ninety out of every hundred villages — and certainly 
every dangeiipus village — can be thus dealt with. 

The second of the two ends — the conciliation of the Buddhist 
prfesthood — will, I venture to suggest, be best attained by establish- 
ing a Buddhist F^pe at Mandalay. 

In addition to these measures, I would advise permanent embodi- 
ment of a drilled and armed Kasen ifiilitia, and distribution of this 
militia in colonies all over Burma; each colony to live ^within 
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The Kar|:n people are at heart loyal to us, and 
they have proved their loyalty by freely shedding 
their blood in defence of oK^ rule and in the cause 
of order. In the face of neglect and discourage- 
Inent, they have served us nobly and well. The 
wave of lawlessness and rebellion which swept 
over Lower llurma immediately after the Mandalay 
campaign, and which has not yet subsided, was 
foreseen and foretold by one of the leading Karen 
missionaries. He warned the authorities that 
danger was brewing in our^wn province, and offered 
to raise a Karen contingent which would keep the 
rebels in check. Tlie local authorities, however, 
appear to have ignored the danger, and refused the 
offer with something akin to a sneer, with what 
results we now know. 

Until, in.sheer despair, the Karens rose to defend 
their own hearths and homes, the Burmese rct)cls 
and robbers had it all their own way. Troops could 
not penetrate the dense jungles « and. the Burmese 

stockaded villages, and to have special privileges in tl\c surrounding 
lands allotted to them. 

Draw the teeth of the big Shan confederacy by sending embassies, 
adequately guarded, to the various Tsawbwas. Let these Tsawbwas 
be summoned to a durbar, where some inlelligiblft policy regarding 
the relation of the Shan*S tales to the British Government shall be 
enunciated. Let that policy, tl'hatjver it be, once it is clearly stated, 
be enforced. 
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police were cowardly where llicy were not disloyal. 
The Karens are splendicf forest trackers and ruth- 
less pursuers. When^ they rose vengeance was 
swift. They tracked the raiders to their hiding- 
places, attacked and routed them, hunted the 
fugitives from jungle to jungle, and cleared the 
frontier. There can be no question that, with the 
peace of the entire province at stake, 'it would have 
been the boldest and the best policy to array the 
loyal Karens, at the very outset, against the rebel 
bands. A body of five thousand Karen skirmishers 
with General Prendergast’s invadfhg forc^ would 
have cut off the retreat of thc»Bjurmese troops, and 
would have checked the irruption of armed bands 
into Lower Burma. Much of the anarchy which has 
disgraced tJur rule would thus have been prevented. 
The story of the deeds and sufferings o^ the Karens 
in defence of the Queen-Empress’s Ciovernmcnt in 
Burma is a deeply interesting one, and deserves an 
honoured place in«the records of the empire. 

The following letters^ from Dr. Vinton, one of 
their foremost missionary leaders, gives a graphic 
account of some of the achievements of the Karens. 
Like Dr. Vipton, I am an ardent admirer of the 
plucky little nation, and would claim for them the 
recognition which they ^o well deserve : 
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“Rangoon, Feb. 28th, 1886. 

“What with dacoits and the Viceroy, we are 
having lively times. Whila'we are greatly pleased 
with the Viceroy’s visit, we are heartily glad viceroys 
don’t ^ow on every bush, or come once a week, 
for we are all tired out Of course we had our 
Karen arch, etc., etc,, when the Viceroy came. I 
proposed to have a gathering of all the Karen clans 
. so the Viceroy should sec them. This met Mr. 
Bernard’s views, and a special durbar for Karens 
was promised. I sent out- printed notices all over 
Burma* and had the dacoits not increased in their 
depredations, I sl\oirld have filled the grounds of 
Government House. The time of the durbar was 
changed several times; and that, of course, pre- 
vented the coming of a great many. At last the 
clans began to come in. The Burmans were sur- 
prised to find' such crowds of Karens, all in national 
dress/ On the 22nd I had over fifteen hundred 
camped all over my compound, tand nparly all my 
own fellows. 

“ Unfortunately, I had to send back threfe hundred 
men to villages threatened by the dacoits. 

“ The 23rd we got telegrams from Bassein that 
their delegations thought they could ‘honour the 
Viceroy best by aven^in^ the death of poor St. 
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Barbe.’ Maulmain, too, fail(!d me, as ^hcy, too, 
had to meet the dacoits rushing down from their 
defeat at Papoon. StiM, I had twelve hundred in 
all, with school-children packed solid. 

“ I had to laugh when I found they had prepared* 
twenty -five cups of tea for my brigade! I gave 
the tea to the school-girls who sang, and after trans- 
lating the Viceroy’s speech, sent theni nome highly 
pleased at their gracious reception. The vanguard, 
with their flags, was filing into the compound here 
as I left with the roar thtf eastern gate of Govern- 
ment House. The reception will do good. The 
Karens now know the Vicefoy recognizes the 
service they have done in quelling the insurrection, 
and they will be ready for better service. 

“You will have read in the Gazette of the new 
insurrection and poor St. Barbe’s death. This 
started in the Ma-oo-bin district. T^ey dacoited 
the police station at Bo-galay, first killing the 
sergeant anej head constable ; then pushed for 
Pyin-da-yay. on the seasligre, looting the village 
and killing the myo-oke’s clerk. They then went 
over to Bassein, and are now roaring in full cry up 
the hills ending in Cape Negrais. St. Barbe was 
.shot dead without a chance for a fiight He foolishly 
left the sepoys on board th*e tug, and went with 
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but one, policeman ‘and a guide. All three were 
shot. 

“I. don’t repeat newspaper news, but come to 
the discussion of the signs of the times. So far 
•from bemg done with the dacoits, or rebels, the 
real harvest is scarcely begun. There are several 
fresh insurrections just ready to break out, and one 
false step will put the torch to all Burma. 

“ I don’t believe myself a coward or an alarmist, 
but I am warning Karens everywhere that the fight 
has not yet begun. Mr. Bernard told me he would 
arm the Karens in any threatened district if they 
would volunteer. , f can put any number of Karens 
in the field. 

“ Every mission has*promiscd me a levy en masse 
of all the able-bodied men. They all agree to 
refuse all pay and to fight from pure loyalty to the 
Queen. 

“ My fellows don’t want to join the police — that 
is social degradation in Burma — J>ut they are 
ready to fight for nothing till the ploughing begins. 
They say they want no man worth less than a 
thousand rupees in immovable property in the 
fighting line. They want men with somethng to 
lose and something to fight for. 

“The utter collapse ot the police (Burman) is 
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indescribable. They arc afraiQ for their [ives, and 
dare not arrest bad characters or answer the openly 
treasonable talk of the blackguards. 

“Now there is no Upper Burma to retreat to, 
these fellows are in a tight fix. It seems haTd, but* 
the truth is they must simply be shot down and 
hunted to the death. The strangest of all is the 
presence of the poongyecs* on the battle-field. 
This is unheard of in history. 

“ My Karens universally interpret this as God’s 
sign that Buddhism is tb be destroyed for ever. 
They say the challenge^ of Theelaaw could be 
answered by the English GbvBornmcnt, but the 
challenge of the fighting poongyecs can only be 
taken up fitly by Karens andcr their own mis- 
sionaries. "Every village now is full of bows and 
arrows to keep off the dacoits betwecn.vollcys of 
the fire-arms. It is really curious to see how the 
dacoits avoid our Karen Christian villages. They 
have not trie<J it onus. The fighting my men have 
had has been at a distance. The dticoits have 
several times passed among my villages, but with 
scarcely any damage, while the Karens have turned 
out and huntgd them well. The eastern insurrec- 
tion has had all the fight taken out of it My 


* Buddhist priests. 
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fellows Qomplain that they have to fight with their 
legs and not their stalwart right arms. The very 
day of the reception, eight of my fellows came 
on forty dacoits, and hunted them many a mile, 
“capturing four. They laughingly complained that 
they had twice too many men, quoting an old war- 
song, 'Ten to one is only fair play where the one 
is a Karen.’ 

“ Though this is so still, no one can safely go to 
the outlying fields or orchards except with armed 
men. 

t ^ 

“ So far from being daunted, I never saw the 
Karefi so anxiou.**. fbr a 

“ This is just welding the Karens into a nation, 
not an aggregation of "clans. The heathen Karens 
to a man are brigading themselves* under the 
Christianss This whole thing is doing good for the 
Karen. This will put virility into our Christianity.” 

“ Bangoon^^ May 1$! 1886. 

“ I have been driven to my wits’ end to protect 
my villages. I have been dacoit-huntiigg literally 
all the time, and paying my own expenses. Ij)is- 
couragement and officialism have just worn my 
patience thin. The only comfort I have is that 
I h^ve succeeded in protecting my villages. You 
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may judge of the encouragemftnt our Karens have 
received by the fact that fhree Karens have been 
arrested for murder, and two actually tried. Xheir 
only crime was that they had bravely defended 
themselves and villages when attacked. • The 
cowardly and disloyal Burmese police have not 
pulled a trigger, but they do their best to dis- 
courage the only loyal and brave men in the 
province. 

“ Two separate insurrections burst on us at once. 
The one at Shway Gyin was purely Shan. It was 
headed by the Mayankhyoung ancf Kyoulf-kalat 
poongyees. The Buddhist priests have headed 
everywhere, and actually fought themselves — a 
thing unprecedented in history.. 

“ They edit the locks in the Shway Gyin canAl, 
and attacked Shway Gyin in force. ./\fter their 
defeat they took up a strong position 'in the hills, 
and easily defeated Major Robinson’s detachment 

“ They werp at fisst far too strong to be attacked 
by the Karens in their heaS-quarters. The Karens, 
therefore, confined themselves to cutting ofif their 
foraging- parties. They had, of course, few guns, 
and the Gove^iment would give them none, and so 
they set to dacoiting the rebels, and arming them- 
selves with captured gunsT At last, the position of 
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the dacoits became untenable, and they were forced 
by hunger and the cutting off of their foragers to 
move* on Papoon. Here they were met by the 
splendid Karen police of the Salween hill tracts, 
'’and ttie^ whole Karen population of the district. 
They were soundly beaten everywhere. Quarter 
was neither given, received, nor expected, for the 
Karens were furious, and fought like Malays running 
amuck. The rebels were evidently trying to get 
across into Mineloongyec. The Karen foresters 
repjesented to the chiefs* in Siam that the timber 
revenue must at once ce^e if the rebels got across, 
and So the despail'ing Mayankhyoung poongyee 
found the river Salween lined with fighting men 
wherever he tried to <Jross a party. Then he tried 
to cross to the northward into Karennbe, but was 
cut up by4hc Karens on his flanks. Hunger forced 
foraging-parties, and the foraging-parties were 
invariably attacked. 

“ Several poongyees’ heads were bought in, and 
all of course claimed as that of the five-thousand- 
rupee Mayankhyoung poongyee. 

“ I got news, however, that he had been seen 

i 

crossing the hills to Toungoo. I, of course, warned 
our missionaries there, and advised that the 
poongyee be captureef ahw, for I knew that unless 
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we had positive convincing pibof the Government 
would never give the reward to the Karens, 

“ The rebels burst like a torrent on our, poor 
Christian villages. The fighting was hard every- 
where. I can note but one case. The vilfege of ' 
Tha-ay-kee was attacked on Sunday, while the 
people were all assembled at the service in the 
chapel. 

“ The Karens had no arms, but still the dacoits 
dare not attack them in the chapel, but merely sur- 
rounded them, while a few looted the village. 

“ The moment the dacoits left, th% whole village 
rujjhed out and picked up thc*f<;w guns thty had 
hidden in the bushes while they went to church, 
and pushed off in pursuit, picking up recruits from 
the neighbouring villages. * 

“ They fell into an ambush, and their pastor and 
several of their party were shot dead. Though 
outnumbered three to one, the Karens rallied, 
and, infuriated by, the death of their pastor, they 
flew at the dacoits and dfspersed them with great 
slaughter. Finally, the whole rebellion was sur- 
rounded in the Kaw-me-kho valley, near the foot 
of the great r^nge east of Toungoo. 

“ The Karens had few guns in their hands, but 
mostly used spears, shields, *and bows. The next 
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day was 3unday. AYter a lot of trouble I got fifty 
smooth-bores from Mr. I^ernard. These were sent 
up Monday, and Monday night the guns were 
handed over to the Karens. In thirty-six hours 
*they Were on the field, and on Friday the 
Mayankhyoung poongyee was taken. 

“ The fighting was heavy and bloody on the side 
of the dacoits. Hunger had made them desperate, 
and so they fought for their lives. The Mayan- 
khyoung was captured by a woman, who clutched 
him till the nearest picket could come in. 

“ The fight there was specially noticeable, because 
every ’-Karen clan,, except the Pghos, were in arms 
that day. The Pghos are not found on the 
Toungoo hills. Even liie Brecs, our most physically 
insignificant tribe, .sent a detachment 'from three 
days’ march away, though they lived out of British 
territory. Yhe tribes that once were constantly 
fighting each other, now stood side by side. From 
a loose aggregation of clans we sh^l weld them 
into a nation yet. 

“ There was the greatest reluctance to' admit our 
claim to the five thousand rupees reward for the 
Mayankhyoung poongyee. Our prqpfs were, how- 
ever, so overwhelming, that reluctantly the five 
thousand were awardc'd to the despised Karens. 
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'* In no district have the rebels made head amonjj 
the Karen Christians. The Burman insurrection 
that killed St. Barbe started right by my vilhiges. 
I could have stamped the whole thing out with 
fifty Karens, but I had to watch it all cooie to a 
head and burst All I could do was to pour in 
guns into my villages in the vicinity, while the 
dacoits were being tattooed and enrolled. The 
rebels tried every Christian Karen village in 
the vicinity, but, finding the Karens armed Jind 

alert, marched dn. Our Tellows dare not attack, 

• • 

for they would have been ^tried for murder, and so 
the rebels swept on, and armcli •themselves* with 
police muskets and ammunition, and poor St Barbe 
was sacrificed. * ‘ ^ 

“ When tliey got among the Bassein Karens, 
they were promptly hunted out. With the excep- 
tion of the Shw^ay Gyin insurrection, the rebels 
seem to be mostly up-country Burmans, who have 
been down hci^‘ (in Kower Burma) for several years. 
Of course, they are joined by all the professional 
bad characters. 

“ J'he dacoits have succeeded in burning but one 
small outIying*village of mine, but; they met with 
such a fierce attack that that band has not been 

* a 

heard of since. 
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“For* all that tlie Karens have done, I un- 
hesitatingly say that when the danger is over, the 
Karen will be as soundly hated as ever by the 
officials. 

“ r^hr Karen will not shiko * if he can help it, and 
will not have anything to do with those who enforce 
servility. 

“ The Hanthawaddy is the only district in which 
the standard of rebellion has not been raised. 
There we have the Karens enrolled and many of 
thf m drilled, and make ?hings lively at every alarm. 

*■ C 

“ There was a horribly mistake in the translation 
of ]\lr. Ilcrnard’fi amnesty proclamation of the 3rd 
of March. The English version offered a free 
pardon for all crimed committed ‘ before the issue 
of this proclamation ’ (March 3rd). 

“The •rebels are allowed till the 30th of June to 

• • 

give themselves up. The Burmese version reads 
‘ before the above-mentioned date,’ The only date 
mentioned ‘ above ’ is the 30tltof June, This gives 
free licence for every dacoit to do anything but 
murder Europeans up to the 30th of Jyne, 1886. 

“ When I attacked and stormed a dacoit c^mp, 
I found a number of these proclamations and 
letters to the dacojtsj friends, begging them to 
MiTke obeisance on his knees. 
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save all the copies of the proclamation, so ^Jiat each 
dacoit might have a copy to come in on. 

“ Much captured and intercepted correspondence 
shows me that the dacoits argue that as the pardon 
is the same on the 3rd of March as on thi; 30th of ' 
June, they had better take advantage of the extra 
four months allowed them. 

" I first read the proclamation kneeling in a 
dacoit camp by the side of one of my school- 
masters, who had been shot dead in the fight, 

with my fingers dabbled ifi the blood I had va|ply 

• * 

tried to staunch. As I had not seen the English 
copy, can you wonder if I felt s 5 vage enough ? 


“The want of scholarship in Burmese shown 
above is discreditable. Can it have been disloyal^ 
in the translator ? The mistake has caused much 


bloodshed, and much more blood will be shed in 
the coming six weeks before the 30th of June.” 


“Rangoon, July 13. 

“ God has — to use a Karen expression — hung 
thousands pf lives around my neck, and I have had 
har^ work trying to keep my people alive. 

" Eveiythingkhas been done to hipder me that the 
circumlocution office could do, and, even after eight 
months’ hard work and the spilling of^ l<jts of loyal 
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Karen Wood, I am not half armed to-day, and to- 
morrow the Burmese threaten their third insurrec- 
tion* Loyalty such as the Karens have shown 
must be fire-proof to stand what they have borne. 
Would to God we could have one half-hour of such 
a man as Sir Arthur Phayre ! 

“The sepoy has been ‘weighed in the balances 
and found wanting ’ in dacoit-hunting. The Bur- 
man professional dacoit is already learning he is 
fully able to lick the sepoy by harassing him till 
he, is tired, and then pitching into him. 

I*' « 

“ I was lately with a ^Karen levy tied to the tail 
of tfic sepoys. •Steven miles a day was the best we 
could get out of the poor creatures. My levies have 
repeatedly marched fifty miles on a forced march. 

“ Whatever service the Karens have done is not 
one hundredth of what I can get out of them. Red 

« C 

tape is choking the life out of us. 

“ Meanwhile the Burmese are slaughtering each 

other on the plea of patriotisrri, and dare not attack 

the troops or the Karens. Our levies are the only 

\ 

men who have not shown their back§ meekly to 
the rebels. The mere marching of our ‘ red hfads ' 
has kept the l^anthawaddy district clear of insur- 
rection (all our levies wear a blood-red turban). 
Ypur olhpials show an insane jealousy of the 
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missionaries, and seem to be Ashamed tijat they 
have no influence among the Karens.” 

“ Rangoon, July 24, 1886. 

“The rebellion is by no means ended. • The ' 
Burmans must fight, whether they will or not. The 
most dangerous sign of the times is that the 
Burman villages have not laid in their usual stocks 
of paddy for their own use. The disloyal have 
expected to supply themselves from the loot of the 
hated Karen villages. The vacillating have from 
cowardice .sold off their stocks, hopirfg to bu]? from 
the Karens. They said they eoijld conceal* their 
money, but their countrymen would burn their 
paddy if they kept it Thirty-years of peace had 
led them td* suppose that if a man had money f5e 
could always buy food. , 

“ l?rom a deficient crop we have exported more 
than usual, and people are crowing over the deadliest 
sign of the times. .For nionths to come we must 
feed Upper Burma from* our diminished stocks. 

I seriously apprehend scarcity will, just before 
the harvest, force hundreds into crime who would 
gladly keep qiyet I have warned the Government, 
as I have all along, but with the usual result. My 
words weigh no more than Cissandra’s.^ 



22 


THE LOYAL KARENS OF BURMA. 


“Yesl^rday I wa*s horrified to find an official 
memorandum preventing the importation of arms, 
and ordering gun permits to be largely reduced. 
This order will be seized on by the disloyal Burmese 
officios,, and used to disarm the Karens. 

“ I am sending in the sternest protest words can 
frame against such injustice. The Burmese officials 
and non-officials alike arc all gnashing their teeth 
at the Karens, attributing (rightly) the defeat of 
the rebellion solely to those ‘ meddlesome Karens.' 

“^To enable them to disarm the only friends you 

K < 

have in the province is worse than folly ; it is 
treachery. ‘ 

“ Were the sight not so piteous from the blood 
which has stained it, ‘I should have been heartily 
amused to watch your ‘ regulation pattern ’ official 
confronted by the stern spectre of actual war — a 
spectre that ‘ will not down ’ at the exhibition of 
standard red tape and ‘ memoranda ’ written in full 
form on regulation office foolscap. , 

“ The high official has been warned, and he com- 
fortably turns in his chair, and says, ‘ Bother those 
meddlesome missionaries ! ’ and reads over the rose- 

r 

coloured reports of other officials base;^ on the reports 
of his disloyal Burmese understrappers, and calmly 
sajjs, ‘ How can those* impudent fellows know any- 
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thing about the country ? ’ Suddenly he is waked 
from as great a stupor as'^that of Theebaw when, 
hourly expecting the arrival of the captive British 
army, he is told that Prendergast has passed the 
last defences of the capital, and there is notr time • 
even for flight. News comes that the peacock flag 
is raised and the rebels are marching on him, 
leaving blood in their wake, and tfiis dignifled 
British official calmly writes a memorandum ! He 
can ask and get a dozen regiments from India at 
the cost of many lakhs af rupees, but when that 
bothersome missionary raves at hiiJi for gflns to 
arm men who have proved themselves univoi'sally 
loyal, he can’t spend a pice ! A dignified non 
possmnus is all you can get' out of him. The 
Karens could have put five thousand men in the 
field for three months without a pice of pay, and 
cnde'B the rebellion in a way that *would have 
knocked the nonsense out of the Burmans for thirty 
years to come. , 

" A telegram to Madr&s would have sent the 
arms by next steamer (I wrote to find out), but 
non possumus was all the result. Now the Bur- 
mese have been taught the worthlessness of the 
sepoy in guerilla fighting. The* sepoy has been 
‘ weighed in the balances and found wanting.’ He 
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can’t shoot, and takes three hundred cartridges to 

kill a man at point-bladk range. He can’t march, 

and, jvorse than all, he can’t get through the jungle, 

and he is soon knocked up by jungle fever. At 

• the c6st of moving one of those sepoy regiments 

from India the whole work would have been 

finished and much blood saved. 

“These rebellions have been all got up from 

nuclei sent down from up country. 

“ Many a leader — especially the poongyfics — have 

tried to keep their men from robbery and plunder, 

but they havfc found that the natural cowardly 

« 

ferocky of the Burman at the first taste of blood 
could not be restrained. 

“ We are sick at heart at the officialism that 
paralyzes us all in Burma.” 


“ Rangoon, July 26. 

“ The ‘ memorandum ’ of which I wrote has set 
the Karens in a blaze all ov«r Bujma. I have 
felt bound to send a protest — a copy of which 
I enclose. I expect, as usual, a polhe slap in 
the face, giving me to understand (in the m^ost - 
gentlemanly manner) that it is nonp of my busi- 
ness. 

“ The effect of this paper is simply deadly. One 
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of my best men wrote me Yesterday, 'JVe must 
either be killed by the dacoits or join them.’ 

“ We don’t want another sepoy from India* Wc 
only ask for a MAN. To quote James Rus-scll 
Lowell’s poem in Yankee dialect, written *in the* 
darkest hours of our civil war, 

‘ More men / / More men is what ze want ! ’ 

" Even the wealthy well-to-do Burmese help the 
rebels, and openly talk disloyalty. Why ? They 
say it is ^’war for religion, and patriots must put 
up with licence in the soldiers fighting for them. 
Again, not a wealthy family but has lots of sons 
and nephews and relatives wh6 have been gfround 
through your Government dacoit mills, and who 
are in the rebellion^ binding their relatives to the 
peacock fl5g. The same is true of even your 
officials. • 

“The 'dacoit atrocities arc horrible. The un- 
utterable Turk, with his ‘ Bulgarian atrocities,’ 
would have jio chance in a competition with the 
Burman dacoit. Dacoity is reported, you dash off 
at the double quick for a dozen miles, Karen levy 
trotting along abreast, or even ahead of the police 
officer ind missionary on their pqpies ; you come 
in and find that thousands of rupees have been 
taken, the women lashed to platforn)^ and then 
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violated |?y the dac6its in turn, and kerosene oil 
poured over their clothes and set on fire. The men, 
bruised and slashed, have seen all this, and are 
wailing like women around the horrible, blackened 
lumps 'bf charred flesh that were once their wives. 
You are shown where babies have been beaten to 
a literal jelly in those rice mortars, before their 

f 

mothers’ eyes. 

“ Now, wouldn’t you expect that these men 
would be wild to bring the gang to punishment .? 
Wouldn’t you expect to have to restrain their rage } 
Not a'bit. You can’t extort a word to help you 
to huftt the gang* down, and hours of questioning 
give you no hint, though the dacoits have been in 
full possession of the place for many hours of broad 
daylight. One old grey-haired Karen Ibader once 
turned away disgusted, saying, ‘ Christ on His cross 
was not so forgiving.’ 

“ Has this apathy no meaning for you ? If not, 
it is in vain for me to interpret it. 

“ Burman dacoits have taken the measure of the 
sepoy, or rather they have been carefully^ taught it, 
and they now know our weakness. 

“Your military men cannot be mgde to see the 
matter from the Burmese standpoint. 

“^What ^ould the* dacoit fight the sepoy for, 
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unless strongly stockaded, or \he sepoys ^worn out 
by marching.^ He has no loot to gain from the 
sepoy worth the trouble and risk. Dacoits bplt, of 
course, chuckling at their escape, and grinning at 
the jaded sepoys. Sepoy officer telegrijphs a* 
victory, etc., etc., casualties all on our side. Dacoit, 
chuckling, still thinks he has whipped. Both parties 
arc satisfied, for each has gained all he wanted. 
Troops move home, and dacoits re-occupy their 
old position, and go on with their career of blood. 
Newspapers call for cav;i!ry. What use is cavalry 
in Burman elephant-grass or on the*hills *Evcry 
battle merely educates the Buriyan in old Hydcr 
All’s Mysore tactics — ‘ only to fight when your legs 
arc swelled up to the size* of your bodies,’ still 
hearing th^ British drums every time they beat. * 

“Your new Punjabce military police »re even a 
greater failure than the sepoys. 

“You have but one winning card that you can 
play, and it i; the Karen. 

“ Everything that officialism can do has been 
done to disaffect the Karen, and I seriously fear, 
as^do my brother-missionaries, that even our 
endeavours w^l prove fruitless, and even when the 
right man comes here he will have hard work to 
wrest the card back again. * 



28 


THE LOYAL KARENS OF BURMA. 


“ Our pnly hope fe that the cowardice of the 
Burman, and his ignorance of the way in which 
Karens are being treated, may lead him to quiet 
down. If my fears of a fresh outburst next October 
cind November prove true, God alone can help us. 

“My brother-missionaries are calling loudly on 
me to hold on, and let the stern logic of events 
knock a few ideas into the heads of our rulers, 
infatuated as they are. I would do so, but — delay 
means blood ; we must have some speedy adminis- 
tration of justice. Your ‘jails arc full of innocent 

* i C 

men, and there is no one to try them. 

“ The Mayanklijrdung poongyee, that our I^arcns 
sold to the Government for five thousand rupees — 
the leader of the entire? eastern rebellion— has not 
even yet been tried. The Burmese dpcnly and 
tauntingly.say we dare not. 

“ They openly boast that his supernatural powers 
are such that he is only kept in confinement by an 
iron rod, three inches in diameter, tl^rust through 
the calves of his legs. At the request of my 
Karens I went down and examined him in the jail, 
so as to enable them on my authority to deny 
the statement. 

“ Things could have been quieted in six weeks, 
with ordinary foresight and promptitude. It will 
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take six months now for cveii such as Sir Arthur 
Phayre, and longer and longer as matters arc 
delayed." 

[Copy of a letter from Dr. Vinton to the Com-’ 
missioner on special duty.] 

“ Rangooif, July 23, 18S6. 

“To the Commissioner on Special Duty. 
“Dear Sir, 

“ I have just* read your memoratyJum 
of the 8th of July, on^ the proposed increased 
stringency in working the ArinsW.ct. 

" While highly approving the general tone of the 

memorandum, and recognizing the necessity which 

^ * 

prompted it, allow me to make a few representa- 
tions. 

9 

“ I take it for granted that the interest of the 
Government is to. arm every loyal man who can 
defend his asms, afid to disarm every disloyal man, 
or every coward who dare not defend the arms 
entrusted, to him. I respectfully submit that the 
Kjirens have amply demonstrated both their loyalty 
and bravery, and should not be disarmed. 

“The practical execution of your memorandum 
will be necessarily committed to Buyp<;sc officjials. 



30 THE LOYAL KARENS OF BURMA. 

“Thesp Burmese Officials are mortified at their 
own failure to accomplisli anything for the suppres- 
sion ef the rebellion, piqued at the trust shown by 
the Government in the once-despi.sed Karen, and 
'jealous qf Karen success. 

“ They will inevitably use this memorandum to 
disarm and harass the loyal Karens. To prove 
this, I have only to point to the fact that when the 
rebellion was only threatened, the Burmese officials 
at once commenced to disarm illegally the Karens, 
knowing that no one else would pull a trigger 
against the rebels. The Karens protested, and sent 
a delegation to Sir "Charles Bernard, and received 
from him a solemn promise that the Christian 
Karens should not bd disarmed. This promise 1 

im 

plead. To call a Karen away from his "work at the 
present ploughing season means to starve him. 

“ This memorandum will enable the Burmese 
officials to harass the Karens till they ‘ make it all 
right.’ 

“ I respectfully submit that the universal loyalty 
of the Karens, heathen as well as Chris'tian, has 
earned for them a special exemption by name 
from the operation of this memorandum. 

“ The experience of the past bloody months has 
shoirn that ^the Karen invariably has fought 
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desperately for his gun, ancf parted witji it only 
with his life. The dacoits have been armed from 
police stations and disloyal Burmese villages, and 
not from Karen villages. 

“ I have done my best to carry out paja^aph 3,’ 
and issue not less than five guns to a village, but 
there have been no guns for sale. Many of the 
Karen villages have less than five guns, through no 
fault of mine or the villagers, but simply because 
there were no guns for sale. 

“To check the importition of arms before every 
Karen village is a fortress bristling with guns held 
for the Queen by men as loyil *nd brave ds any 
who fight for her, would be a suicidal policy. 

"To make our Karen districts safe we want at 
least one tllbusand guns more. With two thousand 
we could send men to attack outside vthe tracts 
where the Karens are numerous. 

“ Speaking frankly, is it worth your while to 
harass those jvho have stood by you faithfully even 
in the darkest hours ? 

“You will need help yet, for it is premature to 
speak of ‘ the late rebellion.’ I am ready to give 
substantial r^sons for my belief Jihat a dangerous 
crime- wave will sweep over us just before next 
harvest 
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“To pyt the mattdir in a nutshell, I ask that the 
district officers be directed to prevent any dis- 
arming of the Karens. 

“ If you fear to hurt the feelings of the Burmese 
*by an' cypress exemption of Karens, a private 
order would be enough. At least allow me to 
assure the Karens that Sir Charles Bernard’s 

c 

promise that they shall not be disarmed will be 
hold sacred, for they are seriously alarmed at the 
threats of the Burmese officials, and are sending 
their leaders to know whsfc this now danger means. 

“ Yours sincerely, 

“J. B. Vinton.” 


‘ ‘‘ Rangoon, August 2, 1886, 

“Government is beginning to push me about 
Karen levies for the Thongwa district, and I expect 
soon to be pushed on the Pegu side ; for the 
Government and Karens are at loggerheads in 
Pegu. The Pegu Karens fired*thc f^rst shot ever 
fired by the Karens at the rebels. They offered to 
send a levy about the New Year, when' Karen 
levies had never been thought of, and when,^ of 
course, secretarisit officials laughed, at ‘the timid 
Karen ’ offering to fight. 

“^ow thg)j^have been vexed at the arrest of two 
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of their number for shooting dScoits by poJice too 
cowardly to imitate Karen courage, 

“ Now, of course, they say, ‘We had better defend 
our own villages with our own guns, and let the 
Government fight the dacoits with theij j^etted 
police.’ 

“ They are having heavy fighting aroupd Ningyan. 
A private letter from Ningyan, from a British 
officer, says the dacoits got within thirty yards 
of the field-pieces, and were beaten off with 

diffieulty. I only hope fhe reinforcements will 

• • 

arrive in time; for they ^ are besieged, in fact; 
dacoits trying night attacks, hoping to fire* the 
town. 

“ The most extraordinary* reports are rife of 
British reverses up country. Mandalay is almost 
daily recaptured, in rumour, with the mosfr terrible 
slaughter. The Irrawaddy is burdened with British 
corpses, according to our disloyal alarmists. 

“ The limit pf Burmese credulity has never yet 
been measured, and I despair of ever discovering 
it, provided, the lying is only in the direction of 
flattering his inordinate vanity. 

“A Government official told me that not thirty 
miles from Rangoon no one could be found to 
belteve that Theebaw had been captur^.. In what 
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I should call dailfoit newspapers, circulated in 
manuscript all over the country, he is described 
stilly by those who claim to be eye-witnesses, as 
reigning in greater gloiy than before,having acquired 
many n^w titles of honour for the doughty deeds 
of war performed in person on those miserable, 
cowardly K^ullaJis. 

“ News last night tells me that a rebellion in 
posse^ that I’ve been watching for months, and kept 
from bursting several times by marching my levies, 
is .coming on us. Last Aight’s news is that they are 
beginning to assemble, tattoo, and threaten again. 

“ 1 fear we rh'all have to watch this as we 
watched the rising that killed St. Barbe, and let 
it burst, only keeping our villages safe, and letting 
the Government sup its own folly to’ the full, as 
they did with St. Barbe’s insurrection, started 
within a mile of one of our chapels, and which we 
could have prevented with twenty-five men in an 
hour. 

“We are still hampered to death to get arms 
to buy. Just on a technical point thd other day 
I was refused permission to distribute a hundred 
guns I had got out for the Karens., I am now one 
thousand guns short of making the Karen tracts 
sqje. 
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“ I showed a high official yesterday, by evidence 
which even he accepted as correct, that floods of 
ammunition and arms were pouring across Iffie 
Maulmain frontier from Siam for the dacoits. 
Loyal Karens were the only men to be harassed. 
Dacoits could get cheap and abundant rifles of the 
most improved American patterns. T^he Karen 
alone must pay three times ordinary prices for 
guns more dangerous to him than to the dacoits. 

“ Even this failed to break the spell which the 
apotheosis of red tape has Ccist over all Burma.” 

• • 

“ Rarifeoon, August 17. 

“ The Pegu rebellion of Burmese burst near the 
mouth of the Sittang. I was away on the , 
Toungoo hills*; but, though there is scarcely a 
Karen living near where the insurrection 'began, 
my people joined Colonels Street and Strover, and 
fought side by side with the sepoys far away from 
their homes. At the time tl^c whole native popu- 
lation was convinced that the British raj was at 
an end, and .that the only hope of safety was in 
joining the rebellion. The Government was simply 
at an end. Police posts were meekly handing over 
their arms, and myo-okes runningTor their lives. 

“ When the Toongyee detachment mai^fshed dowt> 
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to join- Colonel Strover, they were taunted that 
they were going to add their bodies to the heap 
of slaughtered sepoys. Not a man quailed, though 
taunted with stories of the dacoit invulnerability. 
The' Toongyee church had been four times in 
action before I could be recalled from the Karen- 
nee frontier. This of course drew down the wrath 
of the whole Burman population. 

“ ‘ What business was it of these officious Karens 
to go and meddle They were not even threatened 

by the rebellion. Why should they interfere ? ’ 

' ( 

" The fighting of the Bassein mission was splendid. 
You will find iirn'oticed in the violent crime report. 

“In that report I get special credit for keeping 
the Hanthawaddy Squiet — the only district where 
the peacock flag has not been hoisted. The 
Hanthawaddy is my practical answer to the ques- 
tion of the advisability of Karen levies. I am 
prouder of keeping the insurrection from bursting 
than of an)’^ action we have fought with the dacoits. 
‘ Prevention is- better than cure.’ Here was the 
trouble. No one believed the Karen tould fight. 

“ On the 7th of November, before the troops 
crossed the frontier, the Karens came down from 
the villages where St. Barbe’s insurrection was even 
then stacti flg . I was not at home, but they thought 
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the ease was so urgent that thcy»actually forced an 
entrance at Government House, and begged for arms 
from the Government, or to be allowed to purchase 
They went prepared to offer a battalion one thou- 
sand strong to accompany General Prendcr^ast. 
Their fears were laughed to scorn. You can scarcely 
judge how all Rangoon had lost its head at the 
time. The only fear expressed was that there 
would not be resistance enough to ju.stify annexa- 
tion ! 

“ When I reached my poSt from my sick-bed in 
Amherst, Mr. Bernard thought the Kafens cowards 
to be so easily frightened, buf jaid, ‘We’ll’ let 
them buy their guns just to allay their fears.’ 

“ I don’t believe Mr. Bernard ever would have 
allowed us a'nns had he believed one word of vay 
reports. He merely thought to quiet tlje fears 
of the ^aren cowards. Even after the Karens had 
been in action several times. Government House 
wouldn’t believe Karens could fight. 

“ Before I got back from the Karen-nee frontier, 
my Karens went to a secretariat official in the last 
days of December, and offered a levy. The 
secretariat official was as much astqpished as if a 
rabbit had appeared to him in full uniform and 
demanded a Henry-Martini tifie and offered to 
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fight. ^ Their offer*was, of course, politely declined, 
with a scarcely disguised sneer. 

?The key to all this misconception is plain. No 
one, neither Burmans, Government officials, nor 
any* one, had gauged the quiet work we have been 
doing among the Karens. You know no one 
knows Karens. They won’t talk to these servility- 

I 

loving officials. No one visits their villages and 
sees for himself what education and Christianity 
have done. The ‘ timid Karen ’ has become a man, 
but nobody knew it. * 

“Nad th4t battalion marched due north from 

' • 

Toungoo, with 'British force with them on carts, 
every Burmese soldier could have been disarmed 
and killed or captured As it was, the arms which 
*Sladcn failed to take away were ufl^d against us. 
The anvnunition and rifles were sent down even to 
Rangoon *for sale. I have seen and handled them 
myself. 

“ Thank God ! the ‘ timid Ka^en ’ is now a 
phrase of the past. ‘ Nous avons changd tout cela ’ 
with a vengeance. 

“ In the first days of the rebellion I was talking 

with C , §ind he laughed at pie when I told 

him I would like nothing better than to raise and 
command a Karen corps. After spending months 
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with sepoys and these very leries, and seeing the 
Karens charge, firing one* volley, and throwing 
down their guns and going to close quarters .with 

their huge cleavers, C came and apologized, 

saying he was wrong to sneer at men who^ould • 
fight like that. No one had gauged the unifying 
power of Christianity, or guessed that these loose 
grains of sand (the clans) had been ’welded into a 
terrible weapon. Men will fight when they know 
they are solid, and no traitors among them. 

“ A few weeks’ desperate fighting changed every- 
thing. Captain Parrott was the first^o act. * Long 
before Karen levies were sanctioned, Captain Parrott 
and I had every able-bodied Karen enrolled, and 
seventy of them regularly dnlled. The men were 
whirled all over the district, wherever the dacotts 
were sticking up their heads ; and if ‘ prevention is 
bettfir than cure,’ we won more honour than a dozen 
bloody battles would have brought us. 

“ Without encouragement, the Karen fought his 
way through the sneers of the Government officials, 
till at the durbar, when the viceroy was here, 
Mr. Bernard said to me, ‘ I have never been so 
much astonished as at the Karens fighting so 
well.’ 

“ The reticence of the Karen helped, to disguise 
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him and foster the •delusion of the ‘timid Karen.’ 
« 

Look jit old Thah Mwky, or Myat Koung, two of 
the pien who have most distinguished thcm.selves 
in action. They are quiet, retiring men, with stolid, 
• mask^likc faces that show nothing of what is going 
on under the quiet exterior. No one would take 
them for heroes, sitting stolidly on my verandah. 
See those mert under fire once, as I have, and you 
would hardly recognize them. See their eyes blaze 
then, especially when leading a charge, and you 
will excuse people for not finding out the work 
that Had bccit going on behind the stolid exterior 
of the ‘ timid Kayen.’ 

“ Well, as I told you, the Karen fought his way 
into notice, and dispelied all these illusions. Then 
tffe jealousy of the Government officials of the 
mission Y'^ioted to get matters into their own 
hands, and ‘get rid of the missionaries. The'only 
good service the Karens have done has been when 
they have been let alone. They ^have served 
under their pastors and schoolmasters and here- 
ditary chiefs ; but the moment the first jsoil of red 

i 

tape touches a Karen levy, it paralyzes it, and you 
get no good o/ it. The Burmans around the 
district officer at once try and disgust the Karens 
with militc^ry service, ‘and send the men off here 
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and there on the most ridiculotls wild-goose chases, 
where there is not the sign*of a dacoit. 

“No commi-ssariat for the Karens, whilci the 
Burmans arc feasting on the fat of the land. After 
thus systematically starving the men and mafehing ■ 
their heels off for nothing, the men get surly, 
and are then reported mutinous and di.sobedicnt. 
Karens, marching every day in the I'ain, can’t get 
the waterproof cloaks so freely served out to the 
wretched Burmese police, who never leave their com- 
fortable barrack.s. All rohgh service is shouldered 
off by the police on to those ‘ Karen* dogs,’ and .so 
you find the Karens surly, to say Jhe least. 

“Whatever the Karen has done — I speak ad- 
visedly, and as .solemnly as if on my oath — is not 
the hundredth part of what he co?M do, and wou?d 
gladly do. , 

“ At the same time, I am asked to get the men 
to enlist for Thongwa and Hanthawaddy. Just 
see how I am treated ! My Sniders, which the 
Karens have proudly carried all over the Ilantha- 
waddy and the Tharawaddy districts, are taken 
away, and wretched muzzle-loaders issued instead. 
The Karens felt prouder of thos^ Sniders than 
words can tell, and the poor fellows looked like 
death when they stacked arms for the lapt time on 
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my vergindah. TMfey were promised in v/riting 
other Sniders of a different pattern ; but when the 
muzzle-loaders came instead, the poor fellows 
looked abashed indeed. 

“A%ain, I had ordered all my villages for ball- 
practice, lest, when I called them out, they should 
‘shoot like ^sepoys’ — a phrase that has become 
proverbial in Burma the past few months. This 
exhausted their ammunition (paid for, like their 
guns, by themselve.s). They came down for more, 
but by some ‘new rules’ begotten by the -high 
officia*! alreacly described, they could not buy a 
kernel of powdeu f6r a year. 

“I wrote and explained, and begged that, as I 
was to blame, I might be punished, but not to 
practically disarm the Karens by refhsing ammu- 
nition. 1 offered to stop all ball-practice, though 
the order, I warned them, would be fatal to 
efficiency ; but it did no good. I was informed by 
the same high official that ‘ the* rule piust be main- 
tained.' The powder could only be obtained on 
‘enlistment tickets.’ Not one of the hundreds of 
brave fellows who have served under my orders in 

C 

the Hanthawaddy has ever seen, such a thing. 
What is the result ? Hundreds of Karens have 
gone homg^surly, to *say the least. The Karen is 
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SO terribly clannish you crfhnot scrat(;li one of 
them but the whole clan ^nows it and resents it 

“ That’s the way to get men to serve for nathing, 
isn’t it ? At the same time, I reported to the same 
high official how the dacoits got their arm?, cheat) 
and good — the best American rifles down to French 
carbines. I sent him our missionary to Zuninay to 
describe the whole trade from Banglcok to Yahaing 
and Zuninay, and how the arms and ammunition 
flowed without restriction across the frontier, and 
were openly sold all ovA the Amherst district. I 
offered, if he would give me perTnission,* that I 
would go across and buy up tliQ, arms and ammu- 
nition for my Karens. I sent a certificate from 
the Rev. Mr. Bunker that ‘boxes of five hundred 
military caps, sold in Rangoon for five rupees, only 
cost eight annas in Toungoo — smuggled vid 
Motsyai. I pleaded most earnestly* against the 
loyal Karens being the only ones to be refused 
decent armg and* ammunition, while the dacoits 
were not harassed at all. 

** I might as well have pleaded to a post. In the 
most polite terms, in language expressing the 
highest gratil^ide for the noble scywicc done, I was 
firmly told that the rules were inflexible. It is just 
such polite, gentlemanly, estimable ^n by whom 
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empires c^re lost. B&d men, vicious men, can be 
fought. Such fine fellows for peace times are our 
greatest danger to-day. 

“While I am calling for enlistments, my best 
'men a^d my brother missionaries arc calling a 
halt. Can you blame the Karen if he quietly goes 
off and buys the smuggled ammunition (‘to keep 
it from dacoits,’ one s<iid to me this morning), and 
quietly stockades his villages, and settles down to 
defence pure and simple, leaving the dacoits to 
fight it out ? 

“ The Karens arc beginning to say to me, ‘ Let 
us merely drive thft dacoits out of Karen tracts, 
fighting on our own hook, and not put ourselves 
under the control of the Burmans.’ The Burmans 

I 

now see the mistake they made in pitching into 
the Karens, and are beginning to plead with our 
villages to promise not to attack them, and in3uce 
the Karen to remain neutral. This is an old 
dacoit dodge of many decades’* standing. I fear 
it more than any other. In reply, I am urging it 
on my people that the brutes are not to te trusted ; 
and that when they have eaten up the Burman 
villages, they wHl make a meal the Karen ; 
‘ Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.’ 

“If I coj^y^be let alone I’d have every village 
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trained at ball-practice at tHbir own expense till 
I could always turn out whatever men 1 wanted, 
and at whatever time, and men who wouldn’t 
‘ shoot like sepoys,’ and known to be dead shots. 
This alone would prevent the dacoits cvci^faciiiff 
us. I don’t ask for help or money ; I only want to 
be let alone. Tell me the work to be done, and 
if I can’t get Karens to do it, nobociy else need try. 

“ At one-half the co.st the Karens would gladly 
do the entire work of scouring Lower Burma, and 

relieve every sepoy out* of the city garrisons for 

• • * 

service in Upper Burma. Yesterday morning the 
first corps of Karen levies crdl^ssd the old frontier, 
marching for Ningyan, where the rebels are in 
strongest force. I would uifdertake to march them 
to Mogouri^, far above Bhamo. Under their own 
officers, and commanded by men they J:rust, they 
wilf go anywhere, and do what no troops can do. 
You could put ten thousand such men in the field 
for little moje than the cost of a sepoy regiment ; 
but they must be led by men. 

“ You would be pleased to see the change the 
war has made in the bearing of the Karen. I’ve 
seen him flaynt his national Kasen dress, and say 
proudly, ‘ Yes, I’m a loyal Karen, and what have 
you to say to that ? ’ to the ^roud Bugj^n. 
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“Near a court-houSfe I saw a Karen chief in full 
dress. He had brought Sown some dead dacoits. 
A dandy Burman, all in silk, with gold watch- 
chain, tried to crowd him off the road as usual. 
The KSrcn pushed him contemptuously out of the 
way, and sternly said, ‘ Let that teach you to 
make way for the Karen “ thin daing ” hereafter.’ 

“ Yesterday T got word that the siege of Ningyan 
was raised, and the beleaguering force was stream- 
ing down into the Toungoo district. Konee, with 
fifty of a Karen levy, afone was left to oppose 

them. He had tut up one of their foraging-parties; 

• 

but, as the Burmese; tvere in overwhelming force, he 
was obliged to try the same tactics I noted about 
the Mayankhyoung — decline action, and cut up 
forftging-parties till he gets the rebel* down to 
numbers h^ can fight at close quarters. 

“ To-day c6mes serious news from the Rev. Mr. 
Bunker, who has fought so well all through. He 
writes, ‘ Shans just in declared last ni^ht that all 
the Shan people, even Mobyae (heretofore our 
staunch ally), joined the Myin-Zainy prince against 

c 

the English, and that in the recent battles around 

r 

Ningyan the soldjers in uniform were^Shan forces.’ 
There seems to be little doubt about this, for I 
hear from other sources that such soldiers were 
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seen in the battles about NiiJgyan. If it is true, 
it is a bad outlook for Crovcrnmcnt. A Karen 
just arrived from Ningyan tells me the same story, 
though he doesn’t know that I have the news from 
other sources. 

“ Piteous letters were received from the Mobyac 
Tsawbwa last December. They came to our 
mission, and were forwarded, with translations, to 
the secretariat. He said he should be forced to 
join a league of the Shan Tsawbwas against u.s, 
unless he were supported. Now, it appears, his 
fears have proved true. Neglected “by us, he has 
been obliged to join our foes. , If we have the 
Shans on top of the Burmans, we shall have a job 
for Sir H. Maepherson next cold weather, I can 
assure you.* Till we can give up harassing ofir 
friends and petting our foes, we may as, well give 
up hbping for success. • 

“ Karens laugh at me when I tell them Sir 
H, Maepherson is .going to ‘scour Burma’ next 
year. They say the dacoits will hide their arms, 
send their chiefs into the jungle, and meet the 
troops, and be good boys till the army passes, and 
then go ahead again at their norjprial business of 
dacoity. In both previous wars the professional 
dacoits, the Thugs of Burma; retreatec^o what we 



48 


THE LOYAL KARENS OF BURMA. 


left them of Upper* Burma, and were amply pro- 
vided for by the Burmese Government. Now there 
is no retreat, and there will be no peace till the 
last head is sent in. This sounds queer from a 
'Christian missionary, but it is the truth- You 
can’t attack dacoity organized into a system for 
centuries by, ordinary process of law. You must 
regard it as a system akin to an exaggerated 
Thuggee, and act accordingly.” 


“ Rangoon, Augibst 24. 

“ I am in a perfect dufl all the time about that 
fatal memorandutTi* I told you of. At the same 
time that I am praised to the skies> I am simply 
slapped in the face every day, and harassed till I 
am ready to hang myself * 

“ The 'Karen deputation waited on a ‘ high 
official ’ here, and protested as vigorously as f had 
done. It did no good whatever. He was full of 
fulsome compliments on wheft the* Karens had 
done, etc., but a magnificent non possumus was all 
they, I, or other missionaries could get but of 
him. , 

“ Meanwhile ‘the work goes on* . Karens are 
ordered all over the country to hand in their arms 
to .£»m^.r2KjqfficiaIs. In ever so many villages, 
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though they have been months* waiting, they have 
not the requisite number (five) of guns, simply 
because there are tto arms for sale. Guns ‘are 
therefore confiscated, unless they ‘ make it all 
right’ with the Burmese officials. 

" My indictment is — 

“ I. We warned the Government on, the 7th of 
November, 1885, by Saydh Too-Thah, at the secrc- 
tanat, of the insurrection that killed jjoor St. Barbe. 
I was not even in Rangoon at the time. The 
urgency was so great lhaf the old man actually 
forced his way into Government House, though 
I was expected only two days aficr, and pleaded 
for Government arms and ammunition. 

“ On my return I, after wefiks of hard fighting, 
got permissioTi to arm my people. I did so, and 
so the insurrection, though starting right* among 
iny viTlagcs, never did us any damage,* but went 
over to Bassein, and was crushed by the Basscin 
mission. Warnings* of the other insurrections 
were as contemptuou.sly treated, but our mis- 
sionaries backed me like men, and we saved our 
Christian Karens. We point with pride to the fact 
that every insurrection has been •smothered in 
blood whenever it came into a Christian tract, while 
the Government has not quelletl one. 
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“2. To do this Vc armed ourselves at far more 
than treble price. I scarcely dare think of what 
God will say to these firms that have coined money 
out of thc.se poor wretched Karens, impoverished 
by tlie dacoits, unable to get a Government gun to 
fight for their Queen with, and in danger of their 
lives every jday from the rebels. 

“To illustrate the case of thousafids, I mention 
one whom I helped yesterday. After three months' 
hanging round Government offices, begging for a 
pprmit which the chief* commissioner had peremp- 
torily ordered^ he got; his permit. More than a 
month has tlic. poor wretch been hanging round 
Rangoon to get a ‘ permission to purchase.’ Yester- 
^day I happened to' go into the town magistrate’s 
office, and, of course, a few wordS of ‘vigorous 
Yankee dialect’ (I wa.s too mad to talk English) 
got me the required papers. 

“ The poor fellow cried like a child, and knelt 
before me (you know how mBch aJCaren must feel 
to do this). He had been a prisoner to the dacoits, 
and a cross was made for his crucifixion. The 
dacoits took pains to make the cross Christiap, and 
not Burmese* pattern, and he only escaped when 
the moment had arrived for his crucifixion. He 
had no ti^a of escaping with his life, but hoped 
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to win an easier death thaiJ crucifixion. He 
had three shots fired at him within six feet, and 
plunged through the entire gang, cutting -and 
hacking at him with their swords. This man had 
‘ served ’ in the field under my own eye in the 
most gallant manner, and yet this was the treat- 
ment he had received from your Br|;;ish idol of 
red tape ! 

“ 3. Though w’e have served our Queen with our 
own arms, purchased at rates that would satisfy a 

Shylock, we have earned no exemption whatever, 

• • 

and must be treated like the universally disloyal 
Burmans. When I got the pcrn?it*from the magis- 
trate here, I went over to Scott and Co.’s and 

bought a Brummagem fifteen-Shilling gun, and paid 

• 

fifty rupees fbr it. I have lately sold the Govern- 
ment two hundred guns far better for fifteen rupees 
apiece. 

“ 4. Whatever we have done for which we are so 
extravagantly .praised is not one-hundredth part 
what we can do and will gladly do if we can only 
be let alone.^ 

“ 4. We can easily garrison all Lower Burma at 
far less than orip-third of the present cost ; that is, 
with the exception, of course, of the cities. 

“6. We can send detachments wipi* troops to 
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Upper Burma if required. Such detachments 
would not, of course, be as efficient as in Lower 
Bufma, where the men are acquainted with the 
country. 

NOW. 

“ The Karens arc surly because the men that 
have served for months and months without pay, 
arc told that they are not ‘ Karen levies ’ because 
they have received no ‘ enlistment tickets.’ They 
have seen their comrades shot down by their sides. 
Some carry dacoit bullets in their bodies, and 
others can show ghastjy wounds, but they are not 
* Karen levies '< till they show their ‘ enlistment 
tickets.’ Had I waited for these, the Hanthawaddy 
district would have' been in a blaze like all the 
other districts. 

“ I have exhausted my powder practising my 

t f 

villages, lest they ‘ shoot like sepoys.’ I am 
to-day refused the privilege of buying powder at 
Karen expense, to make my fticn ‘ efficient,’ till the 
requisite amount of red tape has been reeled off 

“ Can you wonder hundreds of Kareijs ^avc gone 
home ? You know a Karen never st9rms ; 
he goes home'^sulky, and when yov want him — he’s 
like the Irishman’s flea. 

“As I*w/ote you, the country is flooded with 
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incendiary papers. I warned aW of our men that 
the rebellion would soon t)e rising the printing- 
press. Some of the last manuscript papers I inter- 
cepted told me plainly they were hoping for a 
printing-press. I have not seen the papers Vilh 
my own eyes, but a friend has seen three issues 
printed in Rangoon. This dacoit seed will bear 
a bloody crop if it is watered by the* present im- 
becility. 

“This is the busiest season of the year, as you 
well know, when I can scarcely get a sight of my 
people in ordinary years. Now they are swarming 
to town to beg for arms — nevef ^ anxious as at 
present. I have officially reported that our mission 
is now a thousand guns shott of making things 
safe, and two»thousand short of being able to give 
efficient aid, yet nothing is done but to harass the 
lives out of us, when ail we want is to anh ourselves 
at exorbitant expense even to serve our Queen and 
country.” 


“ Rangoon, October i, 1886. 

" I have just reached home from an enlisting 
tour, undertake^ to pick three hundred men from 
six hundred volunteers. 

“ There are too many villa|^es of Kaaens being 
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dacoited in the noi'ch of Sittang for me to be able 
to distinguish one fpom another. 

“Bunker (the hero of the Mayankhyoung 
poongyec fights), our man at Toungoo, had come 
down to consult me, and had to bolt home because 
the dacoit troops now besieging Ningyan had 
been making forays for provisions across the old 

I 

frontier north-cast of Toungoo. Several villages 
had been dacoited, and Bunker rushed home to do 
his best without ammunition to defend himself 
(wp regard our flocks as ourselves). I have not 
received particulars of„the raids, but merely find 
out that the dacoit troops (I use the words advisedly) 
now besieging Ningyan are so numerous as to 
have eaten up all the food procurable in the valley 
of the Sittang, and that, rather than give up the 
siege, they have sent their foraging-parties out 

t t 

among our poor half-armed Karens, defenceless for 
want of ammunition. I find the following letter 
from Bunker on my table, dafbd the 28th of Sep- 
tember : — 

“ ‘ Dear Vinton, — Ningyan is truly Jn a state 
of siege. The agent of the B.B.T.C. has just informed 
me that his slcam-launch ran the blockade both 
up and down, and that in going up one sepoy was 
killed ancf 'seven wounded seriously. They were 
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fired at with jingals and rifles. » Steamers will not 
run till the blockade is brolftn. One Bhoda rajah 
is in command of two thousand troops, and seems 
to be well armed, and has plenty of ammunition.' 

“ Bunker adds he has no doubt the police igivc 
their ammunition to the dacoits by understanding. 
He says — 

“ ' At a recent raid on dacoits at Ningyan, the 
military officer was obliged to take a civil officer so 
called, a Burman myo-oke. 

“ ‘ When he had his tro®ps ready to charge, or 
about ready, this myo-oke discharged his ^iece 
twice, and warned the daemts, and^ they all got off 
scot free. He was arrested, but not shot. 

“ ‘ I have sent up fifty I^d Karens, and the 
B.B.T.C. want twenty more. They seem to be 
doing very well.’ ^ 

“ This Bhoda rajah and another Dhamma rajah 
have full swing in the whole Sittang valley, and 
the troops are simply powerless. I scarcely dare 
write what I hear about the state of things between 
the civil and military departments. No military 
officer can march on the foe without a civil officer. 
This is often a jjuppy of a Burman^ both a coward 
and disloyal to the core. Not a shot can be fired 
till the civil officer permits it.* 
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“ My sincere bciicf is that more than half of 
the Burmese officials ^&iIl do all they can for the 
reb^lion. Only one myo-okc has openly joined 
the rebellion, for they can be of so much more 
service to their friends by sending intelligence and 
ammunition as at present. This Bhoda rajah to 
whom Mr. Bunker alludes is issuing commissions 
to hold offieft in Lower Burma. Five such com- 
mi.ssions have been captured by Karens. We shall 
have it hot in November. I am stockading my 
villages, and enrolling tlicm. The worst of all is 
the want of* ammunition. To get a pound of 
powder, a Karei^nlust get first at his own deputy- 
commissioner. This costs time and money for 
bribes, without whicli»no Karen can get anything 
ffom a deputy-commissioner, through the ring of 
Burmese, understrappers. Then he must come to 
Rangoon a'hd get a second order. This has*often 
taken a week, for if the slightest ruffle in the red 
tape can be detected, delay results, ^he other day 
a permit was impounded for about a week, because 
the deputy-commissioner had used th^ wrong 
printed form, and had corrected it with the pen ! 

“ The thing is simply intolerable .when you even 
think of the distances the men must march, the 
days they • must waif, and the money they must 
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Spend to get a single pound "of powder. They 
are allowed no more for a whole year. Be pre- 
pared next to hear of Karen cowardice — giving up 
their arms as meekly as police. 

“ Can you fight for your gun without amftiuni- 
tion } I can’t. 

“ I’ve warned Government that I have not 
powder to defend my guns, and yef, while I am 
personally responsible for their safety, I can’t get 
powder without all this circumlocution. The danger 
to-day is too great to bfing all the able-bodied 
men to town, after marching a week (?r two to find 
a deputy-commissioner, and th6n«to wait as they 
do in the Rangoon office. 

“ Meanwhile, the dacoits (Sin get plenty of the 
best American rifles dirt cheap — ji quarter oT 
Rangoon prices — and all the powder and istps they 
want, Across the Siamese frontier. The 'authorities 
think this source has been blocked, but my Zuninay 
correspondent^ tell me of large shipments arriving, 
and being promptly sent off to their destination. 
No one is to be harassed but loyal Karens. 

“At a large meeting held on the 29th, the Karen 
leaders told me^that the poongyees were tattooing 
their men, and assuring them of the safe arrival of 
plenty of arms and powder. • 
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“If we could be "as well treated as the dacoits 
we could fight ; but, while disloyal men get their 
arm» and ammunition good and cheap, we are 
harassed beyond measure. 

" "rtie oppression of the punitive tax on Karens 
seems to be confined at present to the Tharawaddy 
district. 

“ I dare not tell the Karens of the Government 
letter. They are far too indignant as it is. 

“To boil down my huge Karen correspondence, 

th^ Karens all over Burma that have heard of the 
* ^ « 

action in Tharawaddy all resent it, and many speak 
of it as base ingratitude, after all they have done 
and suffered. All express the gravest apprehen- 
sions of Karen defeat* from the sore want of am mu- 
nition, now scarcer than gold. I shill not blame 
my people if they supply themselves from the 
dacoit source of smuggled ammunition. I* have 
fought this source of supply for twenty-five 
years. I regard the present policy, of practically 
disarming the Karens as far more dangerous than 
any prince pretender to the throne, and, its authors 
are far more dangerous to the peace of the country 
than any body«of dacoit troops nowithreatening us. 

“ The minute the troops attack the Bhoda rajah, 
he will b6lt^ away to the Toungoo hills among 
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our Karen Christians, like ftie Mayankhyoung 
poongyee. 

“ He has no other course open to him, for he has 
eaten all clean before him elsewhere. Then we 
shall be asked to act as we did with the Mayan- 
khyoung. We can't do it, for we are not a 
hundredth part as well prepared for it now as we 
were then. 

"Bunker has written to the authorities that the 
Bghais alone arc four hundred guns short of being 
safe, let alone giving efficient help, as they wQpld 
gladly do. Worse than all, the few guns they have 
only invite attack, because of the llrant of ammuni- 
tion ! Every one of our American missionaries is 
in the same box. Our Karens’say it is an organized 
attempt to tSrnish and snatch away the laurels we 
earned by last season's brave resistance* all over 
Burma. 

“It is a serious question, gravely raised by old 
and cool-headed Karens, whether it is not really 
best to submit to being disarmed in toto, stockading 
and hghtiijg with our bows alone. Some argue it 
werf better to do even this than to pretend to fight 
and be forced* to give up your gflns for want of 
powder.” 
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The following bri6f but stirring testimony to the 
fidelity and valour of ^the Karens, given in an 
official report by the Inspector- General of Police in 
Burma, will prove how well-founded is the faith 
in his' people, which Dr. Vinton so often reiterates 
in his letters, and how natural and how just is his 
indignation at the treatment which they seem to 
have received at the hands of the Government : — 

“ I would also desire to bring to the favourable 
consideration of Government the splendid work 
dot^e by the Rev. Mr. Nichols and his Karens. Mr. 
Nichols himself, at the expense of great personal 
discomfort, joinod ' one of the pursuing parties, 
while his Karens acted as scouts and advance 
guards to them all.“ They on more than one 

I 

occasion attacked the rebels unaided, "killing some 
of them ^ but I regret having to record that a 
small party, in their zeal to overtake the rebels in 
a country unknown to them, w'ei-e surprised and 
slaughtered. Out of fifty-five»Gov^nmcnt arms, 
w'hich were made over to the Karens who volun- 
teered to assist Government, . they returned fifty 
at the end of their campaign, the remaining five 
being taken from five of them at ^he expense of 
their lives.” 

These letters from Dr. Vinton need no comment. 



INTRODUCTION. 


6l 


They tell a tale which, to Say the least of it, 
does not bode well for the future. Let those who 
arc charged with the government of the country 
take them to heart Dr. Vinton’s feelings may pos- 
sibly have been a little embittered by the coldness 
of the authorities towards his pdbple, and hence, 
perhaps, the severity of some of 'his remarks. But 
his facts are clear and plain. It* is high time 
that the British people lent their ear to the plaint 
of the Karens and redressed the wrong done 
them by the listlessness "and neglect of our own 
Government. Notwithstanding their nobfc ser- 
vices in 1852-53, when the British troops were 
hard pressed, they were left altogether out in 
the cold, the good work "they did was never 
acknowledged, nothing was done for them. Tfie 
missionaries alone stood by them, kept them loyal, 
and ^ave been fighting their battles ’ever since. 
The fears which Dr. Vinton expresses in one 
of the letter^ whiah I have quoted above — that 
what occurred after the war of 1852-53 will occur 
again now ; that, after profiting by the loyalty, 
devotion, and bravery of the Karens, the British 
Government wjll again forget then — are likely to 
be realized unless the English people come to 
their rescue. 
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It Struck me that I might render the Karens a 
humble service by describing their origin, customs, 
and. singular character, and by endeavouring to 
interest my fellow-countrymen in their behalf, 
Burn&a is popularly supposed to be peopled by 
Burmese only. Few, save British officers who 
have been brought into contact with them, know 
much about 'the sturdy little Karen nation, which 
lies wedged in between the masses of Burmese 
peopling the mountains and forests. The striking 
contrast between thei? high courage and the 
cowardice of^ the Burmese in the recent disturb- 
ances, their loyalty and devotion to the Queen 
whom they have been taught to revere, would of 
themselves have beeb sufficient reasons for letting 
their interesting story be widely know'n. But there 
is more, than this. The Karens are a peculiar 
people. They cling to their national traditions 
tenaciously. They remember the long and grievous 
oppression of their former Barmesp rulers. The 
natural antipathy to the Burmese has been handed 
down from father to son ; and to this day, despite 
the solvent tendency of British rule, the Karen 
holds himself* entirely aloof from his Burmese 
fellow-subjects. 

But it ts jn the remarkable religious character 
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and history of the Karens thak the deepest interest 
must centre. Their traditfbns of the elders, telling 
of a God who had long ages ago confided. His 
Sacred Word to them ; of their faithlessness in 
losing hold of this Sacred Word ; their aspiAitions 
to recover it ; their enthusiasm when, more than 
fifty years ago, the gospel was first preached to 
them by the white man, whose adfent had been 
for generations predicted ; their extraordinary 
aptitude in discerning and assimilating the doc- 
trines of Christianity ; th( almost miraculous suc- 
cess of the American Baptist missioharies laoth in 
Christianizing and in civilizing* l^cm ; the growth 
of what may be said to be a really indigenous 
Christianity and a high civilization ; and the 
almost undisturbed harmony between the heathen 
and Christian Karens, resulting from conynunity in 
their* religious traditions and the feeling of partner- 
ship in the Christian revelation, arc all subjects of 
profound interest to the student of social science 
and religious history. 

During a five years’ residence in Burma, from 
1829 to 1884, I learnt a great deal about the 
Karens, both Jjrom themselves and •from their mis- 
sionaries and pastors. I saw them in their moun- 
tain homes and in their seclbdcd dwellings on the 
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plain. My interest in them was early aroused, and 

has never ceased. Keen personal sympathy with 

the 'race and a desire to awaken interest in their 

behalf have prompted me to attempt the present 

narrative. It is not often given to witness such a 

remarkable development of national character as 

has taken place among the Karens under the 

influence of Christianity and good government. 

Forty — ay, thirty — years ago they were a despised, 

grovelling, timid people, held in open contempt 

by, the Burmese. At the first sound of the gospel 

message they sprang to their feet as a sleeping 

army springs ta the bugle-call. The dream of 

hundreds of years was fulfilled ; the God who had 

cast them off for thefr faithlessness had come back 
( 

to them ; they felt themselves a naticfti once more. 
Their progress since then has been by leaps and 
bounds, all from an impetus within themselves, and 
with no direct aid of any kind from their rulers ; 
and they bid fair soon to outetrip i;heir Burmese 
conquerors in all the arts of peace. 

In writing the story which these chapters ^contain, 
I have made no attempt at literary finish. ^ My 
leisure is scanty, and I have not ^cen able to do 
more than piece together the fragmentary notes 
taken at b^d times* and places during my five 
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yeans’ service in Burma. I daim no literary merit, 
therefore, for the book, and trust that readers will 
find compensation for defects in style and arrange- 
ment in the facts of interest which I have en- 
deavoured to bring together. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THEIR OkiGIN, LANGUAGE, AND PHYSICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS. 

A NUMBER of theories have been put forward 
regarding tjie birthplace of the Karen nation. 
Some say they are a Thibetan race ; others assert 
that they came 'from the north of China ; a third 
supposition is that they arc the aborigines of 
, Burma; and a few enthusiasts, fascinated by their 
remarkable God traditions, have been bold enough 
to declare that they arc one of the lost tribes of 
Israel. It appears certain that they are not the 
aboriginal inhabitants of Burma. Their own tra- 
ditions tell of a “ river of running sand ” which they 
had to cross, and of the great tribulations which 
they endured in crossing it. The Kareits regard 
the “ river of running sand ” as an immense quick- 
sand, where Ihe sands roll like (the waters of a 

river. Fa Hian, the Chinese pilgrim, who visited 

• • 

India about the fifth century, describes the great 
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desert north of Burma, between ^hina and Thibet, 
as a river of sand,” and in the Chinese map of 
India this long tract of desert is marked “ quiek- 
sands.” The prominence given in tradition to the 
crossing of these sands shows that the movement 
must have been a difficult and important one for 
the race. The wilderness of sand was evidently 
the desert between China and Thibet, which the 
Chinese pilgrim describes thus : “ There are evil 
spirits in this river of sand, and such scorching 

winds that whoso encountcreth them dies and noqe 

■ • 

escape. Neither birds arc, seen in the air nor 
quadrupeds on the ground. On efery side as far 
as the eye can reach, if you seek for the proper 
place to cros.s, there is no other*mark to distinguish 
it than the skeletons of those who have perished 
there.” The Karen traditions describe it as a 
” fearful trackless region, where the sands rolled 
before the wind like the waves of the sea.” Malte 
Brun, on the authority of Marco Polo, says, “ The 
country of the Caride is the south-east point of 
Thibet, and perhaps the country of the nation of 
the C^riaincs, which is spread over Ava” 

It seems very probable, then, that the Karens arc 
a people from the borders of Thibet, who crossed 
the great desert of Gobi into China,, aftd found 
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their way by gradual descents into Burma. They 
claim a common descent with the Angami Nagas 
of Assam, and there is much in common between 
them and the Khyens and Kakhyens of Lower and 
Upper Burma. It cannot be ascertained what were 
the causes of their migrations, or when they ap- 
peared for the first time in Burma. In the “ Life 
of Monsignor Percoto,” the first Italian missionary 
to Burma, we read that Father Nerini found " wild 
populations styled Cariani (Karens) living sepa- 
rately from others, and' in full liberty.” This was 
about A.D. 1740. But, they had been then settled 
for generations in the country, and were looked 
upon as savages. It would appear that, after 
^crossing the river oV running sand, the Karens did 
not march at once into Burma, but settled down 
on the* borders of Western China, and. from the 
colony of Jews there, in all probability, learnt the 
“ Traditions of the Elders,” the coming back of 
the White Book, the return "of the long-expected 
Messiah, and the roll of parchment or skin to be 
brought to them by the white foreigners. Their 
traditions point to a desperate blood-feud which 
arose betweeh two branches of jtheir race whilst 

living in China. The Chghaws • (or male) branch 

( 

* Pronounced Sgaws. 
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had a great dispute with the Pghos* (or female) 
branch about a fine which th'fe latter were adjudged 
to pay for having murdered one of their own chiefs 
called Pu Tha Get. The Pghos refused to pay the 
fine, upon which the Chghaws prohibited sociefl in- 
tercourse and intermarriage between the two 
branches. This sundering of two branches of the 
nation was widened and intensified Ify periodical 
warring and reprisals, till eventually the Pghos had 
to leave China altogether, and marched down 
southward into the plains* of Burma. The third 
branch of the nation, to which the Karen-nees, or 
Red Karens, belong, is called “ Bgliai.” The Red 
Karens assert that sixteen or seventeen generations 
ago they were driven from a rdgion in the kingdom 
of Ava, and that they were part of a Chinese army.* 
This account of their origin seems not impsobable ; 
for about A.D. 1400, to which their account would 
take us back, the Chinese invaded Burma, and 
were twice defecated and driven back. 

It would appear, then, that of the three branches 
of the Karen nation the Pghos were the first to 
enter Burma. They had been driven from Western 
China by the Chghaws, and in their«retreat south- 
wards appear to have followed the course of the 
• Pronounced Pwos. 
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Salween river. Leaving a few scattered bands 
behind them near 'foungoo, they turned south- 
eastwards towards Siam, and then crossed over to 
Mergui, whence they spread again north and north- 
west by the coast-line, finally settling down along 
the deltas of the great rivers. The war-songs of 
the Chghaws relate that they “ drove the Pghos to 
drink brackish water.” Hence it is that we find 
the Pghos occupying the great sea-board belt from 
Mergui and Tavoy to Moulmein, and thence, with 
oyly a single break near Rangoon, along the delta 

^ f 

of the Irrawaddy up to Cape Negrais, on the border 
of Arakan. Vary ‘few Pghos are to be found inland 
of the great deltaic regions. Their head-quarters 
are still near Moulnteiu, at a place called Dongyan, 
where they established their first stronghold. Here 
they were attacked again and again by the invading 
Siamese, ‘and finally taken in captivity to Siam. 
They, however, worked out their freedom, and the 
majority, leaving a few scattered cplonies in Siam, 
returned to Dongyan, which is the great Pgho 
centre to this day. The Chghaws, having driven 
the Pghos to the sea, occupied the great central 

I 

range of hills called the Pegu "V^oma. They still 
are almost the sole settlers in these hills, but they 
have spik over the ‘plains immediately below, and 
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now occupy the hills and junglgs of the Irrawaddy 
district, large parts of the <6hwegyin, Proine, and 
Henzada districts. They extend from the Arakan 
Yoma range on the west to the Salween river on 
the east. They are replaced by the Khyens on 
the north-west of the Prome district The Khyens 
are believed to be an offshoot of the Karen nation, 
and their social and religious customs arc very 
similar to those of the Karens. Dr. Mason, the 
great missionary scholar of Burma, regards Khyens 
and Karens as one and the same. It .seems not 
improbable that they and the Kakhyens als6 rnay 
be the descendants of eaptives* taken during the 
perpetual inter-tribal wars before the final descent 
into Burma. It seems, in aay case, pretty certain 
that they ha^ip a common origin with the Karen.^ 
The territory which the great body of the Khyens 
inhafaft is the mountain track from the cast of 
As.sam to Yunnan. But there is a large Khyen 
colony round the he^d waters of the Chindwin river 
in Upper Burma, and traces of a Karen population 
of considerable size have, it is believed, been found 
on the same river. Chghaw and Pgho Karens are 
also* found in Siam, in the valleys, of the Meinam 
and the Cambodia — descendants of captives taken 
by the Siamese during the uwasion of T^nasserim. 
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The Bghai brancjh seem to have come into Burma 
along the line of the Toungoo hills somewhat later 
than the other tiVo branches of the nation, but they 
never passed beyond these hills. They are the 
boldi^st and most 'warlike of the Karens, and the 
Karen-nees, or Red Karens, are the blue blood of 
the tribe. The Red Karens are the only tribe of 
the nation which succeeded by desperate struggle.s 
in resisting Burmese aggression and preserving 
their independence. They are the typical Bghai 
Karens, and occupy an compact little mountain 
teiVitory on the' north-east of British Burma, which 
they hold under «hicfs* of their own in complete 
independence, paying an annual small tribute to 
the British Government for the guarantee against 
fcggression which has been given ^to, them. They 
are proud of their lineage, which they say they 
trace from .the rising sun. Every Red Karen has a 
rising sun — the crest of his nobility — tattooed on 
his back. In challenging to combat he does not 
slap his left folded arm with his right palm, as the 
rest of the Karens and the Burmans do, but^ coiling 
his right arm round his left side, strikes the tattoo 
on his back, ^his action is supposed by him to 
rouse the magic power of the symbol. 

The Bg]]ais are thus, as will be seen, more con- 
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centrated than the Pghos and the Chghaws. They 
occupy the entire northern jiart of the Toungoo hill 
tracts, and the chieftains of the independent Kaven- 
nees are regarded as the heads of the tribe. The 
Bghai of British Burma is an offshoot of* the 
Karen-nee, or Red Karen. The Red Karen calls 
one large clan of his brethren in British Burma the 
“ trouser-wearing Bghai ; ” while the lafttcr speaks of 
his Red Karen brother as the Eastern Bghai. 

The division of the Karen nation into these three 
great tribes — the Chghaw,*»Pgho, and Bghai — is a 
very ancient one, and although there is perfect 
cordiality and freedom of intercotir^ between them, 
intermarriage is not frequent. This, however, is 
rather the result of the segregation, under the force 
of external circumstances, of the three tribes than 
of any customary law. The division, too, although 
stoutly maintained, never stands in the why of com- 
bination for a common object by the entire nation. 
Indeed, as will afteswards appear, the power and 
willitigness to combine as a nation for a common 
end is a characteristic which stands out in the 
Karens most prominently, and is the main ground 
of hope for the stability of their national existence. 

The Karen language is monosyllabic, and belongs 
emphatically to the Tonal family of languages. The 
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syllables are all op»n ; there is no final consonant, 
except a nasal occasioifally found in the Bghai and 
Pgho dialects. There are no closed syllables at 
all. Compound words are formed by agglutination. 
The*case formation and the declension of nouns, 
as well as the conjugation of verbs, are all by 
suffixes and affixes to roots. Words in pairs are 
a peculiarity. They are not reduplicatives, but 
agglutinativcs used to intensify the meaning of the 
word, or to form a new idea respecting a group. 
Every word, as the Kanens themselves say, has its 
“ wifd,” or its synonym in the same relation as the 
wife stands to ^hehusliand in Burma — that of the 
better and stronger half 1 The Burmese language 
has the same tendency, but not so marked as in the 
•Karen. In formal, polite addre.ss bpth the "hus- 
band ” ^nd " wife ’’ words arc used. For example, 
kathe-kachaw means “ elephants,” although ktethe by 
itself means “ horses." Again, kkai o kwd o means 
“ sword-sticks,” or (in Burmese^ daJis, although kwA 
means an " axe.” The agglutinatives together 
convey a meaning more intense than cither of them 
singly, and the “ wife ” word contributes the greater 
strength of tl^e two. Reduplication of words in 
Karen conveys an adverbial signification. 

The K^ren language has no affinity whatever 
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for the Burmese. It belongs t* the same family as 
the Chinese, but it must early have separated from 
the parent tongue. It has no written char£y:tcr. 
It was never written till Dr. Wade, the American 
missionary, reduced it to writing, using the Bufmesc 
consonants. 

The Karens thus have no written literature. 
But they are the possessors of a rich bkrd literature, 
which has been transmitted from generation to 
generation by men whose special business it is to 
commit to memory the traditions, legends, songs, 
and homely folk-lore ; commend to the young their 
duties to elders and parents ; ‘recount the heroic 
deeds of old and of the race from memory ; and 
teach students to be their suctessors as depositaries 
of the national traditions and folk-lore. 

Supreme importance is attached to thp correct 
transmission — exactly as originally rendfcred by the 
elders — of the story of God’s dealings with the 
nation. Thex behoved that God, who had cursed 
the Karen for losing the written Word, would cer- 
tainly call upon them some day— near or distant, 
they knew not — to say how much they remembered 
of it ; and that the blessing to each would be 
apportioned according to the care with which its 
words and truths had been treasured up. Hence 
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the jealous care and extraordinary accuracy with 
which the God traditions — the Palladium of the 
natipn — have been handed down from generation 
to generation. A literal translation of the more 
impohant of these traditions is given in the 
Appendix. Most of them could be recited with 
propriety in any Christian church in England. 

The Kareifs are small in stature, but broad and 
muscular. Those who live in the hills are not so 
robust in appearance as those of the plains, the 
weakly forms of the hili-pcople being due to the 
greater hardship of their lives and the toughness 
of the struggle ith^y often have to fight for very 
existence, even under a British government. The 
skin is naturally fair, "like that of the Chinese ; and 
?he features of those of pure blood are Caucasian 
in typc-i-a characteristic which has been deemed 
by some to' support their claim to have been one of 
the lost tribes of Israel. The hair is straight and 
black. The eyes are black. • But , in the north 
sometimes brownish hair and hazel eyes are found. 

The houses of the Karens are of various shapes 
and sizes. In the plains, generally each family 
occupies a pewnanent dwelling. In the hills, an 
entire village community lives in a long barrack of 
bamboos and rough-hewn timber. 
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The heathen Karen may bff said to be almost 
omnivorous. “ Every aniAial from a rat to an 
elephant, every reptile from a sand-lizard to a 
serpent, ants, grubs, every bird, every fish, and 
the whole vegetable kingdom adorn their tallies.” 
But, curiously, they will eat none of the monkey 
tribe except the white-eyelid monkey. 

The dress of the people varies i good deal. 
Some of the clans wear tunics, striped and plain ; 
others, chiefly in the north, wear trousers, often 
handsomely coloured and* embroidered ; a few^go 
about almost naked. The dress of the Red itarens 
(Karen-nee) is peculiar. The ihcg wear short red 
trousers with narrow black or white stripes. Below 
the knee arc black bands of twisted thread. A 
wrapper of w^iitc, with a few red or black stripes* 
is wound round the body. A bright red turban is 
worn on the head, and an ornamented bag is hung 
across the shoulder. The female dress is very 
picturesque. " The* head-dress is a large red or 
black turban wound up to form a small tower on 
the top of the head. There is no gown, but a 
cloth like the Roman toga, tied by two corners on 
the right shoulder, and the left arm is sometimes 
kept covered, but more often it is drawn out above 
the garment. A second pieefi of cloth like the first 
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is kept in the haAd like a loose shawl, or tied 
round the waist. One of these garments is usually 
red,>and the other black, though occasionally both 
are red. For a petticoat, another rectangular piece 
of cloth is wrapped two or three times round the 
person, and is kept in its place by a wampum belt 
some half a dozen inches in diameter. Another 
enormous band of beads is worn below the knee, 
and on the ankles large silver bangles. Ear-drops 
are worn both by men and women.” 

The Karens all sing — they have an inborn love 
of music — and beautiful singers they are. Their 
music* is nearly all wild and plaintive, like that 
of the Scottish and Welsh highlanders. Their 
piinstrels are both men and women, and in their 
bone-feasts each village bard competes with the 
other — a‘man being pitted against a woman. The 
imagery used in many of their odes is rich and 
pleasing. The flowers, the birds, the great cliffs 
and crags, the rivers, the stars are all themes of 
song. It is a rich treat to hear a whole school of 
two hundred boys and girls singing one x>f their 
own hymns in parts. The voices are all sweet and 
the melody chcftming. 

* Two specimens of national Karen airs are given in the 
A]>pendix. * 
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CHAPTER III. 

SOME OF THEIR NATIONAL CUSTOMS. 

Infant betrothals arc not uncommon, but they 
are becoming less frequent than they used Jo ie. 
As a rule, a young man chqoscs for himself the girl 
whom he wishes to marry. He be^ns by obtaining 
the permission of the girl’s parents to paying his 
addresses — not, however, to the , girl herself, bu^ 
through the 'parents. “ He then selects a go- 
between, who first consults a chicken’s bones. If 
they give an unfavourable reply, the matter is 
allowed to drop ; if, on the other hand, the answer 
is favourable, the gd-between arranges the match, 
and when this is done a feast is given by the 
young man’s friends to those of the girl. If a girl 
brea]^s her engagement, she has to pay the expenses 
of the feast ; but she is at liberty *to receive the 
addresses of another suitor if her betrothed declares 
publicly that he desires to forfeit all tbaf has been 
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spent, which is the recognized way of breaking off 
the match.” * 

Xbe marriage ceremony is simple. “ The bride 
is conducted to the house of the bridegroom’s 
pareAts in a procession with music, and as she 
ascends the ladder she is drenched to the skin with 
water, lleforc the company leave, two elders, one 
on behalf of* the bride and one on behalf of the 
bridegroom, take each a cup of spirits ; the first 
repeats the duties of the husband in case of the 
wife’s death, and the lafter replies, acknowledging 
that such are his duties — one of which is that, 
should she be carried into captivity or killed in a 
foray, he must purchase her freedom or obtain the 
price of her blood. Each elder then gives to the 
other to drink, and says, ‘ Be faithful lo your cove- 
nant’ This concludes the ceremony.” 

1 

The Red Karens never betroth their children in 
infancy, and their marriage ceremony is a singular 
one. “ The two young people ha\(ing made up 
their minds to marry, and the parents having given 
their consent, the bridegroom makes a feast in his 
house, to which the bride and some female com- 
panions come.* During the feast, fhe bridegroom 
present^ a cup of spirits to the bride, asking, ‘ Is it 
agreeable.^ This shd takes, replying, ‘ It is agree- 
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able.’ She and her companion^ remain all night, 
and, returning home next morning, prepare a feast 
to which the bridegroom and his friends come, and 
the ceremony of presenting the cup of spirits is 
again gone through, this time the bride being»the 
questioner. Occasionally the reply, given playfully, 
is, ‘ Not agreeable,’ when the spirits must be offered 
and the question asked till a favourable answer is 
received. The feast in the bride’s house completes 
the whole ceremony.” 

Polygamy is not permitted, but is occasionally 
practised by tho.se of the Karens who are broTiglit 
much in contact with the Burmese. _ 

They have an odd way of naming their children. 
The names given are sometimes those of ancestors, 
sometimes descriptive of the parents’ feelings, such * 
as “ Joy,” “ Hope ; ” often those of the seasons in 
which the children were born, as “ Harvest.” In 
many cases the child owes his name to someT cir- 
cumstance that occurred about the time of its birth, 
as “Father returned or to some peculiarity in its 
appearance, as “ White ” or “ Black.” On other 
occasions it is named after some bird, beast, 
mineral, or tree, as “ Heron,” “ Tjger,” “ Tin,” 

“ Cotton.” Those who, on growing up, develop 
some peculiarity, receive a kind of nickoame, to 

* G 
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which “ Father ” qt “ Mother ” is attached, such as 
“ Father of Swiftness,” “ Mother of Contrivance.” 
Frequently the parents change their names when a 
child is born to them. 

Their custom when an infectious disease breaks 
out in their village is a stern one. In ordinary 
illnesses they treat the sick with decent kindness, 
but they will not afford any assistance to a person 
— even one of their own kith and kin — attacked by 
an infectious disease. “ An outbreak of cholera or 
small-pox will temporarily depopulate the villages 

e 

in large tracts of country, the inhabitants flying 
from the dise^^se with terror, and living in the 
forests till they think that they can return to their 
homes without danger of contagion. The indi- 
vidual who has, or is supposed to have, imported 
the disease is held responsible for all the deaths, 
and must pay the price of the lives lost- If he 
dies’ himself, or is unable to pay, the debt remains 
for his children and descendants to wipe off. 
Every illness is looked upon as inflicted by the 
spirits, and though the Karens have some know- 
ledge of medicine, resort is not had to it till incan- 
tations have been tried and the spirits have declined 
to be propitious." 

Warfare has, of course, ceased since the country 
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came under British rule. But an account of their 
war-customs of the olden tfme — and which still 
prevail in the fierce forays of Karen-nee — wnll be^f 
some interest. 

War is never declared. A wrong having tiben 
committed, the avenging tribesmen never make 
any declaration of reprisals, nor intimate that war 
is to be waged. The great object is to take the 
enemy completely unawares. Nor is war waged 
ostensibly between one village and another. There 
is always an individual at the head of every w^r 
on whose account the war is made, and who acts 
as general, but never goes to the Tight himself. If 
the season is deemed favourable, the head of the 
war kills a hog or a fowl, and, taking a portion of 
the heart, liver, and entrails, he mixes them up 
with salt and rolls the mixture up in a leaf. This 
symbolizes tying up the heads of his ‘enemies. 
Then, after a prayer to the Lord of heaven and 
earth, he sends, out spies to see how best the 
enemy's village may be attacked. If the spies 
report favourably for the attack, the head of the 
war sends out to collect volunteers for the foray, 
forty or fifty from each village of the tribe. When 
all have assembled, a feast is given, at which spirits 
are freely drunk. But before handing round the 
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spirits, the head of the war pours out some slowly 
on the ground, and ‘prays, “ Lord of the seven 
heavens and the seven earths. Lord of the rivers 
and streams, of the mountains and hills, we give 
the6 spirits to drink and rice to eat. Help us, 
we entreat thee. We have tied the heads of our 
enemies. Help us. Make their minds forgetful ; 
make them*' to forget themselves — that they may 
sleep heavily, that their sleep may be unbroken. 
Let not a dog bark at us, let not a hog grunt at us. 
Let them not seize a* bow, a sword, or a spear. 
And may the Lord keep my children and grand- 
children that are going to attack our enemies, and 
deliver them from all harm. May they be delivered 
from the bow, the*sword, and the spear.” After 
this a fowl is killed, and its bones ‘reverently con- 
sulted.. If the omens are unfavourable, the tribes- 
men are* dismissed to their homes to wait for a 
more auspicious day. If they are favourable, the 
head of the war leaps up exultingly and calls for 
two volunteers to escalade the first house of the 
enemy’s village. The two volunteers come forward, 
and he addresses them thus : " You are a hunting 
dog ; you are a wild boar. If you succeed you are 
worthy of a buffalo, and you shall have it. If you 
fail, if you are killed, let not those you leave behind 
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ask a buffalo of me; let them •ask a fowl. Let 
them not ask of me a silk garment on account of 
your death. You say you are bold, you say y®u 
are fearless. You go the first, you return the last. 
If our e^mics follow and you run away, and any- 
thing happens to the people, you are responsible.” 
After this address the tribesmen go off, singing 
war-songs : * 

We march in order like white ants, 

We cross a stream and trample it down ; 

Wc arrive at the foot o6the house, 

We reach the foot of the ladder : 

Bloo'd flows like a stream of water. 

Blood flows down under the hcfusc. 

r 

“The mother cries herself to death ; 

The great hawk flies over tl)|e house, 

Pounces down on the chiefs red cock ; 

The great hawk swoops around the house, 

Carries off its prey at the foot of the house ; 

The great hawk flies away, * 

Reaving the chief behind weeping.’* 

When the party reach the house, the first rush is 
made by the two volunteers, and the rest follow. 
The .house is stormed. All the men are killed, 
whether armed or unarmed. Such women as are 
thoug]^t likely to be useful or profitable as slaves 
are taken and bound. All the rest are killed. 
Infants are always killed, and children are often 
barbarously massacred. Their handa and feet 
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are cut off, and (their bodies hacked into small 
pieces. '• 

.Slavery is common amongst all the tribes, and 

one of the Bghai clans sell even their relatives. 

Defkulting debtors, captives in forays, confirmed 

thieves, widows and widowers who cannot pay the 

price of the deceased, those who have brought or 

are supposed to have brought infectious diseases, — 

are all sold into slavery. Elderly men and women 

find no purchasers ; they cannot work. Men and 

women of middle age fttch as much as from two to 

three hundred rupees. Boys, girls, and children are 

« 

valued at from.thlee to four hundred rupees. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THEIR AGRICULTURE: PEE BEE Y^W, THE 
GODDESS OF THE HARVEST. 

The Karens are tillers of the soil. They do not 
engage, as the Burmese do, “in trade. When com- 
munities descend into the plains, they take to the 
ordinary Burmese paddy-growii7g,^ in which they 
very soon outstrip the Burmans. Their villages 
are always the most prosperouS-looking. Those in 
the hills still follow the primitive and destructive 
methods of their forefathers. Their system, briefly, 
is to cu^i^wn and burn the trees on a hillside, and 
then sow their crops on the mixed soil and ashes. 
Next year thej; migrate to another hill and repeat 
the same operation, leaving the first hill to recover 
its natural vegetation, till after six or seven years 
they return to it. They thus migrate annually to 
different hills, ai^d each year finds otit hill denuded 
of its vegetation, cultivated, and then forsaken for 
another. The proper cycle of rotation fs usually 
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regarded as seven years. In the seventh year, the 
people come back t(5 the hill where they had 
started, and commence their operations over again. 
In January or February, the cultivator goes out to 
^ seailh for a good site, and, having found one which 
suits him, he picks up a clod of earth and puts it 
under his pillow. If his dreams are favourable, he 
sticks to the*site which he has chosen ; if unfavour- 
able, he must renew his search till he finds a spot 
the earth of which brings a good omen to him in 
his sleep. He then gdes out with his family and 
cuts down the trees on his patch, which is C£illed 
a toungya. Thw « done by commencing at the 
bottom of the hillside, and making slight notches 
in the biggest trees &nd leaving the small trees un- 
touched. Ascending gradually, the notches made 
in the larger trees increase in length and depth till 
the top of the hill is reached, where all larger 
trees are completely cut down. These, falling on 
those below, push them downwards, ^d an impetus 
is created which increases as it moves steadily 
down the hill, until with one great crash the whole 
forest vegetation is prostrated. The fallen trees 
are left as they lie till April, when^the mass is dry 
enough to burn. A house of bamboos is built in 
a sequestered spot near the toungya, the dry timber 
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is lighted, and soon the whole the fallen forest 
is reduced to ashes. The fieat of the fire splits 
up the soil, and the ashes enter the crevices and 
fertilize the land. In May or June, after the first 
downpour of rain, rice is sown, holes being ditfbled 
in the ground and the seed dropped in. When the 
rice has come well up, cotton, capsicum, and maize 
are sown between the ridges. Near the house arc 
planted sugar-cane, yams, and betel. A little hut 
is built up in the middle of the toungya, or culti- 
vated patch, in which a boy or a girl is placec^to 
frighten away the birds and wild hogs, and, after 
two or three weedings, the crop is'reaped in October. 
The grain is threshed out by beating the ears 
against a beam of wood, or trSading out the grains 
with their feel ; for they have no cattle like their 
lowland neighbours. While the crops ara still on 
the grd!ll^, the men and the women fisH and hunt 
to supply the family with food, and gather all sorts 
of forest produpe, till harvest-time. When the rice 
crops have been gathered, the little granary is 
stored with paddy, and the head of the family, 
accompanied by his wife, goes down to the plain, 
and sells his Uptel, fowls, wild hdhey, beeswax, 
and wild cardamoms, and thus obtains money for 
clothes and taxes. In somd parts— ndtably the 
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hills of Shway Gyifi — tobacco is extensively grown, 
and yields a good redirn in cash. Burmans and 
even Chinamen go up to the Karen settlements 
and make purchases. 

The friendly divinity of the harvest, called Pee 
Bee Yaw, is invoked annually when the crops are 
sown. The story of Pee Bee Yaw, the Karen 
Ceres, is an hmusing and characteristic one : — 

There once lived a young pair of orphans, 
brother and sister, whose parents had left them 
on}y four annas in silver. In accordance with the 

I 

ancestral custom of Ae Karens, they had been 
driven from theilong house or barrack in which the 
whole clan lives, lest the misfortune of orphanhood 
should prove contagious. 

They maintained a precarious existence by the 
most laborious toil, living in a little hut at some 
distance from the clan to which they belqf^^d. 

A famine arose in the land, and the clansmen were 
obliged to go to a neighbouring country to replenish 
their slender stock of grain. 

When Po Khai’s (the orphan boy) paddy was 
exhausted, his sister brought out the cherished 
piece of silvet their parents had, left them, and 
asked him to go and purchase grain with their 
fellow'Clahsmen. 
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In a despairing mood, he said) “ What is the use ? 
Four anneis’ worth of rice will prolong our miserable 
lives but a few hours. As starvation is inevitable, 
let us meet our fate at once.” 

His sister pleaded that, unhappy as thcir*]ives 
were, they were still sweet to them. She showed him 
that as they had entered the world with great pain, 
trouble, and care to their parents, s(f they should 
not leave it till every means to prolong exiistence 
had been exhausted. To please his sister, Po Khai 
went, following the clan af a distance, as he wqpld 
not be allowed to mix with^ their party. When the 
party returned, they saw in the depths of the jungle 
by the side of the road an old woman, her body 
up to her neck completely cbvered with creepers,^ 
which had wound themselves firmly around her 
body. • 

As party approached, the ofd woman 

screamed, “ Cut me loose, cut me loose.” 

The clansman declined, as the old woman would 
want to go home with them, and would eat them 
out of house and home. 

After the whole party had passed, Po Khai came 
along. 

The old woman redoubled her cries, as there was 
but one left from whom she cbuld hope Ibr release. 
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Po Khai thought t» himself, “ I must die, and even 
if the old woman goes \iome with me it can make 
but a few hours’ difference.” 

So he cut away the creepers, and the old lady 
skipped dancing out on the road, saying, “ Hurry 
up, grandson, for grandmother is jaerishing with 
hunger.” 

The old wbman really was Pee Bee Yaw, which 
means " Grandmother with the bound waist." 

When the sister saw her brother returning, she 
thqught, “ My brother must be mad to invite guests 

r 

to dinner when four annas’ worth of rice bought at 
famine prices are all our store.” 

Her brother, seeing her frowns, hastily ran up 
^ into the house and begged his sister not to refuse 
the hospitality universally shown by the Karen. 
He reminded her how their parents had never sent 
any one hungry away, and begged his/f^ster to 
keep up the ancestral custom, even though they 
were in the very jaws of death. , 

The old woman at once skipped into the kitchen, 
and called the young girl to cook in haste, as she 
was very hungry. 

With a heivy heart the young girl was just 
pouring all the rice her brother had brought home 
into the ^ot, when "the old woman checked her 
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sharply. “ What a wasteful child ! Seven grains 
of rice are quite enough.” ♦ 

“ Grandmother,” replied the girl, “ I know how 
to cook a pot of rice, but I don’t know how to cook 
seven grains of rice alone.” 

The old woman spoke up sharply. “ Obey 
orders when your ciders command you, and ask no 
questions." 

Abashed at the sharp tone of the old woman, 
the girl counted out seven kernels, and the old 
woman approached the pof with mystic passes, ^nd 
the pot became full. 

At seven grains to a meal, Po Khai saw that the 
rice he had purchased was amply sufficient for his 
wants, and knew that a good power had stepped^ 
in to save him. 

When the ne^^s of the daily miracle reached the 
clan, t!!^ assembled and claimed Pee Bee Yaw as 
their guest on the ground of prior discovery. 

Pee Bee Yiwv refused to go with them, remind- 
ing them that they had forfeited their right as 
the first finders by their refusal to cut her loose 
fronti the creepers. Of course this refusal laid the 
foundation of ijiuch hatred toward^ Po Khai and 
his sister. 

When it came time to diit the {ottngya (hill 
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garden), Pee Bee Yaw told Po Khai to clear the 
jungle from seven hiUs and prepare them for 
plaijting. 

“ How can I clear seven hills ? ” asked Po Khai. 

" Ask no questions when your elders order you,” 
was the old lady’s sharp reply. 

Just as he was leaving the house, Pee Bee Yaw 
gave him a d'ah, with orders to try it. 

When he reached the chosen spot, Po Khai raised 
his dah against a huge tree. It fell without even 
waiting for the blow. ‘‘Well, that’s the sharpest 
dah 1 ever used,” blurted out Po Khai, as he 
watched the cra^ of the huge tree. 

Of course the seven hills were all cleared off 
before breakfast. 

Po Khai wondered how this huge field was ever 
to be planted and reaped and the* grain thrashed, 
but he dated ask no questions, as Pee Yaw 
always rebuked so harshly. He went on in blind 
faith in the old woman’s power, .^t the sowing 
season. Pee Bee Yaw danced over the whole field, 
and a perfect shower of paddy started from her 
fingers and toes and from every fold of her clothing, 
and so the field was well filled with grain. The 
crop prospered splendidly, and soon the bending 
ears, over<a foot in length and filled to the very 



AGRICULTURE. 


95 


extremity with golden grain, gave promise of such 
a ■ bountiful harvest as hgd never been known 
before. , 

Po Khai wondered how this grain could ever 
be harvested, but still dared not ask. 

The clansmen, wild with rage at the boundless 
wealth which they had just missed, and which had 
gone to Po Khai, now summoned all the clans 
within a day’s march to join them in stealing Po 
Khai’s paddy. Men, women, and even children 
joined the raid. Some reaped, others carried the 
bundles. Some threshed and winnowed, *while 
others carried home the paddy.. After a most 
laborious night’s work of many hundreds, all of 
Po Khai’s grain was carried (Jff. Fancy the looks 
of Po Khai when he found nothing but trampled 
stubble where he had left waving grain ! . 

Foll6^ng the trail of the thieves, he ‘picked up 
seven sheaves dropped by the way. On reporting 
to Pee Bee Yaw that these seven bundles were all 
that was left of their crop, she coolly told him to 
build seven huge paddy bins. Po Khai did so with 
the unquestioning obedience which had become a 
habit with him. When the bins were completed, 
but not roofed, a sheaf was put in each, and Pee 
Bee Yaw commenced dancing among* the bins 
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and singing a call the grain, wherever it was, to 
return to its proper ^wner. At once the paddy 
cagic flying through the air and fell in a perfect 
shower, till not a single grain was left with the 
thieves. 

A solemn council of all the clans was then held, 
and their indignation knew no bounds. “We 
thought to* ruin Po Khai, and we have been 
made nothing but his coolies, and even worse ; 
nothing is left us even for our wages.” So they 
arranged to steal the paddy again, from the bins 

i 

this fime. 

Po Khai sppntf the day, by Pee Bee Yaw’s 
orders, in cutting a huge pile of clubs and making 
a large number of cords. 

When they went home in the evening. Pee Bee 
Yaw said, “ Ropes tie and sticks beat.” When the 
clansmen icame to steal the paddy, the ropjiS' bound 
each to a tree and the clubs began to beat a rat- 
tat-too on their unlucky backs. To entreat the 
deaf cords and clubs was, of course, useless. Next 
morning Po Khai found his tormentors, in his 
power, and half dead with the terrible beating they 
had received. • 

< 

They readily took the oath, considered by hill 
men to be inviolable,* never to molest him more. 
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Pee Bee Yaw then said she must return to her 
abode in the skies, to washidown her house there, 
as the hens had surely filled it with dust. J'o 
enable her to do so, she told Po Khai to raise the 
two beams by which the native plough or harrow 
is dragged, into a perpendicular position. She 
then took the form of a cricket, crept up to the 
yoke, and flew away. 

(The custom of raising the yoke in air and 
placing a cricket on the perpendicular poles that 
support it is still followed* by the Karens. It^ is 
considered a very good ome^n if the cricket crawls 
upwards and takes flight from tlie top.) 

During Pec Bee Yaw's absence, Po Khai married 
a young and bcautifui wife.* His great wealth, 
obtained fronts the sale of his crop, made him a 
great match. Unfortunately, he did not .tell his 
bride tflvJ^ecret of Pee Bee Yaw's help 5n raising 
so large a quantity of grain, but took the credit 
to himself. \Yhen Pee Bee Yaw returned with 
the planting season, she took up her abode in 
the toungya^ so as to watch over the growing 
grain. 

Po Khai's wife was curious to discover the secret 
of her husband’s great success in paddy cultivation, 
and so went out one day to 'the field. 'Po Khai 

H 
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was not there. W6cn she saw Pee Bee Yaw she 
was jealous, supposing her to be' her husband's 
paramour. 

The young bride attacked her rival fiercely with 
a clu\), and beat her over the whole field. Pee Bee 
Yaw, vainly attempting to escape, jumped into a 
crab’s hole, and has never been seen since. 

This amu'sing little story keeps the people in 
good humour at their toil, and is recited with great 
gusto at the harvest-home. 

The Karens to this day use the sort of well-curb 
of earth thrown out by a crab about the mouth of 
its hole, as the- representative of Pec Bee Yaw. 
This lump of earth is placed on the threshing-floor 
^ at harvest, and oflerings are made to it. During 
the rest of the year it is kept in the {mddy-bin with 
the greatest care, while fowls ar^ sacrificed to it, 
and a small portion is nibbled off and ca|^ut into 
the field, just before certain rhymed incantations 
are made, which are supposed to be necessary to 
the welfare of the grain. To this day the hill 
Karen will never cultivate land near his house. 
Pee Bee Yaw hates women, owing to the beating 
she received, and no risk must be riyi of her meeting 
a woman and deserting her post in anger. 

The hifl Karen «al ways stores his paddy far away 
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from his house, because it is Pee Bee Yaw’s gift, 
and he dares not let her kiow that he feeds his 
women with it. Each day’s supply of paddy must 
be cleaned as soon as brought home. Pee Bee 
Yaw is supposed not to recognize in the whitc'rice 
the yellow paddy she gave. 



100 


THE LOYAL KARENS OF BURMA. 


CHAPTER V. 

THEIR FOLK-LORE : ONE OF THEIR SATIRICAL 
TRADITIONS. 

Story or Saw Kay. 

At Mya-yah-doung (about ten miles cast of the 
present station of Wah-net-khyoung, on the Prome 
road) there once lived a great Karen chief called 
the Yellow Chief. He had a son named Saw Kay 
(Mr. Crooked). He was a cunningyeidlc, and lazy 
fellow. » The Burmese Governmotit seized on the 
entire clah, and sent them under guar(^^o cut a 
huge teak tree into a war-boat and drag it to the 
river-bank. Saw Kay was the only giale not seized. 
He was spared to carry the rice the women were 
forced to clean out for the food of the»working 
party. Saw Kay’s mother had two large and very 
fat hogs, whibh she had petted ^o long that she 
could not bear to have them killed. Saw Kay’s 
mouth watered evefy time he looked at their fat 
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sides, and as his entreaties to be^allowcd to kill the 
hogs were in vain, he laid! a plan to induce his 
mother to gratify his appetite for pork. , 

He went to his father, and with a profuse gush 
of tears told him that his mother was dead, sobbed 
out a pitiful tale of how his mother had been 
seized by cholera, and had died alone, deserted by 
all the women of the clan, and how he alone had 
buried the body and performed the funeral rites. 
Leaving his father under guard, plunged in the 
depth of woe at this untimely bereavement, he 
returned to his home, and told his mother thht his 
father, while at his work, had Taegn killed by the 
boat rolling over on to him. He described the 
fearful appearance of the Corpse, mangled by 
the crushing weight that had mutilated it beyond* 
recognition, and^^beating on his breast, ej^claimed 
against t^e brutality of the Burman guard, that 
would not even permit the removal of the corpse 
to the ancestral burial-place (a terrible thing to 
Karens). 

It must be remembered that Saw Kay was the 
only means of communication between the working 
party and thei^ home, and that the lies of Saw 
Kay ran no risk of detection. 

The mother, bathed in tears, ^id, “ Well, he was 
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a good husband to me, and the least I can do will be 
to make the usual funeial feast to his memory, even 
if his bones do not lie with those of his fathers.” 

So one of the hogs was killed, and Saw Kay 
gorgfed himself to repletion. Soon after, he began 
his plans for a second feast, and went to his father 
with proposals for a re-marriage. He said, “ Father, 
we shall ne&d some one to cook for us and weave 
our clothes. Now, I lately saw a woman who 
looked exactly like mother, talked like her, and 
ac^ed like her. In fact,* if I had not buried mother 
with my own hands, I should have claimed her as 
my own mother 'Now, you had better marry her. 
Let me act as the go-between and negociate a 
marriage.” 

The father replied, “If she is like your dead 
mother,tit is all I can ask,” and (:onsented to the 
match. ' ^ 

Saw Kay then went to his mother, and told her 
that as soon as the clan returned from their work 
they would be driven from the long house in which 
the entire clan lived, in accordance with the 
ancestral Karen custom, which banished widows 

I 

and o^hans from the house, lest , their misfortune 
prove contagious. He urged her to a second 
marriage,* saying Ihdt.he had met a man in the 
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forest so strikingly resembling bjs dead father, that 
if he had not buried his falser with his own hands 
he should say it was his own father. 

The mother said that if the proposed individual 
was only half as good as her deceased husband it 
was enough, and consented to the match. 

In this way Saw Kay was the first one to 
arrange a marriage between his own parents. 

When the clan returned on the completion of 
the boat, the second hog was killed for the marriage- 
feast. 

Saw Kay, of course, presided, trusting tb the 
impossibility of his parents Hkvjpg any private 
conversation in the crowd of invited guests. Both, 
of course, were much struck ‘by the very peculiar 
resemblance 4o the .supposed dead partner, but* 
they had bcenV)rcpared for this by Sa^ Kay’s 
previous ^description. In high feather, "Saw Kay 
performed the marriage ceremony over his parents, 
and ushered t|;|cm to the bridal-chamber. 

Judging rightfully that “ the ground would be 
too hot for him to tread on ” on the morrow. Saw 
Kay shouldered a hind-quarter of the hog slain 
for the fea.st, a^d marched to the tai (long moun- 
tain house) of a neighbouring clan. 

He took care to- time his* a^^rival so 'as to find 
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none of the men 9it home. When he entered the 
taiy the women crowded around him, their mouths 
watering at the sight of the very fat hind-quarter 
of pork Saw Kay had brought with him. He 
reported that he had speared a wild hog -too heavy 
to be carried home, and that he was returning for 
help to bring in the rest of the carcase. 

“If you have a whole carcase, sell us thi.s,” spoke 
up an old woman, and asked the'^price. 

Saw Kay asked one hundred rupees for it. 
(Karens then buried all'their money for fear of the 
Bunnese Government.) The woman, never seenng 
money, knew nqthfng of its value. 

“ Oh, if my husband was only at home, I’d 
make him buy me this delicious pork ! ’’ groaned the 
’ old woman. 

" Go ^nd ask him," said Saw Kay ; “ he is just 
beyond those bushes across the ravine.” ^ 

The old woman ran round the head of the 
ravine, while Saw Kay whipped acrq|ss unknown to 
her. On reaching the bushes, she shouted, “ Hus- 
band, husband ! may I buy a quarter of »very fat 
pork for a hundred rupees ? ’’ 

« 

Saw Kay, from the other side^of the bushes, 
called out, personating her husband, “Yes; and 
buy it quickly, lesl^you lose so good a bargain.” 
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The old woman ran roundf while Saw Kay 
rushed across the ravine, »nd was found sitting 
quietly in his place as if he had never stirred. 
The old woman dug up the money, and Saw Kay 
hastily left with his ill-gotten gains, rightly jud|[ing 
that the place would be too hot for him when the 
men returned from their work. 

He then went down to the “ Prirfcc’s Road,” 
knowing that seven gj'cat Burmese merchants, with 
five hundred earts laden with up-country silk 
patsoes were soon to pass tiie spot. He carvc<J a 
staff with peculiar figures ^on it, and buried his 
hundred rupees a few inches unden the ground in 
little deposits of from two to five rupees each. 

When his quick eye detected the merchants 
.riding in advance of their carts, he pretended to be 
absorbed in his \ursuits, and, flourishing his staff 
with mystic pas.scs, he would shout, “ Hey for five 
rupees ! ” strike the earth, and dig up the money ; 
“ hey for two rupees ! ” strike the earth, and dig up 
the money. The merchants watched his pro- 
ceedings, saying to themselves, " Fool, not to wish 
for a lakh of rupees at once.” On their approach 
Saw Kay feigne<i great fright, and tried to escape. 
The merchants held him fast, and tried to frighten 
him into a bargain for the magit staff. pleaded 
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hard to be allowfid to keep it, and said, “ Perhaps 
the stick may be destyned by fate to me alone.” 

,.The merchants threatened, and offered money, 
until at last he, with apparent reluctance, sold the 
staff for a thousand rupees. The merchants dared 
not try their staff till they reached Rangoon, lest 
the possession of so great a treasure might cause 
them to be*murdered by their own camp-followers. 
Of course, the magic staff failed them. They were 
unable to search for Saw Kay till all their cargo 

of silk patsoes was disj[)Osed of, which took all the 

( 

rains. 

c 

In the forest, Saw Kay met a widow, who had 
been driven from her clan, and who had a 
posthumous daughter. Being brought up alone 
in the forest, the young girl had never seen a man. 
The tale waxes eloquent in prq^ses of the young 
woman’^ beauty, and tells how the magic glance 
of her melting eye brought a body-guard of the 
most savage beasts around her;^, how, whenever 
she stepped out into the sunshine, the birds would 
close their ranks, flying over her so as vto form a 
canopy over her to prevent her beautiful complexion 
from being tanned by the sun j how the carols of 
the birds accompanied her steps while waking; 
and ho\tr the bi^ds* watched in deathlike stillness 
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over her siestas. It was a ca«c of love at first 
sight, and the happy couplt: entered the nuptial 
state amid the wild enthusiasm of the beasts of the 
forest enslaved by the marvellous beauty of the 
lovely bride. The newly married couple spenf the 
rains in the seclusion of the forest. 

With the opening of the dry weather, the mer- 
chants came up in great wrath to hurtt down the 
dog of a Karen who had dared to cheat royal 
Burman merchants. 

With hundreds of their cSmp-followers they beat 
every strip of jungle and scoured every plain, 
till at last one morning Saw* Kiay’s little hut 
was surrounded by men eagerly thirsting for his 
blood. 

Hastily giving his wife and mother-in-law 
directions what t\do, he sprang out on the verandah 
and seized a small bow hung there ifterely to 
frighten the crows, and commenced a wild dance 
with the most extravagant gestures to divert the 
attention of the men closing up around him from 
the attempt to escape of his wife and her mother. 
The two women stole away unperceived, as no one 
knew of Saw K^y’s marriage, and they were only 
on the look-out for the audacious Karen. 

“ Slave of a Karen 1 ” shoutbd.the merchants, as 
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they seized on Saw Kay, “ even your blood will 
not fully avenge the inf.ult you have inflicted on us.” 

I Saw Kay reminded them of the extreme 
reluctance with which he had parted with the 
ma§ic staff, and of the threats by which his consent 
to the sale had been extorted, and told them the 
staff was evidently assigned by fate to him, and 
that they, unworthy on account of their avarice in 
grasping so much at once, were unable to avail 
themselves of it. He pleaded to ears deafened by 
long-nursed rage. He‘ then rose with dignity, and 
said,' “ Since nothing but blood will appease your 
anger, I refusje hot to die. I only ask to be 
allowed before my death to give you all a good 
meal of fowl-curry 'that I may die in the odour of 
sanctity, doing good even to my murderers." 

“ Dqg of a Karen 1 ” yelled /iis foes, “ do not 
think to appease us by so trifling a gift.” 

/‘'I 

“ I hope not to soften your hard hearts ; I only 
ask to depart this life in a forgiving spirit.” 

All the party were very hungry, and finally con- 
sented. Surrounded by guards holding ropes 
attached to his waist, and ordered to cut him down 
at the first attempt to escape. Saw Kay took the 
little bow and started with the whole party for the 
jungle, to shoot. „ wild fowl for the curry he had 
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promised. When wild fowl wer» met he refused to 
shoot, saying there were not enough in the flock to 
feed so many. He was really only making time 
for his wife and her mother to follow out his 
directions. * 

At last, a large flock of wild fowl was met with, 
and he fired towards them ; but the weak bow 
failed even to reach the fowls as tlfey whirred 
away. 

Saw Kay shouted after them, “ Go home and 
cook yourselves, go home* and cook yourselvqp,” 
and carefully concealed the ^bow while his captors 
were watching the fowls. 

The merchants expressed their disgust at being 
thus fooled, and were on the point of killing him at 
once, but Saw»Kay begged them to return to the 
hut and watch tl\ result of his shot. • 

They did so, and found, to their surprise, a great 
pot of rice and a steaming kettle of capital fowl- 
curry that the, two women had cooked in the 
absence of the party by Saw Kay’s orders. While 
they enjoyed the feast, the merchants said, “ The 
scam^ did certainly cheat us about the staff, but 
this bow is wortlj having. It would be very handy 
on our long journeys to have a bow which would 
not only shoot but cook our ^me for .us?’ They 
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offered Saw Kay bd's life if he would only give up 
the bow to them. t 

,He refused, saying he was too lazy to work, and 
as his money was lost with the magic staff, and 
if n6w he lost his food with the magic bow, life was 
worthless to him. 

To cut a long story short, they offered more and 
more, till fiftally they paid him a thousand rupees 
for the magic bow. Saw Kay, on his release, pushed 
with his wife and her mother still farther into the 
dejpths of the forest ‘Of course, the magic bow 
failed as the magic staff had done. 

With redoubled rage, the Burmese merchants 
started afresK in search of the daring Karen who 
had twice outwittdd them. After many days’ 
fruitless search, they again surrounded Saw Kay’s 
new hujt. 

The wife and mother attempted to escape again 
as before, but failed. Saw Kay concealed his wife 
in the house, and kept his mother-;n-law with him 
on the verandah. As soon as his enemies came 
within hearing. Saw Kay said in a violent tone to 
his mother-in-law, “You wrfetched old wife of mine, 

I 

how can any one live with a wi^ered old crone 
like you ? • Become a virgin, or I will beat you with 
this rice-{)estle till y6u do so.’’ 
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He seized the old lady by the* waist and threw 
her down violently, and roll/sd her up in a mat, 
whispering to her to crawl out of the end of tlvi 
mat and escape. The old woman this time suc- 
ceeded, as the attention of every one was takcn*by 
the peculiar talk and gestures of their prey. 

Saw Kay struck the roll of matting several very 
heavy blows with the ricc-pestlc, shouting, “ Become 
a virgin ; become a virgin ! ” He threw the roll 
of matting across his shoulder and ran into the 
house. ' ^ 

His foes rushed into the house to seize him, but 
at the mere sight of the young and* lovely wife all 
fell prostrate before her. They slowly rose, and 
with dazzled eyes bound their ^ctim and took him 
to their mastery telling them they had with their 
own eyes seen a\wrinkled, toothless old woman 
changed by the blows of the club into this lovely 
vision of beauty. 

The merchant held a long consultation over the 
beauteous prize. They said, “ We have been 
terribly cheated twice, it is true, but we see here 
that there can be no deception in this wonderful 
club. Our wives,we married while young, and we 
love them too much to divorce them, yet we cannot 
but confess they are not as haifdsome as they once 
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were. This club, renewing the youth and beauty 
of our wives, will be, our most valuable posses- 
sion.” 

After a long mixture of threats and tempti^ 
offefs, the merchants bought the club for a thousand 
rupees, and returned to their camp on the plains, 
and the same evening all made widowers of 'them- 
selves. 

The magic club seemed as much a failure as the 
magic staff and the magic bow had done. 

The unfortunate wives, when taken out of the 

r 

rolls' of matting, were stone dead, killed by the 
blows they hac^, received. 

The merchants were, of course, wild with rage 
at being dccefved the third time. Distrusting their 
own ability to cope with the wily I^rcn alone, they 
laid a formal complaint before tlyl governor of the 
district stationed at Myountaga, and begged that 
condign punishment might be meted *out to the 
slave of a Karen who had dared repeatedly to 
cheat royal Burmese merchants. 

A levy of every male between fourteen, and 
sixty years of age was at once ordered, and the 
entire forest was carefully scoured^ 

Hearing of Saw Kay's wonderful cunning, the 
governof ordered every one of the beaters’ ears to 
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be carefully stopped with wa» Saw Kay was 
captured. 

What were his pleas, and how he tried to escape 
his fate is unknown, as, owing to the governor’s 
precaution, no one could hear a word he said. * 

Saw Kay was sentenced to death, and every 
Karen in the district was brought in to attend the 
execution, that hereafter no “dog of* a Karen” 
should ever dare to take such liberties with their 
masters. 

That each of the seven merchants might haye 
a share in his death, Saw Kay was put into a long 
cylindrical basket with stones at*eakh end to sink 
it, and the basket was laid on the brink of a steep 
bank which overhangs a deep pool in £he river. At 
the word of command each merchant was to give a 
kick to the basket^ and thus roll it into the river., 

A grand breakfast was given by the merchants 
to all the assembled crowds in honour of the final 
victory over their cunning foe, which they now felt 
was secure. During breakfast Saw Kay was left 
alone in his basket, his guards deeming him securely 
fastened. They feared lest in the scramble for 
breakfast they might lose their share. 

While everybody was away, an up-country boat- 
man, with a cargo of silk patsoes'^x^ much /ewellry, 

L 
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was attracted by the sight of the crowd, and, think- 
ing it might be a capital chance to sell his wares, 
hte landed just where Saw Kay’s basket lay. 

“ Hi ! you fellow in the basket,” he asked, “ what 
are you doing there ” 

Saw Kay replied, “ The king at Ava is dead, and 
the astrologers have pronounced that I am the 
only one who can succeed him. I refused the 
crown, and as the astrologers have decided that in 
my lifetime no one else can peaceably ascend the 
throne, I am now to be drowned.” 

“ Fool ! ” replied the boatman ; " to avoid what 
any one would risk his life for, you give up your 
life.” 

• c 

Saw Kay piously talked of the many temptations 
of a kingly life, and the many deaths a king must 
cause, “and said he had deliberaccly weighed tern- 
poral against eternal riches, and had cjiosen death 
rather than the throne. 

“ Ah ! ” said the boatman, " doK’t I wish I had 
your chance.” 

" What will you give for it ? ” said Saw Kay, 

“ My boat and its cargo,” replied the boatpian. 

“Agreed,” was Saw Kay’s reply. “Hurry and 
take my place before any one comes to notice our 
proceedings." 
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The boatman set the Karen at liberty, took his 
place, and was firmly tied in by Saw Kay, who 
quietly took- his scat in his new boat to watch the 
execution. 

When breakfast was over, the drums beat to 
assemble the crowds, the bands began to play, and 
the dancers to celebrate the victory of the royal 
Burman over the despised Karen. /Cs the mer- 
chants advanced to roll their enemy into the river, 
the poor boatman shouted from the basket with all 
his might, “ I will be king, f will be king.” 

“ A great king you’ll be,’’ was the reply, as the 
merchants rolled him into the pool. The rest of 
the day was spent in feasting and dancing to cele- 
brate the victory over the Karens.. 5iext morning, 
as the merchan^ were packing their carts for their 
return, Saw Kay'wvalked into camp with sublime 
impudence^ with jewellery all over his person, and 
silk patsoes hanging over his arms and shoulders, 
the spoils of tha up-country boatman. 

Every jaw fell, and stammeringly they asked 
him how he came there. 

“ Djdn’t I say yesterday that I would be a king ? 
Now I am one« It happened that the road to 
heaven leads right into that pool, and you rolled 
me exactly into the road that 'leads to the abodes 
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of the blest. TheiSi I saw all your deceased relatives 
and ancestors^ who expressed great wonder that 
none of you ever visited them. They have sent 
you these gifts to show you the marvellous riches 
of ^that glorious country. I could not bear to 
return, but your friends begged me so hard to 
return and show you the way that I could not 
refuse.” 

“ How can we go ? ” asked the merchants. 

“ Easily,” replied Saw Kay. “ Make me eight 
bgLskcts, and I will tic you into seven of them and 
follow you in the eighth.” 

The basketr were made, Saw Kay rolled the 
merchants into the pool, and returned with all their 
wealth to Mya-yah-^doung. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SOME OF THEIR FIRESIDE STORIES. 

The Hare. 

A TIGER and a hare once made a friendship by 
drinking together the miifgled blood of both^(a 
Karen cu.stom to this day). The tigers then* were 
pure yellow without stripes. THcy.went off to cut 
thatch for their houses. * * 

The tiger took his breakfast? done •up in a parcel. 
The hare made^p a bundle of cow-dung to resemble 
the tiger’s brealaijst parcel. Both cut busijy away 
at the thatch till breakfast-time, when ’the hare 
went to Ae tree under which their parcels had 
been placed, at^d called the tiger to breakfast 
The tiger said he could not come just then, for 
he wanted to cut more thatch before the sun 
became too hot to work. 

The hare replied, “Don’t you know when you 
are late to breakfast your food changes to cow- 
dung?’’ 
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The tiger went pn cutting thatch, and the hare 
ate up all his breakfast. 

.When the sun became hot, the tiger came in 
hungry, and found nothing but cowdung in what 
he took for his own parcel. “ Didn’t I tell you 
so ? ” said the hare. 

Soon the hare pretended to have a severe 
attack of fo/er, and the tiger offered to carry him 
home. 

“ How can I ever stick on your smooth glossy 
back ? ” said the hare. “ You must tie some bundles 

r 

of thatch on your back to form a saddle for me.” 

I 

The tiger firmly bound some bundles of dry 
thatch on hi.', back, and the hare crawled upon 
them. On their way home the hare began striking 
his flint and steel together. - 

“ Wh^t noise is that ? " asked tlje tiger. 

“ Only’ my teeth chattering in the ague," replied 
the hare. ' 

Soon the hare blew the sparks irito a blaze, and 
jumped off, laughing at the fearful scorching borne 
by the unfortunate tiger, who bears the n;^rks of 
his burns to-day in his stripes. 

Tlie tiger, of course, swore vengeance, arid set 
off in pursuit of the hare. 

The hare, seeii^g him coming, climbed up into 
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a bce-tre^, and crawled up to the bees so stealthilj- 
as not to be noticed by them. 

The tiger roared out, “Come down and I’ll 
swallow you alive, you faithless friend." 

“There are white, black, grey, and speckled 
hares ; I’m not the only hare,” replied he. “ Prove 
that I am guilty before you eat me.” 

The tiger could not do so, and, accepting the 
denial of the hare, asked him what he was doing 
there. 

“ I am watching my grandfather’s fan,” was the 
reply. 

“ What’s your grandfather’s faa good for ” asked 
the tiger. . 

“Oh, it cools you off without the trouble of 
fanning yourself. Can’t you hear the rushing of • 
the wind from*^ ?” was the reply. 

The tiger mistook the murmur of the bees for 
the breezk, and, smarting with his terrible burns, 
thought that a self-acting punkah would be very 
handy just then, and so asked to be allowed to 
watch "his grandfather’s fan” for the hare for a 
few hours (bees build in a semicircular fan-like 
shapS under a bough in Burmah). 

The hare consented, and told the tiger that a 
gentle pat with his paw woulc^ incr ease t|^e current 
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of air to any dc^rcd extent. The tiger crawled 
up, and lay at full length on the limb ; but, feeling 
no cooling breeze, struck the bees with his paw. 
Of course, he was attacked by the whole swarm, 
andhnearly killed by their stings. With redoubled 
rage the tiger started again in pursuit. 

The hare awaited his arrival where two trees 
crossed thojr trunks and creaked with every gust 
of wind. 

“ Come here, you doubly faithless friend, and I’ll 
swallow you alive,” roared the tiger. 

*AS before, the hare pleaded an alibi, and 
challenged the tigfcr to prove his identity with the 
hare that had wronged him. The tiger, with no 
proof at hand) accepted the hare’s statement, and 
asked him what he was doing theriv 

“Ohj^I’m watching over my greftidfather’s harp,” 
was the reply. “ Can’t you hear its song ? ” 

“ What’s the good of your grandfather ’s harp ? ” 
asked the tiger. 

“ Oh, it lulls you to sleep in spite of all pain,” 
answered the wily hare. 

The tiger, smarting with his burns and the stings 
of the bees, longed to forget his p^ain in sleep, and 
so asked to be allowed to take the hare’s place for 
a few hours. The hare consented, and told the 
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tiger he had only to put his pawabetwcen the trees 
when the wind blew, and the most enchanting airs 
of music would soon waft him to dreamland. Of 
course, the tiger’s paw was caught between the 
trees and fearfully crushed. • 

Thrice cheated, the tiger again limped off in 
pursuit. This time he found the hare had fallen 
into a pit dug to catch game. When oalled on to 
surrender himself for death, the hare denied his 
identity as before, and said — 

“ How could I have cheated you so when I have 
been watching my grandfather’s game-pit aft the 
time ? Here I have more game*th§n I can cat.” 

The tiger, smarting with burns add stings and 
crippled in one paw, could rib longer run down 
game, and so ai^ed permi.ssion to jump down into 
the pit, and cat fl^e game that fell in. , 

The hare agreed, and, as soon as the tiger was 
safe in tHb pit, began tickling his burns with a 
straw. , 

“Stop that, or I’ll throw you out of the pit," 
said the tiger. 

The hare kept on tickling, and at last the tiger 
threw'him out of^the pit altogether. The hare then 
ran to some Shans, who had dug the pit, and told 
them that so large a tiger had ^a^en into a pit that 
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they would need ^ven all their women to drag it 
out of the pit. 

Who’ll watch our children?” said the Shans. 

" I,” replied the hare. 

While the villagers were gone, the hare killed all 

the children by sticking arrows into their eyes, and 

ran up into the roof of one of the houses. When 

the Shans icturned, they were of course enraged at 

the death of their children, and pursued the hare, 

who hid in a shallow hole in the rocks. The Shans 

tried the hole with a Idng rattan to see how deep 

it was, but the wily hare coiled up the rattan as 

« 

fast as it was ,thi\ist in. Rattan after rattan was 
joined on, till the Shans were discouraged at the 
idea of tryingto digf the hare out of so deep a hole 
with their knives alone. They a^went home for 
digging-tools, leaving a blear-eyea man to watch. 

While' they were away, the hare came near the 
mouth of the hole and asked the man ^hy he did 
not cure his sore eyes, and toljl him he had 
medicines with him which would cure him instantly. 

The watchman, by the hare’s direction,, put his 
eye down to the mouth of the hole, when the hare 
killed hiih instantly by thrusting an arrow into his 
eye. He then cooked part of the blear-eyed man’s 
flesh, and hid belynd a rock. The Shans returned. 
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and, seeing flesh roasting over, the Are, thought 
their watchman had killed the hare, and left their 
share of the flesh for them. 

After they had feasted heartily, the hare shouted, 
“ Look behind that tree,” and then bolted. 

Behind the tree they found the mangled remains 
of their comrade. 

The hare from his great wisdom soon became 
the umpire to whose decision all the disputes of 
the forest were referred. Among many famous 
decisions of his is that of the case of the tiger and 
the boar. 

The Tiger and Tiifi Qoar. 

A tiger and a wild boar were brought up as foster- 
brethren, and pledged themselvcg fo an eternal 
friendship. Thj boar became very fat as he 
reached maturity,* and the tiger’s mouth watered 
every time he looked at his friend’s fat sides, and 
he began to seek an excuse for eating him. 

One morningathe tiger went, with much feigned 
sadness, to the boar, and told him he had been 
disturbed by bad dreams, and told his friend, " 1 
dreamed that I ate you, and your fat sides tasted 
deliciously.” . 

“ Well, what of that ? ” said the boar. 

“ The trouble is,” replied the atiger, “ we tigers 
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have an ancestral custom which compels us to 
make true any dream we have, and so, however 
reluctant to break our friendship, I must eat you.” 

The boar refused to be bound by any tiger’s 
custom, and after great dispute they agreed to refer 
the matter to the nearest king, and set out for his 
court. When they reached the palace, the tiger 
told the bear to go right in, and he would follow 
soon. The boar took his seat in the audience 
chamber, but the tiger secured a private meeting 
with the king, and offered him a bribe of a hind 
quarter of the boar to decide in his favour. 

Crowds assQmbled to see the strange spectacle 
of a lawsuit between two wild animals. The sight 
of the boar’s ftit sides made the mouths of the king 
and queen and nobles water ti^ the floor was 
bedewed with saliva. The bribe, so tempting, of 
course, caused the ca.se to be prejudged. The tiger 
pleaded the sanctity of ancestral custonts, and with 
plentiful tears bewailed his sad fa^e in being com- 
pelled to eat so valued a friend. 

The boar pleaded the inviolability of. the ties 
which bound them together. The boar pleaded in 
vain, for his fatness showed so temptingly the bribe 
the tiger had offered that the case went against 
him. 'When th^ decision was made, the boar 
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demanded seven days in whicl» to dispose of his 
property and make provision for his family, and 
was released, after taking a solemn oath to return 
for death on that day week. While sadly visiting 
his old haunts, the boar met the hare, and*was 
asked why he looked so sorrowful. The boar 
replied by telling of the sad fate that awaited him. 

“ When ? In such an insignificant tasc as this 
hire me as your lawyer,” said the hare. 

The boar, of course, retained the hare as his 
legal adviser, and on the appointed day the ^wo 
went to court together. 

The boar claimed the right to^riiig farther pleas 
in his case, as he was now represenfed by proper 
legal counsel. The hare pantbd and pretended to 
be completely o^t of breath, and said he must have 
a nap to rest him ^before he could do full justice in 
so important a case. A mat was spread’ for him, 
and the hlire pretended to drop euslcep, while the 
king and queerw and nobility looked with watering 
mouths at the fat sides of the boar. 

At last the hare sprang up, and, clasping his 
hands in ecstasy, he exclaimed, “ What a glorious 
dream I have had ! I dreamed that I eloped with 
the queen, and how I did enjoy her embraces. We 
hares have an ancestral custonf that we tnust make 
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good every dream we have, so I must elope with 
the queen.” 

With that he seized the queen’s hand, and began 
dragging her away. 

'fhe king saw he must reverse his previous 
decision in the case of tiger and boar, or have his 
favourite queen ravished before his eyes, so he 
hastily dedded against the sanctity of ancestral 
customs, and freed the boar. 

, The Tiger and the Man. 

A poor toungya cultivator left his breakfast 
every morning^in his hut in the tpungya, and a 

tiger came and stole it every day. The man in his 

1 ^ 

anger set a trap of huge logs so arranged as to fall 
on any animal which touched the^bait. The tiger 
was caught and badly crushed by the logs, but 
was still alive. When the man came in on hearing 
the roars, the tiger pleaded hard for his life. He 
admitted the daily theft, but urged that theft was 
not a capital crime, and that he had been so 
severely punished already by the fall of 'the trap 
that he ought in justice to be released froin the 
trap. 

The man refused, saying he feared the tiger 
would eat him if released. The tiger swore most 
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solemnly never to attempt rev«nge, and was re- 
leased. 

As soon as he was out of the trap he seized 
the man, and was about to devour him. The man 
pleaded the sanctity of the oath just taken. The 
tiger told him necessity knew no law, and that, 
crippled as he was, he could no longer catch game 
for his daily food, but must eat the marf or starve. 

The hare happened to be passing, and the case 
was referred to him for decision. 

The hare, with a wise look, said, “ I can’t undpr- 
stand this matter clearly, ^ow, you both act out 
just what each did.” 

The man told where he hid his breakfast every 
day, and showed how he set the . trap. The hare 
said he could r.^t understand the trap, and made 
the man set it to how it was done. The tiger 
was then ordered to show what he did, ani accord- 
ingly entered the trap, but walked round gingerly, 
carefully avoiding the spring of the trap. 

“ I don’t see that anything happened to you 
that you can justly complain of,” said the hare. 
“ How could you have received these terrible 
bruises ” 

The tiger edged nearer and nearer, till at last he 
touched the spring, and the tra"^ fell again^ 
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“Out dah* andnattack him,” said the hare, “and 
never again restore an advantage to an enemy too 
strong for you.” 

The Tiger and the Elephant. 

A tiger and an elephant once made a bet as to 
which was the largest. The winner was to eat the 
loser. The^ agreed to leave the decision "to the 
men of a neighbouring village. Both were- to go 
near the village and roar by turns, and listen to 
what the villagers .said. The elephant roared first. 
It ' is well known that the elephant never roars 
except when in pain, so the villagers said, “ What 
ails that littlp elephant ? What can be attacking 
him ? " The tiger then roared, and the villagers 
said at once, “ There I it’s a tiger that is attacking 
the little elephant. He must be a.'inonster to prey, 
on elephants." ^ * 

“ There ! do you hear that ?” said the tiger. “ You 
are pronounced a little elephant, while I am called 
a monster. Now I’ll eat you.” * 

The elephant begged for a week’s delay, to enable 
him again to visit his birthplace and his ancient 
feeding-grounds, and to bid good-bye to his family. 
The respite was granted, and the elephant swore to 

be on hapd at the appointed day. 

• * 

* A iong'handled knife or cleaver. 
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The elephant, on revisiting the pool from which 
he was accustomed to drink, wept so profusely over 
his sad fate that his tears made the stream salt. 
The hare lived farther down the stream, and when 
he found his drinking-water brackish he started up 
stream to see what had defiled the water. 

When he found the elephant, he asked why he 
looked so thin in flesh, and why he wftpt so pro- 
fusely. The elephant told the story of the lost bet, 
and the hare laughingly replied, “ If that is all, hire 
me as your lawyer, and 1*11 soon set you free.’* , 
The hare’s legal services were retained, and both 
proceeded together on the appointed day to the 
place of rendezvous. They went a little early. 

The hare told the elephant to feign death, and 
when he bit him on the ear to raise his head, and 
when he pulled hyn fby the end of the trunk to 
move in the direction in which he was pulled. 

As soon &s the tiger came near, he saw the hare 
skipping over the huge, apparently dead carcase, 
every now and then nibbling the car of the elephant, 
when the huge head of the elephant would rise as 
if the hare had lifted it. Every now and then the 
hare would pull at the trunk, and the whole body 
of the elephant would roll over as if by the efforts 
of the hare. The tiger thought*tbe hare had killed 

K. 
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his elephant, and<6aid to himself, “That’s a wonder- 
fully strong little fellow, to kill my elephant and 
drag the body about so easily. I don’t believe even 
I am a match for him. I'll try and get my elephant 
peaceably, but I shall not dare risk a hght with a 
beast that can kill and drag about a whole elephant 
like that’’ On going nearer, the tiger said, “ Hallo ! 
what are 3?ou doing with my elephant ? ’’ 

The hare replied in a grumbling tone, as if his 
mouth was full of food, “ One elephant is not 
epough for my breaki'ast ; have you come to eke 

t 

out my meal with your flesh ? ’’ 

The tiger, ki great fright, said, “ I came to eat, 

t 

and not to be eaten,” and rushed in terror to the 
dense jungle, roaring with rage at losing his food. 

In the jungle he met a monkey, to whom he 
recounted the story of his loslt ejiephant. 

The monkey said he would plead the case if his 
legal services were engaged, and receiver the lost 
elephant. t 

The monkey said he could not walk to the place, 
but the tiger must carry him on his back., (He 
really only wanted the honour of riding a tiger.) 
The monkey tried again and again, but the tiger’s 
skin was so smooth and glossy, he fell off at the 
first forward stepi *At last, the monkey cut creepers 
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and lashed himself firmly to the tiger, and thus 
rode to where the hare and the elephant had last 
been seen. 

The hare, seeing the monkey riding the tiger, 
guessed what had taken place, and so called out, as 
soon as they were within hearing, “Hallo! monkey, 
your father borrowed seven tigers of me, and do 
you think to pay the debt with one ? ” * 

Hearing this, the tiger said to himself, “ I hired 
this fellow to plead my case, and it seems he has 
come to pay his debts with my carcase,” and in bis 
fright rushed off through thc,dense jungle. 

The poor monkey was dragged tiW half dead by 
the creepers around his waist, and to this day has 

m m 

a very small waist. 

The Har^ aInd the Alligator.'* 

■ 

Some crows conceived a spite against an alli- 
gator, and contrived a plan to kill him and feast 
on his flesh. T<hey went to the alligator and told 
him they had found a mountain pool which was 
perfectly alive with fish, and that they would guide 
him t(^ it if he would only throw them out an 
occasional fish. The crows guided the alligator far 
away from any water, till the poor fellow was nearly 
worn out with the journey, so long Tor the alligator’s 
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short legs. Wlfen the alligator was tired and 
refused to go further, the crows would tell him the 
wind murmuring among the pines was the dashing 
of the waves on the sides of the pool, now near at 

r 

hand, and so coaxed the alligator farther and 
farther away from water in hopes he would die 
from fatigue and thirst. 

At last*' when all worn out and nearly dead, the 
alligator met a cartman, who told him that there 
was no pool in the neighbourhood. The alligator 
pleaded hard with the cartman to carry him home, 
as he was too much, exhausted ever to get home 
alone. " 

f 

The cartman pitied him, and lashed him firmly 

« V 

on the cart like a log, and took him home. The 
jolting and tipping of the cart n^adc the ropes cut 
into the alligator and really Seriously hurt him. 

When they reached the pool, the alligator 
begged the cartman to drive the oxen part way 
into the pool, so that he could get off the cart into 
water deep enough to float him, as he was too 
much exhausted to walk even a step on dry land. 
The cartman drove into the pool as far as l}e dared, 
and the instant the alligator was released, he seized 
one of the oxen and was about to devour him. 
The cartman pleaded for his ox, and protested 
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against the shocking ingratitude thus rewarding 
one who had just saved his life. 

The alligator said he was so badly injured by 
the cutting of the cords which bound him to the 
cart that he could no longer catch his accustomed 
meals of fish, and must either eat the ox or starve. 

While they were debating, the hare came along, 
and the case was referred to him for decision. 
The hare examined the cuts made by the ropes, 
and said, “ You really have been seriously wronged 
by some one, but you have hot yet shown that the 
cartman was the one who injured you. Now, I 
don’t clearly see how this all ^ap^en^d. To enable 
me to understand the matter, let cath show just- 
how he acted.” 

The alligator climbed on the cart, and the cast- 
man tied him dowif the alligator all thp time 
crying out, “ Tighter yet, tighter yet ; yoU bound 
me tightertthan that,” being anxious to show as 
strong a case of^cruelty as possible. 

When the' cartman could strain the cords no 
tighter, the hare said, “ Now take your club and 
pay him off.” 

The* cartman beat the alligator till he was almost 
dead, and till the alligator in his pain burst the 
cords and escaped more dead than ali^^. The 
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alligator of coursp vowed vengeance against the 
wily hare, and laid in wait for him to catch him 
when he came down to the river to drink. The 
hare evaded his foe for a long time, but at last was 
caught. 

“Um-m-m-m,” chuckled the alligator, as he held 
the hare fast in his horny lips. 

“ That’s u woman’s, cry,” said the hare ; “ a man 
would call out, ‘ Ha-a-a,’ when he had gained a 
victory.” 

The alligator, anxious to vindicate his sex, 
shouted, “ Ha-a-a,” and of course opened his lips 
with the open syllable. The hare jumped out, and 
pulled out the alligator’s tongue as he fled, so that 
to this day alligator^ have no tongues. 

, The Hare and tjhe^ isNAiL. 

The bare was so much puffed up with pride at 
his many victories over the beasts of the 'forest, that 
he began to tyrannize over the weaker ones. He 
specially abused the snails, tormenting them so that 
they could no longer earn enough by their work to 
pay their taxes to the snail king. They laid a 

f 

formal complaint before their king, and asked either 
for deliverance from the hare or a remission of 
taxes. *■ 
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When the snail king heard this^he flew in a rage, 
and went at once to the hare and asked him why 
he thus injured his subjects. 

“ What are you good for that you should chal- 
lenge my right ? ” said the hare. • 

“ I’m good at running races,” .said the snail ; and 
challenged the hare to a trial of speed. 

Choking with laughter, th^ hare agreed. The 
snail stipulated that, as he was an aquatic animal, 
he should run in the creek to the goal, which was 
to be fixed at the mouth of the creek. This pro- 
voked a fresh burst of mirth from the hare,*tvfio 
thought that, as the advantage of a ^traight course 
on shore was his, he was doubly sure of victory. 

The match was arranged fopthe next morning. 
The goal and starting-points were fixed, and t^e 
snail went home and jstationed one of his subjects 
at each bend of the river, while one was hid at the 
goal. Thd snail king went to the starting-place. 
The word “goj' was given, and the snail king 
jumped into the river, and the hare trotted off 
gently, sure of victory. At the first bend of the 
river he shouted, “ Hallo, snail 1 ” Far ahead the 
reply 2ame back, “ Here ! " 

“ Well, that fellow runs well,” thought the hare, 
and began to strain every nerve and make>his best 
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time, but at cacl^ curve a snail ahead shouted, 
“ Here ! ” and when he came to the goal, a snail 
was quietly nibbling at the flowers placed there to 
mark it. 

All snails look so much alike that the hare never 
suspected that the snail that he saw at the goal 
was not the same that started in the race. The 
hare was never beateq till he began to oppress the 
poor. (His cheating of the powerful is not deemed 
disgraceful by the Karens.) 

The Hare and the King. 

A certain Isjin^ once was so proud that he 
became almost unendurable to his subjects. The 
hare went to rcbuke'him. 

,He came into the court and called out, “ Hey, 
you fellow, who are you, anyway ? ** 

The answer was, " I am the king.” 

The hare replied, “ Well, I’m only a jiingle beast, 
and don’t know what ‘ king ' means.” 

“ A king is one who has nothing above him,” 
was the reply. , 

“ Well, I declare ! Is there nothing above you ? ” 
questioned the hare, with a look of astonishnfent. 

“ Nothing,” answered the king. 

“Welly I never saw a man with nothing above 
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him before, and I want to tak^ a good look at 
you.” • 

“ Look your fill,” the king replied. 

The hare stared at the king for hours, till an 
urgent call of nature led the king to attempt to 
leave the court quietly, without attracting notice. 
The hare called out, “ Hey, you king, where are 
you going to ? ” 

The king, abashed, sat down again, and went on 
with business. 

This was repeated several times, till the king 
could hold out no longer, and blurted out, “ IT you 
must know, I’m going.” 

“ Ah ! you’re no king,” .shouted the* hare ; “ your 
own bowels arc your master. •They»demand food, 
and you arc powerless to resist ; they send ypu 
on private erranSs, wfeich you arc compelled to do.” 
The hare then went on to show him death,*sickness, 
and old a^ were all above him, and that he must 
obey them, and^that by his own definition only God 
was king. 

. The Hare and the Buffaloes. 

A l^lack and a white buffalo grazed peacefully 
together in a large plain. 

The hare went to the blacl? one, and told him 
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that the white one, had said, “ That black buffalo 
eats so much I shall be starved.” 

He then went to the white one, and reported 
that the black buffalo had said, “That white buffalo 
eats So much I shall be starved.” 

In this way he soon raised a fight, and while the 
buffaloes were goring each other, the hare kept 
skipping from the head of one combatant to the 
other, and urging them on to fight with greater 
fury. 

By a misstep he fell between the two just as 
their heads met, and was crushed to death. Even 
wisdom and cui>ning like that of the hare will not 
save a mischidf-maker. 

The hares ihultipfied rapidly till they filled all 
Pegu. Such was the dread inspired by the mar- 
vellous jcunning of the progenitor of all the hares, 
that no animals or men dared to venture to live in 
Pegu. 

When Taw-mai-pah’s * descendants began to find 
the Toungoo hill tracts too strait for them, a wise 
man arose among them who proposed to colonize 
Pt^. 

“ Who dares to go there ? ” was the reply of all. 
“Tigers, elephants, alligators, and men have all 

The mythical alicestor of all the Karen dans. 
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been beaten by this cunning har^, and what chance 
have we ? ” 

The wise man undertook the task of conquering 
the hares. He went to Pegu on a pretended visit, 
and, talking to the hares, said, “ It’s strange you 
should all hang together so well. Your progenitor, 
single-handed, conquered all beasts by his cunning ; 
are you less wise than he that you unit® younselves 
so closely? Why don’t you live a hare to each 
bunch of kaing grass, and each trust to his indi- 
vidual cunning? » • ^ 

This roused the pride of the hares, and* they 
followed his counsel. wlien * tl^p hares were 
separated, men and beasts attacked tlfem, and lived 
for years on their flesh, till nbt a Bare is left in 
Pegu to-day, even for a curiosity. Disunion meawis 
defeat 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SOME OF JHEIR NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

The opprcs.sion of ages has made the Karen 
reticent and very suspicious up to the point where 

he yields his confidence.* If he thinks he can trust 

■ 

you, he passes at once from the extreme of sus- 
picion to cxcesfiive confidence, and yields himself 
unconditionalfy. He knows no half-measure in 
this. A party* of Karens once came to Dr. Vinton 
in Rangoon from the Cambodia. ^They had been 
shown his signature by a traveTlii^g teacher. When 
they came into the doctor’s house, they cautiously 
talked round the bush for a time, and nd one could 
make anything of them. At last, professing a 
desire to see English writing, they asked Dr. Vin- 
ton to sign his name, and took it off to the end 
of the verandah, where they carefully compared it 
with what seemed to be a piece of dirty crumpled 
paper. Each line was studiously examined, till 
they were convinced that the two were identical. 
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They then flung down their .sivords and daggers; 
ru.shed to the doctor, and wrung his hand.s and 
arms with a true Karen welcome. The little bit of 
crumpled paper with Dr. Vinton’s signature had 
been jealously guarded by them all the long way 
from the Cambodia. When they found the man 
whose name it bore, their suspicions were com- 
pletely disarmed, and they in an irfttant felt as 
much at home with him as if they had known him 
for years. 

The regular hill Karen will obey but one ijian, 
whom he regards as his head. A European Police- 
Superintendent once told me that one of his Karen 
guard had refused to obey some* trifling order 
given him by the Inspector-Generarof Police. The 
Superintendent^ said to the Karen, pointing tefthe 
Inspector-Gener^, That’s my master." •“ Obey, 
him, then,” an.swered the Karen, “ as I obey you, 
who arc Ay master.” The Karen-nees (Red Karen) 
will take no transmitted orders. They have been 
known insolently to refuse to obey their employer’s 
wife (and it must be remembered the wife is by far 
the better half in Burma), although perfectly sub- 
missive to the employer himself. A case came to 
my notice of a Karen-nee, who, while working in a 
feuit-garden, knocked down ‘one of his master’s 
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cousins who came io take some fruit. The master 
had at last to go to the garden himself. Of course, 
this unmanageable sort of fidelity becomes toned 
down with education ; but it shows how the Karen 
looks to his head, and him only, for direction and 
advice. 

Cut adrift from his clan, the Karen is a dangerous 
fellow. Some wild spirits there are among them 
who have separated themselves from their own 
people and taken to a roving, lawless life. The 
Kc^-en dacoit is far more dangerous than the 
Burman dacoit, from his perfect knowledge of 
woodcraft, which enables him to live for months 
in the jungle without any supplies, and to shift the 
scene of his crimes as the fancy suits him. Luckily 
Kctren dacoits are very rare. Glance at a party of 
Karen (Villagers starting off in pursuit of a gang 
of raiders'. Each man has a long sausage of rice 
from six to eight feet in length, and some tour inches 
in diameter, round his shoulder, crossed at the left 
side, and the ends tied together at the waist. His 
musket is slung to his back, with some Salt, red 
pepper, and dried fish. As he stands before you 
without any other baggage, he is equipped and 
ready for a month in the jungle without going near 
a house or a village. He cooks his food in green 
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bamboos, and will be off scouting for a month with- 
out giving his enemy a sign of his presence till he 
closes with him. He shows all the skill of the 
American Indian in tracking and concealing his 
own trail. 

Among his clansmen and with his chief he is 
frank and cheerful. With strangers he is timid, 
suspicious, and retiring. When he descended from 
the hills to the plains, he, to use his own words, 
“lived between the legs of other men.” One of 
their old sayings is, “If ahy one asks you if ^ou 
have seen his buffalo, don’t inquire the shape of 
his horns ; just say, ‘ I haven’t scan him,’ for that 
ends the matter at once.” This reticence often 
makes the Karen appear stupid, 'awkward, and 
obstinate, which he really is not. He will take 
refuge in “ I don’^kgow” and a blank stare»simply 
to avoid further questioning. 

A Burnfan is keen to show off his knowledge — 
sometimes moge than his knowledge ; a Karen will 
rather conceal what he knows, frequently to his 
own hurt. They have a little story which illus- 
trates this. Once upon a time there was a King 
of Ava wedded to a Karen maiden. The young 
queen’s relatives accompanied her to the capital. 
The king’s followers were raised to places of 
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honour, but the c^cen’s relatives were left out in 
the cold. The queen was annoyed at this, and 
one night lectured her royal spouse on this neglect 
of her people. The king said, “ Your relatives 
are not fit for posts of honour.” The queen, how- 
ever, pleaded hard for them, and at last the king 
consented to give them a trial. Accordingly, a 
Karen was- appointed joint-gardener with a Bur- 
man. A few days afterwards the king, while 
walking in the royal gardens, sent for the Karen 
and, in the presence of his courtiers, asked him 
about the condition of the fruit The Karen bluntly 
answered, “ They' are no bigger than my fingers 
and toes.” 

The king then called the Burman and asked the 

same question. The Burman replied, “ The fruit, 

0 

alas ! ,is not yet fit for y<jMr^ Majesty’s table.” 
The quden was then called, and the king said to 
her, “Just imagine your wishing me <10 appoint 
your friends to offices of state. V^Jhy, they do not 
know even how to speak properly.” 

Strange to say, notwithstanding the Karen’s 
suspicious nature, his hospitality is unbounded. 
He will entertain every stranger that comes^, with- 
out asking a question. He feels himself disgraced 
if he ddbs not receive all comers, and give them 
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the very best cheer he has. The wildest Karen 
will receive a guest with a grace and dignity and 
entertain him with a lavish hospitality that would 
become a duke. Hundreds of their old legends 
inculcate the duty of receiving strangers without 
regard to pecuniary circumstances either of host 
or guest. One of the missionaries once wished to 
pay a visit to an old Karen chief whewn he had 
known for many years. As he was about to start, 
a score of his schoolboys begged hard to be allowed 
to accompany him and see the hoary chieftain. Jt 

was a serious matter for the missionary to take with 

* • 

him a set of hungry schoolboys, to iiat the village 
out of house and home ; so they tooTc provisions 
with them. When the boats reached the village, the 
old chief eyed susjjiciously the hampers of rice ami 
vegetables, and was ^cry indignant when h® was 
told they were the provisions of the party. In 
vain the mi^ionary pleaded that he knew how bad 
the last year’s R^ddy crop had been, and how ill 
the villagers could afford to feed his party. The 
old man was inexorable ; he had been disgraced 
before his clan and in his own eyes. So the stores 
of rice and vegetables were given up and left under 
a guard till the party were about to leave, when a 
double quantity of fresh food wa^ forced on fhem as 
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a punishment for»the offence which had been un- 
wittingly committed. 

The Karen accepts hospitality as freely and in 
the same spirit as he gives it He regards it as his 
inviolable right to entertain all strangers and to be 
entertained by them in turn ; and he is indignant 
enough with the Burman whom he has often feasted 
when, as * occasionally happens, a like generous 
treatment is refused to him. Sometimes this un- 
reasoning hospitality brings him into trouble. I 
hp.ve known of a Karen feeding a lot of Burmans 
of whom ho knew nothing, and who had come on 
a cattle-lifting expedition. The Burmans were 
seized, and gave up their unlucky host’s name. 
The Karen was sent to jail with the Burmans, 
although entirely innocent of any^ knowledge of the 
crime committed by his guests. He had never 
questioned them ; they came to his house, and he 
took them in. When the poor felloV came out 
of jail, he was not one whit deterred from his 
customary hospitality. " Why,” said he, “ should I 
do wrong and give up my ancestral custdm because 
the Government did me wrong ? ” 

A Burman will quarrel and fly into a passion, 
and when he has cooled off he will be as good a 
friend u ever agaib. The Karen will not show his 
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passion, but will hold fire for, perhaps, years. A 
cursory acquaintance leads one to fancy that the 
Karens are far more peaceable than the liurmans. 
It is not so, however. Certainly, they do not 
quarrel so openly or so often, but their hatreds are 
far more serious and irreconcilable, although you 
see less of them. In trying to reconcile two Karens 
who have been enemies perhaps for J^ears, it is 
often very difficult to get them even to state their 
grounds of complaint. In many cases a mere 
statement of the facts and a brief explanation are 
sufficient to put an end to thf quarrel. The parties 
are found to be utterly ignorant of each other’s 
grievance : each had sulkily brooded over his 
fancied wrongs and merely avoided. the other. 

A Burman, wl^en angry with you, shows at oifte 
by his noisy elam^uring what the matter ia He 
cools down very soon after he has had his say. A 
Karen wh(? is angry with you severely lets you 
alone, and you have .serious difficulty often in find- 
ing out what is wrong. If he is aggrieved by any 
act of a Government officer, he says nothing openly, 
but qmetly passes on the word that the officer in 
question is “ no friend to Karens." The wrong 
done, or believed to be done, is never forgotten, 
an(] the officer concerned will nev^r be able to get 
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any active help from the clansmen. Their singular 
clannishness leads them to adopt the prejudices of 
any of their number who has, or fancies he has, a 
grievance. Rightly or wrongly, they believe that 
the British Government, although desirous to be 
just to all, docs not care for them. They have a 
rooted conviction that they are looked down upon ; 
that their English rulers are fond of the Burmans, 
but despise the Karens. I fear there is a good 
deal of ground for this conviction. The Govern- 
ment has hitherto looked with indifference on the 
Karens ; has never made any serious effort to con- 
ciliate them or win their confidence. Everything 

has been done for the Burmans ; nothing, or nearly 

• • 

nothing, for the Karens. They see this and take 
n6te of it. They respect us and ^re loyal because 
they know that life, property, jind the honour of 
their women are safe only under our rule. But 
we have failed to secure the allegiance of their 
hearts. The Government has neglected them, and 
they feel the neglect keenly. We have failed to 
obtain the real headship over them, because' we 
have never touched their hearts. The fealty to 
chiefs of their own blood they would have trans- 
ferred ^ the English ruler, if he had only courted 
it, striven to understand them, and sympathised 
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with their aspirations. The consequence of our 
neglect of them is that they have none to look to 
but their missionaries. Christian and heathen alike 
look to them as their protectors ; and fortunate for 
us it is that the missioncu-ies have always been the 
noble, unselfish, high-minded, loyal men they are. 

The ordinary Burman is cringing to his superiors 
and overbearing to his inferiors. The Karen loathes 
this. His chief — whoever he be — is primus, but 
inter pares, and it is a bitter thing for him to 
have to ape Burmese servility in the local courts 
presided over by Burmese judges. If you allow a 
Burman to dispense with the sfiiko^ or obeisance, 
which by ancient custom he is bound to make to 
his superiors, he despises yofl. Tjtat a Karen 
firmly and kincBy, and he behaves like a rc^l 
gentleman. He is easiest led when you tre^t him 
with familiarity, as one under your protection, and 
claim his tespcct from your own character and 
ability to lead Ijiiii' Important failures of justice 
have been known to occur in out own courts, owing 
to the Karen’s distrust of us and his rooted aversion 
to Burmese ways and Burmese authority. He 
speaks the Burmese language very imperfectly — • 
far more imperfectly than he understands it. He 
is secretly enraged at having to dq obeisandh {shiko) 
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and say “ My lorc^” to a Burman officer and to the 
Burman subordinate officials and underlings who 
throng the public offices, and too often form a 
hedge around our courts impenetrable to a Karen. 
When questioned, he frequently takes refuge in “ I 
don't know ” and a blank stare, hoping to get off 
to his jungle and to his work. This is, of course, 
against him, and often leads to miscarriages of 
justice. I have heard intelligent Karens say that 
not one-half of the cases of cattle-theft from their 
vilkges ever come to light, or are even reported to 
the police. When I asked the reason of this, they 
said, “It is nevus'e, and we cannot bear to fawn 
and cringe t6 a Burman who, after all, won’t help 
us.” They would father try and run down the 
thieves themselves than be detained from day to 
day with “ Come to-morrow at.1ten o'clock " for their 
cold comfort ! An English official of rank once 
challenged to the proof the assertion so^ften fruit- 
lessly made that Karens could nqt get access to 
him. The person to whom the challenge was ad- 
dressed asked permission to walk round his eburt, 
and see if he could not find an instance ready to 
hand. The official had not been seated in his office 
ten minutes when a Karen was brought to him who 
hadi becli dancing, attendance for full five weeks to 
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get a chance of paying in his fishery tax. The 
poor fellow had followed the English officer in vain 
from stage to stage, carrying the money in his 
hand, while notices to pay and summonses were 
accumulating at his house. The records showed 
no sign of the petitions which he had sent intimating 
his readiness to pay his tax, and he appeared a.s a 
defaulter when all the time he had Ijeen vainly 
trying to get a chance to square up accounts. 

The attitude of the Karen to the Burman is 
distinctly hostile. The cruelties and oppression 
practised by the Burmese for generations cannot 
be easily effaced from th'eir ■memory. Karen 
mothers still the cries of their children by telling 
them, “A Burman is comings” I have heard a 
Karen say, “In olden times we were ground down 
by the Burmese*; now we are free, and cnjo;|^ equal 
rights with them*under the British Government. 
Nevertheless, since all the subordinate officials are 
Burmese, we are really harassed just as before.” 

A Burman is wise in his generation. He never 
dreams of worrying an educated Karen, for he 
knows he would catch a Tartar if he did. But the 
illiterate and simple are often victims of rapacity 
and wrongdoing.* Our Government goes very little 

* The following is an extract fronf a, report in 1882 by an 
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below the surface in its management of subject 
peoples. We seem to fancy that codes of rules and 

assistant-commissioner j on the extortions practised on Karens by 
Biirman monev-lenders : — 

“ The Biirznan money-lender seldom or never lends money to the 
Karen excepting against payment in paddy ; the paddy is thus 
bought a year or ten months in advance at about one-third of its 
value^ and this paddy is taken as principal and interest on the 
money lent. The interest thus taken is considerably higher than 
that taken by Biirmans among themselves. They generally lend to 
Karens at sixty per cent, per annum, to friends at forty-five per 
cent., and to relatives at thirty per cent., and the entire amount 
repayalile (in the case of friends and relations) cannot be more than 
double the principal. They only insist on payments in paddy when 
the borrower lias no property whatever to give as security for the 
money lent. ^ 

“The Karen’s sigjature to the bonds is generally obtained by a 
threat to sue him^n a civil court. These people have a great fear 
of appearing in the courts ; they think that they have but little 
chance of justice ag&inst mo'hey-lendcrs, who arc the most influential 
people of the district. They also believe — I cannot say with what 
reas8n— that the pleaders they engage hardly d<i justice to their cases, 
and are often bought over by the othei; side ; they have also some 
difficulty in • expressing themselves in Bu^ese, and are seldom 
examined through interpreters. 

“ Probably their chief reason for avoiding the court? is the fear of 
seeing their land sold in execution of a decree. They use every 
endeavour to save their land. In some cases ) have found them 
going from year to year to different money-lenders, borrowing every 
year to repay the old debt with interest, in order to s^ve their land.” 

Three cases out of thirty-two officially reported in 1882 will 
illustrate the remarks of the assistant -commissioner, and will show 
why the Karens think that the Burmans are favoured at their expense. 

Case I. — Hpon^ Karen culUvator^ states: Ten years ago, I 
bought a patso for twenty-five baskets of paddy from Moung Hpay 
Toh (Burmafi), Three ^eais ago, Moung Hpay Toh attacked my 
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regulations cut and dry are all, that is necessary. 
It is rare to find any sympathy — born of a real 

threshing-floor, containing 250 baskets of paddy. This year, the 
court bailiff and Moung lipay Toh made me sign a frc.sh bond for 
130 baskets of paddy.” 

(Moung Hpay I'oh, the Burman usurer, was afterwards obliged 
to tear up the bond for 130 baskets of paddy,, in order to stop further 
investigation. ) 

Case II. — Nga^ Shway Lounge Karen cultivator^ states: Three 
years ago, I borrowed forty rupees from Moung ^loh, Burman 
money-lender. I have repaid him 100 baskets of paddy (paddy 
selling at 100 rupees per 100 baskets) and 100 rupees, and he still 
claims from me forty-eight baskets of paddy.” 

Case III. — *'Jl/ee Lain, Karen cultivator^ states: I originally 
borrowed forty-five rupees from Moung Idn, money-lender, Ta#ta- 
bin. He persuaded me to ‘ make registration ^ for this amount for 
400 rupees ; he then sued me and gc 9 t a decree against me. My 
land and fifteen buffaloes were seized. MoufTg Lan, trader and 
money-lender, Tantabin, then lent me 410 rupees to pay off the 
amount of the decree ; for this I w'as to»re])ay him 900 baskets of 
paddy. He also lent me fifty rupees,’ for which I was to repay 100 
baskets of paddy, and ninety-eight rupees without interest. 1 htve 
repaid Moung Lan 66? baskets of jiiiddy ; he still claims from me 
700 baskets of paddy am^niifcty-cight rupees. Monng Lan, who is 
present, states that he will agree to accept 340 baskets of paddy, still 
due, and ninet]|-cight rupees in full satisfaction of his debt. Mce 
Lain agrees to this, and an endorsement to that effect is signed by 
both parties on the biw:k of Mee Loin’s bond.” 

Here are further extracts from correspondence in illustration of 
some of the other ways in which Burmans harass the Karens : — 

Demi-official letter from Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, 
Britis|j Burma, Land Revenue and Agi’icultural Department, to 
the Settlement Oiheer, Bassein, dated July 27, 1S83. 

“ One of the principal Karen missionaries here has addressed the 
chief commissioner about the persecution which he declares the 
Kai^s are subjected to hy blackguardly lt>a6ng Burmans, who,' 
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appreciation of the^ ideas and wants of communities 
— influencing our acts as a ruling power. Our 

whenever the Karens take u]> a new habitation or village, come and 
settle down in their midst and among them, thieving, drinking, 
opium-eating, etc. The missionary declared that the Karens in 
parts have no life of it, and have to move about to get rid of these 
pests. He added that, in consequence, nothing in the shape of 
permanent schools can be established in Karen villages. 

“ Mr. Crosthwaite has the idea that you spoke to him to much 
the same effeclb in Bassein, and I think I have heard you allude to 
the obstructions of Burman pests in Karen communities. Is it so, 
and have you any personal knowledge of this state of affairs ? If 
the facts be as they are reported, the chief commissioner has quite 
made up his mind to find and apply a remedy. Probably it would 
takdi the shape of a grant or lease at a nominal revenue of an area 
for a village, the grant or lease, of course, carrying the right in the 
lessees to keep out all intrudets. Will you kindly say by return — 

“ (rt) If you are edgnkant of this sort of persecution of the Karens ; 
“ (b) If you can niention any specific cases (and, if you can, please 
slate them) ; « » 

“ {c) What remedy you would suggest, and how you would work it ; 

Whether in your opinion the migratory tendencies of the 
Karens are in any way owing to this pensecutitm and intrusion ; 

“ (/*) "Whether the facts apply to the* Plfin Karens as well as to 
the Hill Kerens?” 

Demi-olficial letter from Settlement Officer, Bassein, ft the Secretary 
to the Chief Commissioner, British Burma, Land Revenue and 
Agricullural Department, dated July 30, iS!^3. 

I believe that the account given by the missionaries of what is 
actually taking place in Karen villages is substantial fy correct, I 
called attention to this state of things in my re])ort two years ago 
(see paragraphs 12 and 13, Settlement Report, 1880-1 and 
described it in the very words of your present letter. I have 
continually heard complaints in the Karen villages of Burmese loafers 
fiettliag down among them, stealing their property, swindling them 
out of their lands and frof)s, and introducing opium and gambling 
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methods are thoroughly Procrustean. We treat 
all alike. Wc do not appear to understand what 

among them. In several cases I have myself written demi-officially 
to the deputy-commissioner, and asked him to interfere. 1 remem- 
ber doing this in the case of the villages of Gonyindan, in Kar.ywa 
circle, and Kyaiklat, in the Pay bin circle. The Karens will not, as 
a rule, come to officials and complain unless they see them in their 
villages, and in the two cases I have just mentioned, the jieople 
w'ould not have gone to the deputy-commissioner unless I had given 
them a letter. The reason of this is, I believe, that nearly all the 
othcials arc Burmans and leagued against the Karens. A petition 
is presented to the deputy-commissioner ; he sends it Imck for report 
to the thiigyi, who has appointed his creatures as ywalugyis, and if 
the ywalugyi of the kwin is a Burman it is very certain that, unless 
the deputy-commissioner has been himself to the spot, a rejihrt will 
come back stating that the Burmans ihavc lived in the village for a 
large number of years, and that they should notJibe ejected. 

“ What I have said applies chiefly to the Christian Karen villages, 
but the state of things is much worse ^ the c^se of the heathen 
Karens. They are more ignorant, and, lx;ing more easily led away, 
the Burman finds in them an easy prey. They are afraid of^he 
officials, so that their tomplg.ints are never heard of. In the Aingme 
and Kyaukkanni circle^ 1 found the Karen villages in a Mreadful 
state. The Burmans had settled down in nearly all thdir villages ; 
they had swindled them out of their lands, and in many cases re- 
duced them to a state of semi -serfdom. The Karens had taken to 
opium-eating, and ir^ one or two villages I found that women and 
young children were opium-eaters. The ywalugyis were in many 
cases Upper Burman gamblers and opium-eaters, who, instead of 
helping and protecting the villagers, either swindled them themselves 
or helped others to do this. I called attention to this in my report 
on the ^ses of oppression among the Karens, but 1 believe these 
ywalugyis are still there. The ywalugyi of Kangyidaungale figured 
prominently in two or three cases ; the ywalugyis of Kyonsain and 
Kwingyi are opium-eaters and gamblers, and were swindling the 
Karens out of their money and land; thS ywalugyi of Yegalok had 
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national prejudice^ and aspirations are, or why 
there should be any such. When other powers 

swindled a Karen ont of his land (this case went up for the chief 
commissioner’s orders), lliese are the mimes and facts that I 
remember at the moment, but there arc more of them. These men 
are, as a matter of fact, appointed by the thugyi, and are as a rule 
his creature.s, and it is no wonder that ])Cople will not petition when 
the report has to go through such channels. 

“The rule in lhi.s district and most others, 1 believe, has always 
been for the ywalugyi to grant house-sites and ijermission for building 
in the villages under him. The ihugyi is in some cases supposed to 
do this himself, but he as a rule leaves it to the ywalugyi. When 
the ywalugyi is him.se]f a Karen, he does not allow the Ihirmans to 
settle down in his village. There is no written rule as to the agency 
througlf which house-sites should l)e granted in villages; but if it 
were made a rule that they should be granted through the Ihugyi 
or ywalugyi, a writtcKi order from the deputy-commissioner that no 
llurinans should jf1 lowed to settle in a certain village or within a 
quarter of a mile of it would be sufficient. 

“I think that the Burmans who have already settled down in 
Kaijpn villages should be compelled to remove their houses when 
their presence is complained of. I do, not Hhow under what law 
this could be done, but the deputy-commissioner has hitherto done 
it where thrf intruders had not held the land for twelve years. The 
migratory tendency of the Karens is naturally increased by this state 
of things, and they fly away as soon as the Burmans have taken 
possession of their lands. ^ 

“I do not think that this state of things would be found among 
the Hill Karens, as the Burmans do not like living entirely away 
from their own countrymen ; but I have no information on this 
subject. 

“ Whilst writing on this subject, I may allude to another common 
complaint among the Karens— the paddy-thefts* The Burman 
loafers who settle among them are as a rule thieves, and they go at 
night in the kwin to the different threshing-floors, carry off sheave.s, 
and thresh them in theajiihgle. There is hardly a kwin in which 
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threaten the independent existeqce of nationalities, 
we are eager enough to interfere. But the charity 
that adorns us in Europe is doffed in Eastern Asia. 

The following extract from an unpublished 
address to the Viceroy of India by a representative 
Karen, after the first Burmese war, will show what 
the condition of the Karens was under Burmese 
rule ; — • 

“ Through the goodness of God, my nation, sons 
of the forest and children of poverty, ought to 
praise thy nation, the white foreigners, exceeding^ly ; 
and we ought to obey your orders, for the Karens, 
the sons of the eastern forest, ha\iq neither head 
nor ear. They are poor, and scattered everywhere ; 
are divided in every direction^ at fhe sources of 
the waters, and^in the glens above them. When 
they fall among the. Siamese, the Siamese, make 

these petty thefts are not committed every night ; and I have often 
seen in the jwgle sheave.s which had been threshed out by the 
thieves the night before. The thieves are very seldom caught, and 
when they arc caught the punishment is so very light that it has no 
deterrent effect whatever, 

“ I think that the best remedy for these complaints of the Karens 
is to give them Karen ywalugyis and thugyis whenever the majority 
of the population is Karen ; for the subilivisional officers to visit the 
Karen villages in the interior, and hear themselves the complaints of 
the people ; and I also think that Government should encourage the 
study of the Karen language, as officers who understood the language 
would more easily gain confidence. * 


“D. M. S.*» 
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them slaves. Whpn they fall among the Burmans, 
the Burmans make them slaves. So they live on 
one stream beyond another, and cannot see each 
other. They have had other things to do rather 
than visit. The Burmans made them drag boats, 
cut rattans, collect dammer, seek beeswax, gather 
cardamoms, strip bark for cordage, clear away 
citic.s, pulk logs, and weave large mats. Besides 
this, they demanded of them presents of yams, the 
bulbo-tubers of arum, ginger, capsicum, flesh, 
elephants’ tusks, rhinoceros’ horns, and all the 
various kinds of vegetables that are eaten by the 

a 

Burmans. The men being employed thus, the 
women had to labour at home Sometimes the men 
were at home four' or five days in two or three 
months. They were compelled hy the Burman 
rulers • to guard forts, to act , as guides, to kidnap 
Siamese', and to go from one place to another, till 
many dropped down dead in the midst of the 
jungle. Notwith-standing they did all this, they 
had their arms twisted behind them, were beaten 
with stripes, struck with the fist, and poubded with 
the elbow, days without end. 

e 

“ In the midst of these sufferings, they remem- 
bered the ancient sayings of the elders, and prayed 
beneath*^ the bushed, though the rains poured upon 



NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS. 1 59 

them, or the musquitoes, the gn^ts, the leeches, or 
the horse-flies bit them. The elders said, ‘ Children 
and grandchildren, as to the Karen nation, their 
God will yet save them.’ Hence in their deep 
affliction, they prayed, ‘ If God will save us, let Him 
save speedily. We can endure these sufferings no 
longer. Alas ! where is God ? ’ 

“ Sometimes the Burmans would kidnap the 
Karens in Siam and carry them up to Ava, to the 
presence of the king ; and thus separated from 
father or mother, husband or wife, child or grand- 
child, they yearned for each other, and many 
sickened and died on the way before reaching the 
monarch’s feet. Sometimes the Siamese kidnapped 
the Karens in Burma, and suBjecteef them to like 
treatment. The Karens in Siam knew that these 
whom the Siamese, brought from Burma were 
their relatives, and their tears flowed when they 
saw them ;• yet they dared not to tell the Siamese, 
or supplicate fqr them. So those in Burma, when 
they saw the Burmans leading away the Karens 
they had kidnapped in Siam, knew they were their 
cousins ; yet they dared not speak or entreat for 
them,*for if they said they were their relations, or 
begged for them, death was the immediate conse- 
quence. Moreover, the Karens .dared not dwell 
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near the cities ; {or the Burmans took away all 
their rice and paddy, and everything they had, and 
carried off their women by force. Hence they 
went far off, and dwelt on the streamlets, and in 
the gorges of the mountains. After all, the rulers 
sometimes took their paddy ; and, in a state of 
starvation, they would eat at random the roots and 
leaves of the jungle, and thus great numbers died. 
Sometimes the rulers assembled them together 
near the city, where, having nothing to eat, great 
nugibers died of sickness and starvation. Some- 
times they would have to carry rice for soldiers 
under march, and being unable to cultivate their 
fields, great 'numbers died of hunger from this 
cause. Then those whom the rulers called, if 
unable to go, either from sickness^ in their families 
or in their own persons, had to give money to the 
officers that came, and money for the rulers that 
sent them ; and if they had no moneys they were 
compelled to borrow of the Burmans, and thus 
became their slaves. 

“ Furthermore, the Karens were not permitted to 
go into the presence of the rulers. They were only 
allowed to hold a little communication with the 
Burman that was set over them. At one time, in 
the days of Diweoh, when the Karens were fast 
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dying off with starvation, and ^crc so employed 
that they could not cultivate the land, my uncle, 
who is a chief, determined to go and ask the 
governor to give the Karens liberty to cultivate 
the land and raise provisions to a small extent. 
So he went unto Diwoon, but he was thrown into 
prison immediately. His brethren had no rice to 
bring him, and they could feed him thcr» only with 
the stems of wild plantain trees, the male blo.ssom.s 
with their spatlies, and the young shoots of 
bamboos. 

“ Great ruler, the ancestors of the Karens charged 

o 

their posterity thus : ‘ Children and^grandchildren, 
if the thing come by land, weep*; *f by water, 
laugh. It will not come in our* days,* but it will in 
yours. If it come first by water, you will be abic 
to take breath ; but first by land, you wiU not 
find a spot to dwell in.’ Hence, when the ’Karens 
were in the«midst of their inten.se sufferings, they 
longed for thost; that were to come by water, to 
come first.” 

The village economy is very important among 
the Karens. The village is, so to speak, the 
federate unit. Among many of the clans it is 
simply a big barrack, containing eighty to one 
hundred families. The roof is nearly flat, shielded 

M , 
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from the rain by ^lit bamboos cut in lengths and 
laid like tiles. A long hall runs through the entire 
building, and the separate suites of rooms occupied 
by the different families open into this hall. Each 
family has two rooms and an open verandah for 
drying and cleaning paddy. The village has its 
circle of hills all round for its cultivation. In 
times of danger these villages f6rm alliances with 
the* other villages of the clan, and these alliances 
are cemented by marriages among the young 
people. The women thus married are mutual 
hostages for the perfect good faith of the villages 
to one anothcij 

The chieftainship of the village is generally 
hereditary, blit doeS not necessarily run in the line 
of primogeniture. Personal ability and capacity 
for leadership often override the claim of the first- 
born. 'As danger from witho^ut increases, these 
confederacies extend, and the federated villages 
are more closely knit together, ^ome great chief 
arises who becomes the natural head of the con- 
federacy, and he is blindly obeyed by all. As 
danger subsides, the bands are loosed, and mutual 
jealousies among the chiefs lead to internal quarrels 
and separation of interests. 

The hill Kareqs 4}elieve that they are the rightful 



NATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS. 1 63 

owners of all the land ever cjiltivated by the 
members of their village community. Their de- 
structive toungya cultivation rotates over the hills 
within the village circuit once in seven years. 
Between the periods of cultivation of any hillside, 
they regard the land as lying fallow and just as 
exclusively their propei-ty as the land immediately 
under cultivation. They say that th« inferior 
quality of the land in the hills necessitates a longer 
period of fallow than is required in the plains. 
Each member of the village has an undivided share 
in the communal land. If the chief were to '.sell 
this land, or any part of it, withqut consulting 
them and dividing the proceeds fairl/, those who 
had not received their just shades wduld consider 
themselves aggrieved and to have acquired the 
right of reprisal. This right of reprisal is exer- 
cised in a curious way, and takes its character from 
the fusion of absorption, of the individual in the 
clan. , 

A Karen has, or fancies he has, a claim against a 
member of another clan. He brings his claims 
before his chief. If his demand is allowed by his 
own clansmen and rejected by his opponent’s, he is 
not restricted to recovering from the individual 
debtor, but may recover from any, member t)f the 
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Other clan who may come in his way and be able 
to pay. A remarkable instance of this occurred 
not many years ago. A gentleman from Bassein 
was travelling among the Kakhyens (who are 
brothers of the Karens, and have marjy customs in 
common with them) in the Bhamo hills. He was 
suddenly seized, and his ponies and other property 
confiscates, and he was told that the value would 
be’eredited on the claim for blood-money due to 
the clan for the death of a young Kakhyen, who, 
while in attendance on an English officer a year 
before, had died of small-pox. He was desired to 
recover from the offending officer, who was beyond 

c * 

the reach of the Kakhyens. This proceeding was, 

b t 

to a hill Karen, no robbery, but a customary and 
legitimate method of realizing Mffiat was due. A 
sad example of this same custom came under 
my own observation. A plot of land of about one 
hundred and twenty acres, which liad been for 
generations cultivated by a village of hill Karens 
near Toungoo, was sold by the two chiefs of the 
village to a planter who had settled near them. 
There was considerable difficulty in arranging the 
terms of sale, and some disinclination was evinced 
by certain members of the village to part with 
their shares. However, after a lot of haggling. 
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the terms were agreed on between the two chiefs 
and the planter. The Government became aware of 
the ticklish nature of the transaction, and directed 
the local officers to be very careful, and see that 
every villager was made fully aware of what was 
going on. The two chiefs, however, had in the 
mean time been arranging matters in their own 
way, and the villagers were dissatisfied with the 
share of the purchase-money allotted to thfem. 
They were aggrieved. The planter himself was at 
the time beyond their reach ; but the planter’s son, 
a young man fresh from England, was on the 'spot 
when the time for reprisal came. , He was shot 
dead in his house ; and it was an opeh secret that 
the murder was deliberately ijbsolveti on by the 
villagers, who elected one of their number to do 
the deed. To the murderers it was of na con- 
sequence that the* young man was not even in 
Burma when the land was bought. As a member 
of the family ttat was occupying their land on 
what they deemed unjust terms, he was regarded 
as individually responsible, and the claim was paid 
in his blood. 

This primitive method of obtaining redress used 
constantly to give rise to feuds between clans, and 
among the Red Karens it is a ^^rpetual sSurcc of 
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discord, and the pretext for frequent bloody forays. 
Danger from without alone prevents a perpetual 
succession of civil wars. When external war is 
imminent, a curious method is adopted of settling 
rapidly, and in a wholesale fashion, all internal 
feuds, so as to clear away all enmities and permit 
of united action. In 1868, the Karen-nees (Red 
Karens) were fighting for very existence with the 
Butmese invaders. Strong, united action was 
absolutely necessary to repel the invasion. At the 
fuj,l moon of Tagoo (April), all the clans of Western 

c 

Karen-nee were summoned to appear at the village 
of Kyet-po-gyee, the head chief. The old man had 

• c ** 

just died, but his two sons, Koontee and Koonsha, 
took his place. Afl the disputes among the clans 
h&d to be settled before they coul/J make the great 
propitiatory sacrifice. In the assembly of the 
people, the question was solemnly asked, “Who 
shall confess the sins of the nation ? Some one 
was proposed, who at once rose in pretended horror, 
and utterly refused because he could not bear the 
burden of blame that would surely be cast on 
him by those whose sins had been revealed. The 

9 

man rushed wildly from the assembly. He was 
hotly pursued by the crowds, brandishing their 
knives and spears ih the most savage manner. Jhe 
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hunt was an exciting one, the ^fugitive straining 
every nerve to escape, and his pursuers heading 
him at every turn. At last, he was captured, firmly 
bound, and brought into the reassembled parlia- 
ment. Knives, spears, and daggers were pointed 
at him by every one. The most violent threats 
were hurled at him, and he was ordered to confess 
the sins of the nation. With great s«eming re- 
luctance, he said, “ I take you all to witness that it 
is not of my own free will that I disclose the sins 
which you have committed. Had I changed myself 
to a bird, you would have flown through tl?e air 
after me. If I had transformed myself into a fish, 
no pool of the Salween would have ‘sheltered me 
from your hot pursuit. Had T changed myself to 
a rat, and hidden in the hollow of a bamboo, }iou 
would have cut me ’out. I only confess because 
every pointed an^ edged weapon now threatens 
my life.” 4ie then confessed : “ People from the 
Myo-thit village stole ten buffaloes from the Shwe- 
galay village.” This charge was investigated, and, 
after both sides had been heard, the case was 
summarily decided, and restitution made on the 
spot. The confessor was then charged on pain of 
death to proceed with his disclosures. “ Po Thin, 
of Kemaw village, eloped with Ma-pee, of Mogoung 
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village.”. This case was investigated and decided ; 
and so on till the file was cleared. All this had, of 
course, been carefully arranged beforehand. • The 
flight of the confessor and the display of force were 
contrived so as to prevent the clans or villages 
charged with wrong-doing from getting up a feud 
with the confessor. After all the cases had been 
tried, the ^acriflees began. Each village brought 
its buffalo to the improvised altar. All who could 
reach the animal placed their hands upon it. Those 
who could not reach it laid their hands on those 
who 'could. The assembly was taken to witnes.s 
that all claims had been satisfled, and that they 
could now nia!ke an atoning sacrifice. A prayer 
was offered that the guilt of the clans during the 
pa,st year might be transferred to the buffalo,' which 
was stricken dead by a blow from an axe. The 
flesh was divided into small portions. Each person 
ate a part of his share, and took home the other 
part to bury in his field, in proof tljat all the year’s 
sins had been duly atoned for, and thereby to 
induce the earth to yield her increase' undeterred 
by her abhorrence of man’s crimes. 

The method of binding individuals, villages, and 
clans in confederacies is somewhat singular. The 
contraciting parties# bind themselves by drinking 
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spirits in which the blood of bojh has been mixed, 
and in which a number of weapons have been 
dipped. The blood of each is supposed to live as 
an agent or ambassador in the blood of the other, 
and thus either prevent or witness and avenge 
treachery. The weapons are likewise invoked to 
avenge treachery. 

Confederacies and powerful chiefs contract with 
one another, after going through certain strange 
ceremonies. Dr. Vinton made a compact in 1868 
with Koontee, the son of Kyet-po-gyee, chief of 
Western Karen-nee, which he thus described*: — 

“ An ox was chosen with the gre^itcst care ; great 
attention was paid to the points of Ihb animal, that 
it should be- perfect in ever/ part; and that no 
unlucky arrangement of the hair on any part should 
make the compact void. • 

“ When, after looking over several hundrdd cattle, 
a lucky one was found, I paid half the price, and 
the chief the otljer. 

“ We stood each on one side of the ox and 
crossed our hands on the hump. The high 
priestess of the race (in this case Koon tec's own 
mother) stood in front of the ox. It was her duty 
to kill the animal at the proper time, but old age 
had made her far too weak foj the offifec, so a 
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Stalwart Red Kai^ n stood with his axe and knife 
ready to obey her orders. 

“ The compact made was recited. I bound 
myself to report faithfully to the Chief Commis- 
sioner of British Burma the exact state of the 
contest with the invading Burmese forces, and, 
whenever Koontce’s messengers came properly 
accredited,* I was to correctly translate their com- 
murtications, and urge to the extent of my ability 
the claims of Western Karen-nee to protection and 
friendship. 

“In return, Koontee bound himself to protect our 
native preachers, and to tolerate schools and the 
free exercise 'of the Christian religion. Each was 
asked whcthei' the jlledgc was recited aright. The 
old priestess then, solemnly raising the right hand, 
said, ‘.Whichever party fails *to the extent of his 
power to keep this contract, may he die like this 
ox.’ The poor brute was stricken dead^t a blow. 

“ It was divided longitudinally with a surgeon’s 
care. I was told that if, in splitting the animal, 
the spinal marrow had been severed completely on 
either side the ox would have to be rejected and 
another killed. A right shoulder and left hind- 
quarter was given to one party, and a left shoulder 
and rigRt hind-quarter given to the other. 
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" Koontee’s share was given put in small pieces 
to his subordinate chiefs, and I was prohibited from 
selling, giving away, or otherwise dispo.sing of my 
share. It mu.st all be eaten by my party. Of 
course I had to salt a part of my share to ensure its 
being all eaten by my party of twenty-five strong. 

“ The horns were carefully marked to correspond, 
and were to be used in accrediting messengers from 
one to another. This ceremony was performdH by 
the Deputy-Commissioner of Shway Gyin, on the 
part of the Government, with Kyet-po-gyee^ the 
Western Karcn-nce chief. The horn, set in silver, 
was proudly shown me afterwards.# 

“ On my way home, the villagers of Moso on 
the frontier mistook my party for Burmans under 
the lead of French officers known to be with "the 
Burmese troops, an 4 the son of the chief, then in 
charge of the post in his father’s absence,’ swooped 
down on and demanded our surrender. Know- 
ing I had my ax-horn handy, I did not demur, and 
we were marched into the village. I produced the 
horn, and reminded them that the clan was pledged 
for m^’ safety. The village knew well they were 
pledged, and feared lest their apparent faithlessness 
should be speedily avenged. My pardon was 
bqgged, the mistake explained, and even ^ough I 
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assured them I bore no ill-will, the young chief 
would not rest content without escorting and 
guiding me two days' march to atone for his 
blunder. 

“ Many times the mate to my horn was produced 
by Koontcc's agents, and often my horn was 
recognized and honoured in Karcn-ncc when carried 
by native preachers.” 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

HISTORICAL TRADITION : TAW-MAI^PAH, TIIK 
MYTHICAL ANCESTOR OF THE KARENS.* 

On the slope.s of the Nat-toung of Toungoo lived 
a very old man, who was afterwards jenowe as 
Taw-mai-pah (grandfather qf the boar’s tusk). 

A huge wild boar ravaged the •toun^as of the 

• • 

old man’s .sons and sons-in-law, till the injury done 

• • 

became unbearable. Such, however, was the size, 
strength, and /erocity of the brute that no \)nc 
dared to attack himj> The old man at last devoted 
his life for the welfare of his children, knowing well 
that they ^ould all be starved if the boar’s ravages 
were not checked. After a furious combat the 
boar was slain, but the old man was too much ex- 
hausted by his exertions to carry home any of the 
meat.^ On his return, he sent his sons and sons-in- 
law to bring in the carcase, but they could not find 
it, though the ground, trampled into bloody mire, 
bgre testimony to the fight tfiat had taken place. 
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They returned em^ty-handed, and chaffed the old 
man about his boasting to have killed a boar he 
had not even mastered. The old man was furious, 
and told them they were not smart enough to fight 
the boar, or even to bring in the carcase when he 
had been killed for them. 

At last, to settle the dispute, they all went to the 
spot, and fcrjnd the carcase really missing ; but, on 
seardiing around, they found a tusk of the boar, red 
on one face, white on another, and blue on the 
third. The boar was a supernatural one, and by 
his de'fcat had lost so much of his magic power 
that his tusk ha^d dropped out, though his life was 
regained.' TaW-mai-pah took the tusk home with 
him, and made'it into a comb. When he first used 
the* comb he became suddenly young again. It 
was very lucky he was amid His whole assembled 
family, of they would never have recognized him 
in the brisk young man who had renewed his youth 
by the magic power of the boar’s tijsk. Taw-mai- 
pah’s family multiplied with wonderful rapidity, as, 
of course, the boar’s tusk was constantly used to 
renew their youth, and to set death and old age at 
defiance. 

Soon they filled the Toungoo hills, and even 
established themselves in the city of Toungoo itself. 
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The land not being able to support their increasing 
numbers, Taw-mai-pah started on a long journey 
to find a place where the land was rich enough to 
support his family with little or no work. He said 
he had conquered disease and death, but the evil 
of hard work still remained to be conquered. The 
trial to which he subjected the land of each district 
he visited was this. He dug a number of holes, 
and tried to see how many holes the earth from 
one hole would fill. On this side of the Cambodia, 
he found the earth from one hole would fill |pur 
holes of equal size. This he did not consider suffi- 
cient, and so he crossed the river, and found that 
the earth from one hole would fill %even similar 
holes. This satisfied him, and lie returned to bring 
his huge family. They all marched together "as 
far as the river, and’ there they all complained of 
hunger. Some one told them that certain shells 
were good* for food. They commenced boiling 
them with rosqlle (then a new plant to them). 
After boiling the shells for many hours, they tried 
to see whether the shells were soft or not ; but of 
course the hard outer shells had not softened, and 
so they concluded the shells were not cooked 
enough. Others arrived at the same conclusion 
from noticing the red juice oT 4he roselle. “ Of 
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course,” said they, “the shells are not eooked 
enough, for you can see the blood still flows red 
from them.” Taw-mai-pah began to get impatient, 
and wanted to march on, but his descendants 
refused to start till they had had food. Taw-mai- 
pah said he would go ahead and mark the path by 
cutting down trees and brushwood. After boiling 
their .sheiks a long while, the people met some 
Chihamcn, who laughed at them, and showed them 
how to break an air-hole in the top of the long 
she,ll and suck out the contents. 

f* 

After dinner, they started after Taw-mai-pah, but,- 
seeing that tha wild plantains along the» path had 
sprouted six or eight inches since they were sut, 
they concluded Taw-mai-pah was too far -ahead for 
them to follow^ and so they returned to their old 
quarters. 

Since’losing the magic comb, which Taw-mai-pah 
took with him, of course old age and disease and 
death have ruled over the Karens as before. 

Taw-mai-pah, while his clan was multiplying so 
rapidly, took Chinese wives for some of his de- 
scendants, and from them the Shans are descended. 

K. 

He took Siamese wives for others, and from them 
are descended the Toungthoos. Some took Hindoo 
wives, and from? them are descended the black 
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Karens of the Toungoo hill traces. Taw-mai-pah, 
still young with his magic comb, will one day 

assemble all his descendants and feast them with 

* 

a boar, the rib-bones of which will be seven cubits 
long, and the fore-foot of which will be seven hands 
in circumference. Taw-mai-pah’s children will not 
be able, to understand each other when they meet, 
but must learn each other's language. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THEIR NATIONAL RELIOION AND THEIR GOD- 

f 

, TRADITIONS. 

The Karens are remarkable for believing in one 
eternal God, Creator of all things, “ who is like the 
air, and lives in the sky, as does the wind, and like 
the wind goer everywhere,” but who has no place 
in their paradise, who originally dwelt amongst 
them, and only left them after fruitless endeavours 
tt) draw them to Himself. They abhor Idolatry, 
and regard Buddhism with gontempt. Their belief 
in the character and attributes of God is absolutely 
identical with the teachings of Christianity, and re- 
quires no modifications to make if. a fully developed 
Christianity save the teachings of Jesus Christ as 
the Revelation of God and the Saviour of Man. 
One of their sayings of the elders, handed down 
from generations, is, “ All things in heaven and on 
earth, O children and grandchildren, God created 
them.* Never f»r|;et God ; pray to Him every day 
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and every night” On the othe^ hand, the Karen 
looks upon God as having long since deserted him 
on account of his sins, and left him to the persecu- 
tion of demons, which cause sickness, death, and all 
the ills of life. He insists that the demons are so 
near and God so far away that he is in no way 
disloyal to God when he sacrifices to demons. He 
merely temporizes with them till God’» promised 
return. To the heathen Karen, “ the world is filled 
with invisible spirits. Eveiy living being, be it man 
or beast or creeping thing, has its La (spirit) ; and 
every mountain peak, tree, cataract, and river has 
its lord, and every lord a number, of attendants, 
agents to carry out his will, who aft: the La of 
those who have died violent deaths.* These lords 
reside near the jjhysical object which they protect, 
seated on the mossy grag, under the forest tuee, or 
in the foaming torrent. Their attendants, the’ ghosts, 
smoking pi^es with gold and silver stems, and 
armed with swokIs and spears, lurk in every nook 
and cranny, and should a luckless Karen ignorantly 
touch one of these powerful guardians, or step upon 
their attendant’s unseen weapons, they rise in anger 
and afflict him with sore diseases, and must be 
propitiated with bloodless sacrifices.” 

Mature is thus to him bristlih^ with actii^ and 
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possible mischicfi^ and evils of all kinds. Wherever 
he goes he is in danger. His life is a life of perpetual 
terror. He never knows v.'hen or how he offends 
one of these malevolent beings till the punishment 
swoops down on him. But the ghosts and their 
masters the lords are not the only enemies whom 
the Karen dreads. In old times, they say, “ God 
made a rfiixture of the flesh of every animal, and 
dirbcted them to eat the whole, for if they omitted 
to eat any portion, the animal whose flesh had not 
been eaten would hereafter become invisible and 
eat them. Accidentally they neglected to eat of 
the flesh of the Na, since which time it preys 
upon them, causing sickness and death, and is 
incarnate in tigers, ‘serpents, and other wild animals 
ahd reptiles, and must be driven^ away from their 
fields and their houses. ]^ut perhaps the most 
formidable danger to which he is expo.scd is the 
attacks of seven spirits who are always on the 
watch to kill him, and who are pledged to destroy 
him — one by the mouth of a tiger, one by old age, 
one by sickness, one by drowning, one by the hand 
of man, one by a fall, and the last by every other 
means.” 

But although thus in perpetual dread of malignant 
attacl& which he tan never foresee, he is not left 
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entirely unprotected. His guardian spirit, his 
benevolent La, “accompanies him, .seated on his 
neck or head ; and as long as he so remains the 
Karen is safe from all attacks. But this La maybe 
enticed away by others, or may jump down, or may 
wander away during the body’s sleep — and then 
follow sickness and death. If a man pines away, 
his La is supposed to be wandering, anti must be 
called back with an offering of food.” • 

The demons are .supposed to cause sickness by 
stealing away the protecting La or spirit from die 
sick man. The first thing done when any one*falls 
ill is to attempt by some slight offering to propitiate 
the demon, and induce him to return *tlTe stolen La. 
The first offering is generally nftide af the crossing 
of two 'roads at evening time by some relation «f 
the sick man. When this means fails, the; sick 
one grows worse, and the demon is supposed to 
have reject<^ the offering. The great sacrifice 
must now be offered under the leadership of the 
eldest female living ancestor of the sick person. 
This sacrifice can only be performed by an un- 
broken family. The absence of a single member 
renders it unavailing. It is this that makes it so 
hard for a Karen to avow himself an out-and-out 
Christian, and to take the decisive step of baptism. 
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Belief in the efficacy of the great propitiat- / 
sacrifice to the malignant demon still clings to 
those who are and admit themselves to be “ almost 
Christians,” and the rite is jealously guarded. A 
Karen falls ill. His relatives arc summoned — not 
invited — to the great sacrifice. A Christian relative 
from conscientious motives refuses. If the sick one 
dies, the Christian is looked on as his murderer, just 
as ‘much as if he had plunged a dagger into his 
heart. Across the frontier, a blood-feud would be 
the result. Hundreds of Karens are found all 
round the Christian villages who firmly believe 
themselves to„ be Christians, attend . the Church 
services regularly, give liberally, live outwardly as 
Christians, giVc up' liquor and profligacy, and yet 
aue not baptized. They beg earnestly ’ to be 
baptized, stipulating only to “be allowed to be pre- 
sent at the sacrifices of their relatives, and, for 
form’s sake, to put a single morsel of»the offering 
between their lips. They plead tj;iat they have no 
wish to perform the sacrifice themselves, or to have 
it performed on their behalf; but they' urge that 
they dare not become utter outcasts, and be 
regarded as the murderers of their kith and kin. 
They freely admit that they have no faith in such 
childish ceremopjes, but they cannot bear to be cut 
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adrift from their families with the curse of blood 
on their heads. In pleading thus for admission 
into the Christian Church, they have been known 
to urge as authority for their claim the teaching 
of the Apostle Paul about “ meat offered to idols,” 
and Naaman “bowing in the house of Rimmon.” 
Dr. Vinton told me that, on first assuming charge 
of the Karen mission on the death of Jiis father, 
he was astounded to sec whole families coining 
up for baptism. The first thought which naturally 
occurred to him was that only one or two of the 
applicants probably had undergone the real cHange 
of heart, and that the rest fiad applied merely in 
deference to the opinion of the eldbrs. This fear 
was, however, he said, soon •dispeHed when he 
inquired and found out how and when the chai^ge 
of heart had t^cen jplacc. It was then, hq said, 
seen how great had been the stragglings fOr years 
in the families. The husband would point with 
tears to the scajs which his drunken fury had left 
on his long-enduring wife for refusing to join the 
family sacrifice. One after another had been 
touched till all had come together, proclaimed their 
faith, smd sought admission to the Church. 

When any member of a family is seen to be irre- 
vocably determined to become an out-and-out 
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Christian, his heathen relatives often try to induce 
him to submit to a childish ceremony. They ask 
him to feign sickness. They then offer sacrifices 
to the demons on his behalf, as if he were really ill ; 
then they mourn for him, as if he were really dead, 
and go through a mock funeral to make the demons 
believe that he is dead, so that at the next sacrifice 
his absenoe may not be regarded as causing a break 
in klie family. 

To illustrate the way in which the heathen 
Karen harmonizes his demon sacrifices with his 

I 

loyalty to God, here is a parable which they tell ; — 
A man and hjs wife once lived in a wild forest. 
They wbre obliged daily to leave their children at 
home while they Went to work on their distant 
taiingya, or forest clearing. They owned a large 
sow and a litter of pigs. One day, during the 
absence' of the parenLs, a tiger came and killed 
the sow and ate her up. On the return of the 
parents, the terrified children crajvled from their 
hiding-place and told of the peril in which they 
had been. The parents, knowing full well that the 
tiger would return, made a high platform, so high 
that the tiger could neither spring nor climb into 
it, and next day placed the children and the litter 
of pigs on it. The •tiger came, and, disappointed of 
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his prey in the house, soon scented out the children. 
He sprang upwards at them, but fell short. He 
tried to climb, but the hard smooth surface of the 
bamboo defied his claws. He then frightened the 
children by his terrible roars. So in terror 
the children threw down the pigs to him, one after 
another. Their eyes, however, were fixed not on 
the tiger, but on the path by which they expected 
to see their father come. Their hands fcd*thc 
tiger from fear, but their ears were eagerly listening 
for the twang of their father’s bowstring, which 
would send the arrow quivering into the Niger’s 
heart. And so, say the Karens, although we have 
to make sacrifices to demons, our licSarts ‘are still 
true to God. We must thrdw soi5s to the foul 
demon's who afflict us, but our hearts are ewer 
looking for God. . 

The Red Karens keep the month oF Tagoo 
(April) absalutely sacred to the worship of the one 
God. During that mouth demon sacrifices arc 
strictly prohibited. 

Perhaps, however, the most convincing proof of 
the Karen’s firm belief in a personal God is to be 
found in some of their hymns. The following is 
one of their ancient hymns handed down by their 
bards from generation to generatk>n. The transla- 
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tion is true to the original both in words and 
metre. 

“ Father God is very near, 

Lives He iiuw amongst us here ; 

God is not far off, we know — 

Dwells He in our midst below. 

“ Tis because men are not true 
That He is not seen to you ; 

’Tis because men turned to sin 
Now no longer God is seen. 

“ All upon the earth below 
Is but (bxi’s foot-rest, we know ; 

Heaven in the heights above 
Is God’s scat of truth and love.” 

It is interefting to note in these verses a 
peculiarity dommon also in Hebrew poetry — 
parallelisms. ’The thought of the first couplet is 
foldowed by a repetition in the next in a slightly 
varied form. 

The Karen ideas of a future state after death are 

f. 

somewhat indefinite, and it is difficult totdisentangle 
the childish, extravagant details from the two or 
three articles of their belief. They believe that 
rewards and punishments will be meted 'out in the 
next world according to the deeds done during life 
on earth ; and they believe that the future state 
will be one of activity, similar in many respects to 
the life led on oafth. They further believe, that 
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the spirits of those who have been righteous and 
have kept God in their hearts here below, are per- 
mitted to watch over the destinies of those dear to 
them whom they left behind. Their conception of 
the destiny of the human soul is totally different 
from that of the Burmese. The Karen believes 
that the soul will be actively employed. The 
Burmese, who are all Buddhists, believe in nirvAna, 
or complete absorption, absolute extinctior> of 
individuality— a deathless, dreamless sleep of the 
soul swallowed up in the Infinite. The Karen 
believes in a living, personal God ; the Buriftan is 
a blank atheist. 

When, nearly sixty years ago, the* attdhtion of 
the American mission«arics was first ’drawn to the 
Karens, they found them in possession of a remark- 
able set of traditions, both in prose and poetry, 
exactly corresponding with the history' of the 
creation and the fall of man as told in the Bible. 
Many of the qational traditions vary in details 
locally ; but these God-traditions, as they arc 
called, are found to be absolutely identical every- 
where, from Mergui to Toungoo, and from Cape 
Negrais to far east of Zimmay, in Siam. They tell 
how, after the fall, God gave the Bible to the 
Karens first, as the elder branch .of the race ; that 
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they neglected it, ^ and that God in anger took it 
away from them and gave it to their younger 
brother, the white man, who, however, was placed 
under obligations to restore the Word to the Karens, 
and teach them the true religion after their sins 
had been sufficiently atoned for by long subjugation 
to other races. 

It has been suggested by some that tliese tradi- 
tioits may be only the echo of the preaching of 
Percoto, the great Italian missionary, who visited 
Burma about the year 1740. But there are two 
circumstances which completely bar such a sup- 
position. The^^Italian missionaries did not pene- 
trate far into the country of the Karens. They 
found them s'avage* and inaccessible, and did not 
attempt to teach them. And, even if they had 
preached to them the story of the creation and the 
relation 'of God to man, there was not time between 
Percoto’s visit and the advent of the- American 
missionaries in 1828 for the story to become a 
national bard tradition. It must be remembered 
that all the Karen traditions arc sung'or recited 
from memory ; none of them arc written, for there 

I 

was no written language. The period which 
elapsed between Percoto and the American 
missionaries was .n6t long enough to allow of the 
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whole story becoming part of tl^c traditions of the 
clans. It appears most probable that their origin 
dates from the time when the Karens had not yet 
entered Burma, and that they were derived from 
the colony of Nestorian Jews who made their way 
by land from Armenia to China in the early Middle 
Ages, and whose track the Karens must have crossed 
in their journey southwards. This supposition is 
strengthened by the remarkable similarity between 
portions of the moral code of the Karens and the 
Law as expounded in the Old Testament, by the 
resemblance of some of tlieir^sacrifices to the Jewish 

rites, and by the belief which is universal among 

• • 

them that they once received a roll of parchment 
containing the Law from GoS.. During all these 
hundreds of yejrs, the Karens, holding fast to What 
had been delivered ,to them, have been looking 
steadily for the advent of the missionaries and the 
fulfilment % 5 f the prophecy of restoration. This 
expectant attitude has been the cause of several 
fanatical risings among the Karens, stimulated by 
false prophets who have from lime to time come 
forward and incited them to rebellion. The last of 
these risings occurred in 1840, when thousands of 
Karens marched unarmed on Rangoon, under a 
lejider who had announced himself to be the chosen 
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of God sent to deliver the nation. The fanatics 

f 

were met by Burmese troops, and slaughtered 
almost to a man. 

The Karen-nees, or Red Karens, claim superiority 
over the other tribes from their possession of metal 
plates, which they declare to be part of the original 
written Word given to them by God. They say 
that, although they sinned equally with the rest in 
losihg the knowledge of reading and writing, they 
have shown so much reverence for these plates that 
Go^ will be far more merciful to them than to the 
other tribes. They proudly attribute their inde- 
pendence to the special favour thus shown them. 
These plated are looked upon as the palladium of 
the clan, and are guarded with jealous care. Copies 
of*thcm have been taken and shown to European 
and Oriental scholars, but, so^ far as is known, they 
have not yet been deciphered. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE AMERICAN MISSION AMONG THE KARENS. 

“ Often, perhaps, had the Christian voyager ^azed 
on the rocky promontories of Burma, crowned with 
their whitened pagodas that glow amid the eternal 
verdure of tropical climes, but he little thought 
that the misty mountain-tops in th« distance threw 

t • 

their shadows over the dwellings of a people that, 
generation after generation, * had 'charged their 
posterity never to worship idols. Xavier had pa^ed 
their mountain homes when he went to look on, 
but not to enter, inhospitable China, and found a 
surreptitious resting-place and grave upon its barren 
rocks. Swartz, had laboured half a century to 
destroy the three hundred thousand gods o.f India 
without hearing of the nation that had rejected 
them all from the remotest ages. Carey had made 
his forty versions without a line for the people that 
were longing with hope deferred for the word of 
God. And Judson had lived seven years in Ran- 
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goon, preaching the eternal God, before a single 
Burman would admit His existence ; while the 
poor unnoticed Karens were continually passing 
his door, singing by the way — 

“ God is eternal, llis life is long — 

(xod is immortal, His life is long : 

One cycle lie dies not, 

Two cycles He dies not, 

Perfect ill great attributes. 

Age on age He dies not.** 

The Roman Catholics, who preceded the Protes- 
tants in Burma many years, appear to have entirelj’’ 
overlooked the Karens ; and it was not till after 
the first Burmese war that these people began to 
attract attcittion. Up to 1828, they were, as a 
separate nation, unknown. They were looked upon 
as»a mixed horde of aboriginal savages. Jlo one 
had dreamt of their being a united little people, 
with such a history and such capacities for national 
life as they have. The incident which ifirst brought 
them to notice was a striking one. . A Karen called 
Ko Tha Byii, debt-slave to a Burman, had been 
set free by Dr. Jud.son, and employed 'as a water- 
carrier. Ko Tha Byii found a Christian tract one 
day as he was working in Dr. Judson’s house. It 
was in the Burmese language, and he read it with 
difficulty. At last* however, he mastered it, and 
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its teachings struck him as singularly like the 
teachings of the God-traditions of his people. His 
eyes were opened ; he discovered that at last the 
long-predicted return of God to his nation through 
the white man had been fulfilled. Fired with this 
knowledge, and overcome with joy at the glad 
tidings which he was now able to bring to his 
degraded and debased fellow-countrymen, he went 
forth as an apostle among the people, and laboifred 
for a generation, proclaiming the restoration of the 

Karen nation and the return of God to them after 

• • 

centuries of expectation. He became the means 
of opening up to the American mis.<vonaries a field 
of enterprise of which they had ncvftr dreamed. 
The field has been ardently worketf ever since.* 
_Its success has ^beerf unique in the history ®f 

* In a minute by the Chief Commissioner of British Burma *datcd 
May I, 1863, 1 find the following : — “ The district of Touhgoo was 
occupied by British troops early in 1853. • • • At that time nearly 
the whole of the ftaren tribes on the mountains east of Toungoo— that 
is, over an area of moif than two thousand square miles — were in a 
savage state. The Burmese Government never had authority over 
any of the tribes living more than a day’s journey from the aity and 
river. In process of time, from the constant labtjur of the (American) 
missionaries, many thousands of the mountain Karens were instructed 
in Chrisliawty, abandoned their savage mode of life and their cruel 
wars, and lived as Christian men and women. ... I assert, from 
long experience among similar tribes, that such results could not 
be obtained by the civil administration, unaided by missionary 
teaching. • 


O 
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missions, because^ it has at once satisfted a great 
national religious need, and in doing so has de- 
veloped a national civilization. Three processes 
have ever since been simultaneously in operation — 
Christianity, education, and civilization. The Karens 
regard these three as indivisible parts of the message 
which for ages their ancestors had firmly believed 
God would at some time or other send to them. 
They cannot see why a lesson in arithmetic should 
not be given at a Sunday school. They cannot 
understand a church without a school, or a school 
without a church, or either of these without 
material advance in civilization and in the com- 
forts of life'j better houses, better food, and more 
money with which' to live, enjoy life and do good 
tfr their fellows. Each of these ends is 'looked 
upon as the necessary accompaniment of the other. 
In this linking of religion with all that is good, 
useful, profitable, and happy in dailyr life lies the 
secret of the marvellous success of the Karen 
mission in the past, and the bright hopes for the 
future. Christianity is looked upon as' a great end 
in itself, but equally as a powerful lever for raising 
the condition of the people. It is no dying race — 
no race in its decadence, like the Sandwich 
islanders, that CHristianity has ^ot hold of here ; 
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but a young and vigorous race, springing up with 
marvellous elasticity from the grinding oppression 
of centuries. In common with the American mis- 
sionaries, I sincerely believe in the capacity for 
development of the Karens, and in the power of 
Christianity to develop them. There is intense 
vitality in the race. Under all the crushing tyranny 
which they have borne, decimated astheyfiave been 
by constant internal struggles, they have still been 
increasing in numbers, and peace and protection 
under British rule have enabled them to multiply 
rapidly. 

Another secret of the great swecess of the 
American mission in the past is thJs — t!iat the 
movement has been truly a natfonal one, a genuine 
_ uprising of the people themselves. Nine-tenths of 
the work which has been accomplished has, under 
the guidance of the missionaries, been done ‘by the 
Karens thesiselvcs. They have brought to the 
movement their great powers of combination, and, 
w'hat is of immense importance, they have worked 
on their own lines, incorporating in the new 
national structure all that was valuable in the old. 
They seem to have instinctively perceived that, to 
secure the benefits which they knew would result 
from the adoption of Christianit>^ they must work 
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as a nation,, retaining such parts of their ancient 
constitution as would fit in with the new departure. 
The Christian section has never lost touch with 
the heathen section. The old hegemony, the un- 
swerving allegiance to leaders, even the tribal 
organization with all its important incidents, have 
been maintained. A Christian Karen is just as 
much ontf of his clan as he ever was. He eagerly 
adbpts anything new that ^^^ill improve his con- 
dition and the condition of his village or his clan, 
but it must be introduced just as anything new 
would have been introduced in the olden time. He 
adopts a sewing-machine or a new loom with alacrity, 
because he 'knows that good will come of it to his 
people. Huiidreds'of Burmese come and watch the 
new looms which are at work'in the Karen villages i 
but when asked to adopt ^hem, they shake their 
heads-^their ancestors had never used such things. 
On the other hand, try and make^ a Christian 
Karen adopt anything independently of his clan, 
try and make him feel himself a unit, separate from 
his village, and you will see his conservatism at 
once. Ask any one of them, “ What do jjou think, 
of this or that new plan ? ” He will ask, “ What 
do the elders say ? ” 

The mission is* no sickly exotic, planted in an 



AMERICAN MISSION. 


T97 


unfriendly soil ; but a plant of the universal 
Christian religion, so thoroughly acclimatized as to 
be really indigenous. I have heard the Karens 
sometimes blamed for their “ provoking indepen- 
dence,” for their pertinacity in developing along 
their own lines. But is not this independence the 
very best guarantee for the permanency of the 
results attained ? • 

Judging by its past history and its present 
aspect, it may be predicted that the mission will 
end in planting among the Karens a distinct, 
independent branch of the Christian Cliurch, 
and in establishing with it and , through it a 
national civilization. The Christian ky and the 
civilization will be in reality iifdigenbus — attained 
by a process of evolution distinctively Karwi. 
Were the views of Christian truth and the religious 
experiences of the Karens identical with those of 
other races,«it might be feared that they were 
.spurious. Ther^ is just enough idiosyncrasy in 
both to show that the seeds of Christianity and 
of civilization have been affected by the climate 
and soil in which they have been planted, and that 
the products are no mere servile imitation of the 
foreign article. The mission will grow both by 
accretions from the heathen aifd.by increase from 
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within itself. The heathen Karen looks on its 
complete success as a foregone conclusion.' He 
watches the solid Christian phalanx working and 
growing as one man, and contrasts it with the 
disunion of the Buddhists all around. He often 
says, “ I can’t give up my liquor or break loose 
from my family ties, but you will get all these” 
pointing to his children. 

ft may perhaps be asked whether the success of 
the Karen mission is not due mainly to its material 
progress. The suspicion naturally arises that in a 
downtrodden race which feels conscious of powers 
and aspires tg elevate itself, the success won may 
be spurious; and may be due to other causes than 
a sincere ad6ption*of the great doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. I am convinced, from what I know and 
have seen, that it is not so. 1 believe that devotion 

fl 

to the Christian faith has supplied the one link that 

a 

was wanting to complete what may be called the 
federative capacity of the Karen^, and make their 
national unity strong enough to resist all disinte- 
grating forces. Nothing that the Government has 
yet done has succeeded in rousing the people to 
a sense of their dignity as men or as a nation. 
The Government has given them nothing around 
which their nation&l aspirations could rally. Chris- 
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tianity at the hands of the American missionaries 
has done this. Once a village has embraced 
Christianity, it feels itself a head and shoulders 
above its neighbours, and all the energies of the 
people are at once employed in making their 
village worthy of the name. No labour, no ex- 
pense are spared. The Christian village must be 
clean, healthy, neat ; it must have the best school 
and the best church they can afford. Nothing 
will satisfy till all these are accomplished facts. 
Money-aid from the missionaries is not sought ; 
the people do it all themselves — plan, cofttrivc, 
and carry out. They are proud of their new 
condition, and their zeal knows no bound;?. Their 
children must be well dressed and educated, intelli- 
gent and industriouiF in their calling, better tillprs 
of the soil, better hunters, better foresters, than 
their fathers, because they are now animalted by a 
new spirit, 4ired with a new zeal, and their wits 
are sharpened by education. Nothing is too good, 
too costly, with which to honour and adorn their 
new faith. Their hereditary longings appear to be 
entirely satisfied. The coming of Christianity has 
honoured their national traditions. They feel 
themselves, and their ancestors justified before all 
men. A new life opens out to them — a new career. 
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for which their forefathers had sighed in the ages 
of hardship and oppression and slavery. Thfey are 
proud to devote their lives to working out the high 
destiny which they believe God had in the long 
past prepared for them. They have spent thou- 
sands of pounds, earned by hard toil, on their 
churches and schools. They will not have anything 
but the best It is not the influence of the mis- 
sionaries which has done all this. All that the 
missionaries have done is to strike the latent spark 
that has kindled them. The Karens are going far 
beyoftd the short-sighted policy which would put 
every educate(J man into the ministry. To use 
their owh words, “ A mission must have a full chest 
of tools — must haYe lawyers, doctors, engineers, 
scliDolmaster.s, and every sort of tradesman.” I 

have fisked numbers of them 'this question : “ Will 

■ 

your solid unity continue after you have reached 
your aim, or will the Karen Christiji.ns become 
merged in the mass of educated ,men in Burma, 
and lose the characteristics of their race ? ” I have 
explained to them that, their confederacy » having 
originally sprung from confessed weakness, it is 

ft 

possible that the strength gained by Christianity 
might, by removing the original cause, ^destroy the 
effect In every QaSe I have met with an emphatic 
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denial of the possibility of such a result, and the 
retorf that the cohesion is stronger among the 
educated Karens than among the illiterate, and 
that with material prosperity the craving for a 
united Karen nation increases. And so it is. The 
possibility of a separation of the Christian sections 
of the people from the heathen was, some few 
years ago, foreseen by the more enlightened, and a 
movement was a’t once set on foot to prevent *the 
commencement of such a process. A National 
Karen Association was founded — representative of 
all the clans, Christian and heathen, witli the 
avowed object of keeping the nation together in 
the march of progress ; of allowing aft Karens, with- 
out distinction of belief, to meet oh a common 
^platform. In a future chapter I shall enter m<»rc 
fully into the objects of this association. I mention 
it here to show that, far from any separatist 
tendencies ihowing themsehres, the enlightened 
Christian party-»-which is the party of progress — 
is daily evincing a keener desire to preserve the 
national unity and elevate the entire race. There 
is in this a ground of high hope. The mass of the 
Karen Church of the future will be, in my opinion, 
intelligent, educated cultivators of the soil. From 
these will spring up, through their schools, their 
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professional and business men. These will form 
the cutting edge of the nation, gaining incisive 
power from the weight and cohesion of the peasant 
mass from which it sprang. Not many years can 
this vigorous young giant be kept in leading- 
strings. Several of the Karen missions arc already 
financially independent and entirely self-maintain- 
ing. Ther time is not far distant when the leader- 
ship will pass from American hands into those of 
Karen blood. I do not believe that the Karen 
Christians will ever become a caste that implies 
segregation. They will rather develop into a 
body like the ,Parsees in India ; but they will be 
more powerful than the Parsees, because their 
backbone is ‘ an idtelligent peasantry. I do not 
balieve that any community can become’ really^ 
powerful if it is separated from the land. The one 
weak point in the Parsee — as also in the Jew — is 

c 

that he never is a tiller of the soil. With all their 

tf 

wonderful shrewdness as traders^ the Jews never 
become a power, because they are divorced from 
the soil. I have heard it said by an officei>of great 
experience in Burma and a keen observer, “ The 
Burman cannot stand before the Karen. The 
Karen and the native of India will divide Burma 
between them.”. There is some ground for this 
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prediction. A race which despises manual labour 
is doomed. The Burman will not toil for his bread 
if he can get it in any other way. The Karen has 
a vast capacity for hard work, and sees no shame 
in toiling with his hands. Strange, indeed, it would 
be if in the distant future the Karen should become 
the master and the Burman the servant, and if, as 
was predicted fifty years ago by an entinent mis- 
sionary on his death-bed, “The Burmese shbuld 
receive eternal life at the hands of those who were 
once their slaves.” 

The Christian Karen looks on his missionary as 
his paramount chief, and his pasV>r as his local 
chief. Under their leadership, he readily combines 
to support schools and missions amodg the heathen. 
He does not think himself aggrieved when taxed 
for the support of schools in which he has no 
children. If it were to be suggested to Kim that 
there was any unfairness in •his being^so taxed, he 
would say, “"Why, that school belongs to my 
mission.” His submission to his chief is not 
slavish, by any means, but voluntary. He submits 
because he knows it to be necessary' that he should. 
He claims the right to grumble and growl in 
council, and to have all his objections patiently 
heard ; but when his leaders ddbide he feels bound 
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to follow. In return for his obedience, he considers 
that he has an absolute title to protection. The 
local church takes the place of the clan-unit, or 
village. These churches are federally united into 
associations or missions, which look up to the 
missionary as their leader. These associations 
take the place of the confederacies of clans. 
Affairs arc managed under the Christian regime 
just* as they were in the olden time by the council 
ofr leaders. Everything is informal. In a public 
meeting regularly conducted on modern methods 
the Karen feels cramped ; he loses his freedom 
of speech. Ap informal council assembles and 
debates ‘in a free and easy way ; there is no re- 
straint either “xin speech or gesture. Say it is the 
expense of a school that is under discussion.' The 
proppsed budget of expenditure is laid before the 

C 

meeting and examined item by item. Every one 
has a voice, but the natural veneration pf the Karen 

C 

for old age, long experience, an^ proved ability 
throws the pith of the discussion into the hands of 
a few of the older grey-heads. Every one jealously 
reserves his right to grumble and freely express his 
dissent, but he submits cheerfully if the vote is 
against him. His clan has spoken through its 
chiefs, and this epds the matter. In a meeting at 
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which I was present, the question was, how to raise 
funds for the support of an important school. The 
leaders were at their wits’-end. The poor yield of 
paddy in the previous season and the enhancement 
of the Government land-tax had sadly crippled 
the people. After many proposals had b<;cn put 
forward and rejected, it was suggested that a tax 
of fifteen rupees for each pupil should* be levied. 
This was a new thing, and it was strcnucfUsly 
opposed by many present ; but, after an animated 
discussion, the informal vote was taken and the 
tax levied. All then went over to the chapel, 
and in formal convention ratified ;jvhat had been 
done. Those who had grumblcdT loudest paid 
down their money cheerfully. The rticeting broke 
up pleasantly, because all saw the necessity for the 
measure taken, and because their objections had 
been patiently listened to. Had the meeting of 
the leaders Jjeen hel<f with •closed doors, had the 

i 

growling been cljoked off and the growlers snubbed, 
had any restraint been set on free expression of 
opinion, there would have been a row at once. 

Slowly the idea has been gaining ground, even 
among the most ignorant and backward of the 
Karens, ths^t there is some hope for their despised 
and outcast race. Their desponding cry used to 
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be, in the language of their old proverbs, “ We are 
the leaf, other races are the thorn : if thcf leaf 
falls on the thorn, it is pierced ; if the thorn falls on 
the leaf, the leaf is pierced all the same.” “ We are 
the egg, other races are the rock : the egg fell on 
the roq;k, and it was broken ; the rock fell on the 
egg, and the egg was broken.” “ If I tread on the 
ordure of e Burman, he exacts a fine ; if he treads 
on mine, he exacts a fine.” The idea has now 
permeated even the lowest that Christianity and 
education combined will enable the Karen to hold 
his own. Hence the wonderful sacrifices he is 
making. , 

It is worth while to watch some rough, unkempt 
old Karens, fitesh frOm the jungle, sitting for hours 
inaone of these schools, listening to recitations in 
geonyjtry or algebra, as if they were the most 
fascinating tales they had ever heard. I asked one 
of these old^fellows what it was that pleased him in 
all he heard and saw. He said, “ ^here is a day of 
jubilee^ coming for the slave Karen. I can’t see the 
light myself, but I can see those who can.” The 
marks scored by the pupils of a village are copied 
out, taken home, and discussed with as much pride 
by the other villagers as by the parents. Watch 
the crowd that sits*frQm three to four hours through 
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a school-examination. They do not pretend to 
unde?stand one-half of what is said, yet you see 
unflagging interest in all of them, both those who 
have children in the school and those who have 
not. 

An aged Karen, who was sent as a type of his 
race to the Ethnological section of the Calcutta 
Exhibition in the end of 1883, was met by the 
small band of Karen boys who had gon? to 
Calcutta to study for the university. It w«s 
pleasant to see the filial regard of the youngsters 
for their venerable but illiterate clansman.* At 
parting the old man addressed tj^em. He told 
them how proudly he had watched tliem pass their 
various examinations before teaving Burma, and 
how he had rejoiced* in their progress. He teld 
them that the times were being turned upside 
down, and that the educated young men must lead, 
and their cfld fathers must follow. He warned 
them of the ten:H)tations to which he had observed 
they were exposed in Calcutta, and pleade^d with 
them to make good use of the great privileges 
which they enjoyed. The almost paternal pride of 
the old man in “ his boys,” as he called them, 
although they were no relations of his, was a 
pleasing and touching spectadd! • 
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A striking proof of the genuine public spirit vvljich 
animates the Karens was given not many weeks ago. 
When the Mayankhyoung poongyee was captured, 
the Government reward of five thousand rupees -Was 
given to the captors — the hill Karens. The ques- 
tion then arose how to dispose of the money. It 
was put to the vote, and resolved by the villagers* 
without a dissentient voice that the money should 
be given to the schools, which, they proudly said, 
had made men of them. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CHRISTIANIZING A HEATHEN KAREN VILLAGE. 

A HEATHEN village asks for a native preacher. 
Perhaps some of the children have been t^ a 
Christian school ; perhaps the preaching of the 
missionary has excited some discussion among the 

o • 

young men, who see more of the busy vi^orld around 
them than their fathers did ; or perThaps, as fre- 
jquently happens, some‘*inan who has been broodiflg 
for years over the Gojd-traditions of the people, 
begins to wonder whether Christianity may not 
be the long-wcpected deliver* of his rjee. Or it 
may be that some of the residents have gone on 
business to a Christian village, and, noticiiig the 
sober, industrious lives of the people, and observing 
how happy and comfortable all of them are, have 
been puzzled to know how this change has come 
about, and have inquired. They have been pointed 
to the Bible, and led to desire to 4cnow something 

P 
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of its teaching. Their request is brought before 
the Karen Home Mission Society, with a statement 
of what they will do for the support of any man 
who may be assigned to them. This is insisted 
upon as a pledge of good faith. 

A pastor is chosen and sent, but with no promise 
or certainty of any salary. He knows that he is 
sure of nbthing but bare subsistence. He takes 
with him a stock of quinine, some carbolic acid for 
Wbunds, plenty of aperient pills, vaccine tubes for 
a crusade against small-pox — the arch-destroyer 
in these jungle villages — a few other simple 
medicines, and off he goes. During the day he 
keeps up a school. Every evening he rings his 
gong, and gives a short Bible-reading, followed by 
prtiyer, and talks with the people in a free, easy , 
way ‘about some of the simpler doctrines of the 
Christian religion. He attends to the sick, praying 
over them .before administering medccine, urging 
them no longer to fear the demons as the causes 
of sickness, but to place themselves directly under 
the protection of God, who has now Returned to 
them, often alluding to the casting out of^ demons 
by Christ while on earth. Much that the preacher 
has to tell them they already know*, almost by 
heart. From their childhood they have hear^ of 
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the great wonderful God, but they have been taught 

to think of Him as far distant from them, as angry 

with them because of their sins. They know He 

is the Creator of the world and of man. They arc 

proud to acknowledge Him, but their pride is the 

pride of an outcast of noble lineage whose only 

solace in poverty and misery is that he had a great 

and noble ancestor. The assurance givtn by the 

pastor that God has now come back to them, and 

wishes them to meet Him half-way, is a revelatidh 

which stirs them to the depths of their hejuls. 

Some marvel and can scarcely believe ; others 

doubt ; a few at once grasp the truth with ecstasy. 

All feel that something has happened Vhich their 

forefathers had said and their minstrels had sung 

would one day happen* and all are impressed with 

the necessity of setting their houses in order,«and 

■ 

of making their village worthy of the pastor who 
has told them such wonderfbl news. , Although 
only a few of them accept the whole truth at once, 
all of them connect the coming of the pastoi with 
the prophecies which they have so often heard of 
the restoration of the Karen race, and believe that 
something good is coming. All feel that they have 
risen somewhat in the social scale; and it is a 
poin^ of honour to make their children worthy of 
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the great future which they feel may be in store 
for them. 

Not many months pass before the preacher has 
become the leader of all the business and real life 
of the place. Being the only educated man in the 
vicinity, he has to draw up all agreements and 
manage everybody’s bu.siness for him. His advice 
is asked about everything, and as experience shows 
him to be a safe guide, he is implicitly followed 
ihorc and more as the sagacity of his counsels is 
proved. Everything does not go smoothly how- 
ever. Bouts of drunkenness and rioting occur, and 
the preacher if .sometimes much disheartened. But 
he patiently shows the rioters the folly of their 
conduct and the 'sin and danger of once more 
eKibroiling their nation wRh the God who had 
condescended to be reconciled to them. One after 

e 

another surrenders himself to the preacher’s in- 
fluence. The children begin to take home some of 
the knowledge of Scripture which, they have picked 
up at school. Above all, the music of the hymns 
goes right to the Karen’s heart. His own national 
music was plaintive and lugubrious — in the minor 

t' 

key, with scarcely a major passage. It voiced the 
sad, querulous plaint of a race that confessed itself 
deserted by God. The Christian Karen will 
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.scarcely ever sing a minor air. Bold stirring march 
musiS of marked rhythm — that "gives voice to an 
imprisoned drum-beat in every throb of the singer’s 
heart — alone satisfies him. The words cling to the 
music, and bring lasting comfort to many a home. 

All this time the spiritual life of the village as 
a whole has, perhaps, not been visibly touched. 
Many a man, however, broods over th« thoughts 
of the preacher’s last sermon as he follows* his 
plough or fells the giant forest trees. The wife 
croons over a hymn-book as her spinning-wheel 
buzzes, and wonders what the “ fort ” is which she 
is called upon to “hold,” and wl\p it is that is 
coming. • 

As the months and years gef by, atid the village 
grows 'in numbers an4 in wealth and comfort, (he 
pastor, old and ^ey, comes to be perfectly re\ered. 
His influence and authority are enormous. ' He is 
the living «];nbodiment to the villagers of all that 
Christianity, education, and civilization have done 
for them. It is amusing to notice the way in 
which he sometimes exercises his authority. Often 
he will not allow a man to sell his paddy himself, 
for fear he will waste the proceeds. So he sells 
it for him, devotes part of the proceeds to paying 
any debts outstanding against hipi or repairing his 
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house, returning him the balance by instalments. 
The man submits, because he knows it is f6r his 
good, and the integrity of the pastor is above sus- 
picion. Often the pastor picks up reckless, im- 
provident men over head and ears in debt. He 
brings them home to the village, sets them to 
work, collects all their wages, pays up their debts 
by instaliKents, and keeps them at work, teaching 
thefin practical lessons of industry. When a man’s 
debts have thus been paid, he will be trusted little 
by little until he has shown that he has acquired 
habits of perseverance and thrift. 

The pastor ^sometimes keeps a printed book, in 
which is recorded every financial transaction of the 
village. He draws ‘out on printed forms all papers 
about rent of land, hire of buffaloes or oxen,' hire of 
coolips, and the like. He is the general umpire -to 
see faii^ pi<iy- When a man dies he is executor of 
his estate, and manages for the widow^nd orphans 

i 

till the youngsters are old enougji to take affairs 

into their own hands. The pastor thus holds in 
1 

his hands the tangled threads of all the village 
business, and is the real centre of its life. 

It is but natural that in proportion as the pastor 
is loved by his flock he is hated by the Burman 
monfy-lender, whp*has been fleecing the village for 
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years. The very first thing a preacher sets about 
wheil he arrives in a village is to pay off the Bur- 
man usurer. He docs not sit down quietly and let 
the money-lender play his old tricks. Soon the 
village is worked out of debt, and ere long it has 
money to lend instead of borrowing. Instead of 
hiring themselves out as labourers, you soon see 
the villagers hiring coolies — often Burmans — to 
work on the gradually enlarging rice-farms. flThe 
Burmese themselves sometimes remark that nowa- 
days things are turned upside down. You will see 
thousands of Burmese coolies hired by Karcifls* but 
you will never find a Karen cooli^ in a Burman 
household. . They often quote an ' old pVophecy, 
which runs thus : “ A foreign* may be a ‘ sir,’ a 
Karen* a lord, while the Burman is of no account at 
all {a-la-gd)." ^oon you find the preacher investing 
the earnings of his people in land and rdnting it 
out to Buspians. H*e does this to prevent his 
Karens spending the money and in order to have 
land ready for the rising generation to cultivate ; 
for, as he says, “ If the people go on multiplying 
like this, there will be no room for them : we must 
widen the farms and stock them well.” 

The Government official, even if anxious to do 
his best, hcis not a tenth part pt the pow& for 
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good, moral and material, among the Karens which 
their pastor or Schoolmaster has. The pastor 
decides more suits, settles more disputes, and does 
more real business than half a dozen myokes, or 
local judges. I once met a Burman tnyoke in the 
house of a Karen pastor. The Burman laughingly- 
said to the pastor that he would have to arrest him 
some day (for defrauding^ the revenue. “ How so ? ” 
asked the preacher. “ I can scarcely sell any 
s1i3imped paper while you live in my township,” 
was the Barman’s reply ; “ for you decide many 
mofe suits than I do.” “I’ve no lawyers nor stamped 
papers in my court — that’s the reason,” replied the 
Karen pastqrt 'laughing heartily. 

Incidents like these, the simple story of a re- 
foQned Karen village, teach a lesson of serious 
import to our Government. We go about the 
business of civilizing subject - peoples far too 
mechanically and wi(h but' little re%t knowledge 
or appreciation of the human natures — the flesh 
and blood — ^with which we are dealing. This is 
why we remain aliens wherever we go. This is 
why our cut and dry civilization goes only skin- 
deep. This is why our schemes of self-government 
And no genuine 'Support among the populations of 
the East Our heads are hot and busy, but our 
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hearts are cold as stone. Our administration lacks 
the one essential of permanent iuccess — the first, 
.second, and third excellence — sympathy. There 
have been gifted men — notably the late Sir Arthur 
Phayre — with a real genius for governing nations 
in their infancy. Phayre's name is revered by the 
Karens. He had the remarkable faculty of leading 
wild, ignorant tribes by the heart ; and* he could 
make them do just what he liked. But the Phayres 
have been sadly few. • • 
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CHAPTER XII. 

POLICY qp THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TOWARD 
THE KARENS. 

The best way of learning how to govern a people 
is to consult the people themselves. Depend upon 
it, there is something worth keeping in their time- 
honoured usages. Much there may be to prune 
away, But there is sure to be a residue of good 
which will repay cultivation. The framework of 
the original constitution muy have become over-, 
grown with a good deal that ^is harniful ; the ancient 
customs may, from vicissitudes of fortune, from 
oppression ^ and hardr times, have boon turned to 
bad account , the old order of things may have 
been a good deal disturbed by contact with other 
races or by internal quarrels ; but if fhe original 
polity can only be disentangled from the^noxious 
accretions which have weakened or hidden it 
perhaps for ages, it will supply the true principles 
on which to govern. There is a capacity for self- 
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government in every people, but it varies with 
race *and climate. The highest excellence in any 
administration must always consist in the percep- 
tion of this capacity, and in leading it into those 
channels for which it is best suited. We have 
conceded what may be called a limited .self- 
government to the people of India ; but we have 
made the concession without discernment of the 
varying capacities of the races and classes to whom 
it has been granted. We have dealt with all alilce, 
neglecting distinctive national characteristics. We 
have failed to seize the true spirit of self-gdvern- 
ment in the East Both in methoj} and in scope 
we are wrong. We have, to use a Kbmely’illustra- 
tion, tried to make legs do th(f worl^ of arms, and 
arms the work of leg»; and at the same time^ve 
have offered a sphere of activity where finge^;^ are 
best employed. Just as the Burmese make their 
great gong^pf a mixture of all sorts of metals, fine 
and base, so we gianufacture civilization in the East. 
We melt down all the subject-races into one huge 
mass, and then cast them ruthlessly in our Western 
mould. But the parallel ends here ; for the Burmese 
gong has a true ring in it, whereas the product of our 
wholesale civilization has not. We have no art in 
our government. We do not uhderstand the cultU 
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vation of human varieties. We would supply, at 
short notice, administrative machinery, on contract, 
to every country under the sun, and drive it by a 
big high-pressure compound engine at Whitehall ; 
and we would supplant all indigenous processes by 
patents of our own. The result of our method is 
this : that the reforms which we endeavour to 
introduce strike no real, root ; the soil and climate 
are* not congenial to the plant. The year 1986 
va41, 1 fcar, find the millions of India not one whit 
more able to govern themselves than they are now. 
We ‘have nowhere fostered the growth of real 
national life. \ye are endeavouring to create a New 
English* India* The product will not be much to 
our credit. ' ' 

Why should we not try-^if only as a political^ 
experiment — to give the Karens a chance of grow- 
ing as 'a nation in their own way? Why should 
we not try and bring their wild growtb»under culti- 
vation, grafting on the ancient rgots as time and 
experience improve our perception and increase 
our skill. We have here a little people^probably 
under a million in all — ^who aspire to keep their 
nationality intact. Why should we not allow them, 
encourage them, to do so ? The result may be of 
the fiighest inteis^ in the future, and cannot fail 
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to be fraught with great benefit to the people them- 
selves ; it will strengthen British rule, and safeguard 
it in the times of trouble which may yet be in store 
for us in Burma. 

What, then, have the Karens to say for them- 
selves ? Have we any indications of the future to 
which they look forward, of the destiny to which 
they aspire, and of the wgy in which they would 
work it out? Here is a literal, unembelliShcd 
description of the programme which they have set 
out for themselves. I give it as I received it from 
the lips of one of the most intelligent of fhem, 
speaking as a representative of thousands of his 
clansmen, both Christian and heathen 

“ The Karens, as highlanders, Tor self-preservation 
and defence, have for ages been indoctrinated with 
the policy of association. Living as they 4p in 
their long houses on the hills, forming a’ family 
group, having ^ conimon hall, to meet and to 
discuss tribal nyitters of peace and of war, they 
have a facility for combination. 

“ On their emigrating to the lowlands, and living 
in separate houses in villages, the current of asso- 
ciation and combination seems to be interrupted — 
dormant, bpt not extinguished, till, among those 
Christianized, it is again brought into play iS the 
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formation of associations for the promotion of 
Christianity, where delegates from churches are 
appointed to meet and act in union for a common 
object 

“This return current combined only the Christian 
Karens, and though it indirectly benefited the 
heathens in a measure, yet directly it left the 
heathen Kerens untouched. 

“This segregation of the Christian Karens split 
thf Kaffen race into two sections, the heathen and 
the ^Christian. The former, with no means of 
educating themselves — the written language being 
not theirs, the v'hite Book scaled to them — uncared 
for by the State, as their voice could not be heard, 
are no better off tha‘n in the days of Burmese rule, 
bcsausc of their ignorance, ©n the other hand, the , 
lattcs; with his village school, his newspaper the 
Morning Star, the Association of the Churches, 
the Home Mission Secieties, the Missionary Con- 
ventions, the High Schools, is prepared to start in 
life with every advantage. 

“To many of us who have been benefited by 
Christianity, it appears that this facility of com- 
bination can be utilized for the heathen Karen in 
common with the Christian — that there is ground 
wide enough for ue all, without distinction of belief 
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to meet on a common platform, united by ties 
broader even than the ties of religion ; to pursue 
purely secular objects, and thus benefit our younger 
brothers, and in lifting them up lift ourselves too. 
The most of us know that for the civilization of a 
race, the mass must be raised as a solid body. 

“ I for one firmly believe that the hope for my 
race is in our schools. ' .The people ifiust help 
themselves, and not depend entirely upon the State. 
With this great factor of civilization at tht com- 
mand of the race, every success could be confidently 
hoped for for the elevation of the Karens. * 

“ Hence we deemed that a repregentative body 
representing the Karens from all parts of^ British 
Burma has now become a ncces'Sity. * 

“ Sudh an Association is, needed — 

“ I. To utilize the clannishness of the race by 
having a common platform for heathen 
and. Christian Karens, and thereby keep 
the natjpn together. 

“2. To enable the Karens to help themselves 
and one another in case of oppression and 
wrong in purely secular affairs, and thus 
free our missionaries in a large measure 
from the charge of “interference” with 
officers of Governmenf-rdeferring to the 
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guidance and counsel of our missionaries 

I* 

in all points compatible with their labours 
for us. 

3. To help young men of ability through 
scholarships to study in Burma, India, or 
England for the liberal professions, and 
to further the schemes of Government in 
the education of the race. 

4. The Karens being largely an agricultural 
*> class, the time will come when this com- 
bination would be useful for the promo- 
tion of agriculture, inasmuch as the Karen, 
if he rdesires to be a " landholder ” under 
Government, must improve the land, now 
being impoverished from year to year, 
and nothing added* to the richness of the, 
soil. To make the work of an agriculturist 
remunerative, we think that the day is 
not distant when manual labour alone will 

I 

not do, but that a knowledge of manures 
and soils, rotation of crops, and o,fhcr 
kindred subjects, would be incfispensably 
necessary. In case an agricultural school 
for Karens is needed, this Association, the 
greater portion of its members being 
cultivatoi^ would be of g^eat use. 
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“To the Government the move^would be useful — 

^ I. To lead the Karens from their Utopian 
ideas, dangerous from the gullibility of 
ignorant Karens, and the liability to be 
led astray by pretended prophets. 

“2. To help the Government in all the schemes 
for the amelioration of the condition of 
the race. 

“3. To form a telephonic line of communication 
by which the" Government can malcc itself 
thoroughly understood by even the njost 
ignorant, and to transmit to Government 
all grievances or causes of oomplaint. 

“ To an ordinary Karen, whose religi&us thought 

• • 

is bounded by fear, and whose simplicity leads him 
tp be easily led jstrayTiy seers and prophets, aiTd 
who imagines that there is in store for hin> an 
inheritance in Tau-M^i-Pa’s land, ‘ flowing with 
milk and hofley,’ there arc twfl great hopes for him 
which have by no^ means died out. 

“ I. A religious crusade under a supernatural 
leader (Minloung) against the worship 
demons and foreign religions, to a 
religion of pure Theism and a National 
Church. 

“ 2. An exodus under a Morifes to a land of 


Q 
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bliss, there to enjoy the inheritance of 
Tau-Mai-Pa. 

“ These ideas have worked for ages, and even in 
the Burmese reigns have cropped up in insurrections 
under Minloungs, or fanatic leaders. In the transi- 
tion from Burmese to British rule, these insurrections 
have been followed recklessly by people who are 
otherwisedoyal to the Government. 

‘^It is our wish to bring our more intelligent and 
educatcid men into constant and direct contact with 
the mass of heathen Karens. Wisely counselled, 
this ^movement will in a simple, practical way 
enable Govcrnpient to reach the mass of the Karens 
through their '^leadcrs, and, in accordance with the 
Karen ideas of clanship, educate the mass to work 
for themselves.” » 

I * 

Iji not this a spirited manifesto ? The educated 

l< 

and Christian section of the people wish to bind 
themselves closer than ever to their .illiterate and 

a 

heathen tribesmen, in order to rai^c the nation as a 
whole. They love to remain Karens, and they 
desire to make themselves and tHeir brethren 
worthy of the name. Their advancement would 

C- 

lose all its charm unless it brought with it advance- 
ment to the whole nation ; their progress would 
have no beauty.t6 them unless it were shared by 
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all. The little manifesto is evidence at once of the 
truest patriotism, and of a high capacity for self- 
government and self-development. It does not 
often fall to the lot of an alien government to be 
favoured with such an opportunity as this affords. 
Let the British Government for once try the 
experiment of civilizing and elevating a people 
without denationalizing them. Recognizfi once for 
all the fact that the Karens are a separate nation, 
distinct from the Burmese in origin, mRnneft, 
religion, and traditions. Let them feel that their 
aspirations to keep together and grow as a nation 
are respected and appreciated, and that wc are 
ready to co-operatl^ with them in their efforts to 
realize their ideal. Above all, show them sympathy. 
The question naturally arises — What is the Govern- 
ment to do more than it is doing at pres«|it ? 
What are the measures which should be taken ? 
In attemptirig to answer theSfe questioq^, I would 
begin by postulating the three attributes of Karen 
nationality as we find it, to wit, their language, 
their ancient customs and organization, and their 
religion. , No people can long survive the extinction 
of their language. The policy of the British 
Government ’has hitherto been rather to discourage 
and disparage the Karen language, and to compel 
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adoption of the Burmese tongue, both spoken and 
written. The language of the courts is Burmese ; 
Karen has no official recognition. The local 
administration refuses to have anything to do 
with Karen schools, unless the Burmese language 
is the vehicle of instruction and the medium of 
examination. The Karen language is tabooed 
altogether. The following remark was made re- 
cently by a Karen villager: — “As a Karen I am 
gdod enough to fight for the British Government, 
but I must become a Burman before I can get 
back* from my village school one rupee I have 
paid the Goveiyimcnt in educational taxes.” Few, if 
any, of the officers of Government can speak Karen. 
Communication between the Karens and their rulers 
isethrough interpreters, generally the missionaries. 
Th<;.missionarics, headed b)^thc great Judson, have 
rescue<5 the Karen language from oblivion and 

t 

given it ascertain permanency by reducing it to 
writing in the Burmese character. , The way, there- 
fore, is^ open. Let the Karen language be officially 
recognized as the vehicle of communication between 
the officers of Government and the people. Endow 
Karen schools with liberal grants-in-aid, as the 
late Education Commission have recommended. 
Liberate them firdm all obligations to teach the 
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Burmese language. Require all officers to qualify 
in KSiren. Appoint Karen officials* — qualified 
also in the Burmese language — in all parts of the 
province where Karens preponderate. Issue all 
official communications, instructions, proclamations. 
Acts, and Rules, in both Burmese and Karen. 
Insist on Karen being taught in all schools, and 
require every one who mayjbc in any way Associated 
with Karens in any official capacity to learn their 
language. Give prizes for proficiency in Ktiren ^s 
well as in Burmese. Encourage the missionaries 
in their study of the language. Let it never be 
forgotten that there is no road sy straight to a 
man's heart as through his mother-tongue. * 

If the language is perpetifated, the national 

custom's will probably take care of thcmselues. 

■ • 

The clan organization, autonomy under r<a)re- 
sentative leaders, is the national characteristic 
which stand*, out most* prominently. The Govern- 
ment can best pgrpetuate this, and thereby render 
the most signal service to the cause of self-govern- 
ment, by following the lead of the American 

missionaries in their educational policy. In a 

• 

* There are, I believe, 120 myo-okes, or subdivisional officers, in 
Lower Burma, of whom only six — if indeed so many — are Karens, 
although the Karens form from one-fiflh (p one-sixth of the^entire 
popujation. * 
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previous chapter I described the way in which 
the schools are* organized and managed by the 
people with the aid of the missionaries. Leave 
the schools in the hands of the people as much as 
possible. Let them, whenever possible, appoint 
their own teachers. Let the communities for whom 
schools are provided appoint their own delegates 
to administer the funds and advise Government 
on* all points connected with the working of the 
sfrhoois and the extension and improvement of the 
means of education. In all matters connected with 
education, let these delegates, as representatives of 
the communitjes, be invariably consulted. Appoint 
Karen ‘ inspectors, chosen from the Hite of the 
former pupils. Employ the delegates, as com- 
nvttees, in the periodical •inspection of the local 

t, • 

schpols. Allow them the nominations to a certain 
number of scholarships for the University, reserving 
the remainder for open competition. .Grant special 
concessions, such as temporary exemptions from 
land-tax, to cultivators who can read and write 
their own and the Burmese language, and who 
have attained a certain proficiency in science. 
Encourage in every possible way domestic industry. 
Make music a branch of ordinary school education. 
Facilitate the extdhsion of education to backward. 
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sparsely populated, and unhealthy regions by 
ofFerfng grants in aid to neighbouring communities 
who may wish to help their poorer and less fortu- 
nate brethren. Encourage in every way the 
education of girls equally with boys. Much depends 
upon the women of the family. Work as far as 
possible with the missionaries, to whom the Karens 
and the Government owe go much. Listen to their 
counsel, and, where the people desire it, let thcfti be 
associated with them in the management of *he 
schools. It is in the encouragement and promotion 
of education on these lines that the Govertiment 
can perhaps do most to strengthen the national 
unity of the Karens. * • 

In their village life, too, a' good* deal may be 
done. ■ Delegate to the village elders such municipal 
and other public functions as may usefully Ijc dis- 
charged by them, with the consent of the com- ^ 
munities. .^llow the village communities to keep 
their villages tp themselves, and to peremptorily 
eject the blackguard Burmans who now infest so 
many of them. Permit of settlement of disputes 
by constituted courts, consisting of selected elders 
of the village. In as far as possible, let the elders 
be responsible for the good conduct of the village, 
and for the peace of the adjoliung tract, l^ecog- 
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nize the power which ancient custom has given 
them, of defendihg their village and their iands 
from dacoits and raiders ; and, I say it advisedly, 
do not be too squeamish about the way in which 
they repel the raid and punish the raiders. Recent 
events have shown the unwisdom of the policy of 
emasculation which has been lately followed. The 
Karens h^ve begun to think that they dare not 
lift 9 hand in their own defence. They were not, 
at ^rst, ^allowed to arm themselves, although they 
were in constant danger from armed rebels and 
dacdlbs. At length, from sheer necessity, the local 
administration was forced to arm them and send 

f 

them forth to* fight in defence of the Queen’s 
authority. And what followed ? No sooner was 
the immediate emergency ^t an end than they 
were ordered to be disarmed, althoifgh their villages 
• were threatened on all sides', and the arms which 
‘they carried had been in nAany cases^ purchased 
by themselvSs. Karens have in one or two cases, 
I believe, been put on their trial for adopting a 
rigoroui method of self-defence in a region over- 
run by Burmese rebels. This is not as it should 
be. The best defence a village has, is, or 'should 
be, the villagers themselves, and the burden of 
proving excessive or culpable reprisals should lie 
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on those who provoked them. While Lower Burma 
is in* a state, of anarchy and rebellion, it is little 
short of madness to disarm the villagers and terrify 
them by threats of judicial vengeance if they 
should dare to hit the rebels and dacoits too hard.* 
The last attribute of Karen nationality is — their 
religion. My readers will perhaps wince at the bare 
mention of the subject. ^But in the case of the 
Karens the policy of Government is much simplified. 
We, as a Christian power, occupy commoiv grotind 
with the Karens in regard to religion. The Christian 
section have a faith identical with our own.**The 

heathen section arc in reality theists in an attitude 

• • 

• A very serious case of injustice to Karens has teen reported in 
the newspapers, and the report has received subsetiuenl conhrmalioii 
in certain details. The story js that, in a certain di.strict which had 
•been Tnuch disturbed^ a punitive police-tax was levied on villages 
which had been conspicuously turbulent, or had harboured marauders, 
or which had failed to warn the authorities of the movements of 
dacoit gangs in their vicinit> This tax was to defray the cost of 
extra police sttftioned in these villagf^. The tax is said to have 
been assessed and collected by Burmese tax-collectors. The in- 
justice complained of Ts this : that loyal Karens, and even those who 
had aided the authorities in quelling the disturbances, Ijjive been 
taxed alike with disloyal Burmese. If this be true, it is most 
discreditable, and may be most mischievous. The following extract 
from a le^er dated September 13 seems to leave little room for 
doubt on the matter: “I first saw punitive tax-bills imposed on 
actively loyal Karens on the 2nd of May. . . • The very villages 
whose contingeAts I that day enrolled had their punitive tax-receipts 
stamped in the court that very day.” * 
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of expectancy — expectancy for what ? for a. revela- 
tion from the common God. Christianity has” been 
found to satisfy the expectations of those who 
have been earnestly looking forward and upward 
for a fulfilment of the ancient prophecies of their 
seers. The so-called heathen section see that in 
Christianity the God of their fathers has revealed 
Him.self ; ' they admit intellectually the truth of 
Christianity, but they refuse, as yet, to conform to 
its self-denying ordinances. In openly sanctioning 
and encouraging the teaching of the Christian 
religibn to Karens, the British Government would 
be in no sense Interfering with the religious freedom 
of the *people‘. It would, in doing so, be only 
helping the Karens *to a rapid and complete attain- 
ment of what their ancestors of old believed and 
theyihemsclves avow to be their rightful possession. 
Were a plebisciUim of the people to be taken on 
the question — the right of the KarenoHation to be 
taught Christianity as the promise^ revelation from 
the God of their fathers — it would, I am certain, be 
carried almost unanimously. In promoting the 
spread of Christian doctrine, therefore, among the 
Karens, the British Government would be guilty 
of no usurpation of power, but would simply be 
fulfilfing at once 'the historical destiny and the 



POLICY OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 235 

universal wish of the people. The position is a 
curidus and unique one. Rar^y, if ever, has it 
been the good fortune of any Christian State to 
be placed in a position of such legitimate and com- 
manding influence over the religion of a people. 

The Karens, as I have already shown, look on 
Christianity and education as inseparable factors 
in their civilization. A §chool must always have 
a church, and a church can never be without a 
school. State encouragement to their school should 
be accompanied by State aid to their churches and 
missions. 

Much, however, remains to bg done for the 
material comfort and well-being bf. the’ Karens. 
Thousands of them live front hand* to mouth in 
feverish jungles and on sterile mountain-tpps, 
struggling, body and soul, for the barest subsist- 

9 

ence. Their wives and their children toil cease- 
lessly for thf ir food. 'The laiid they cultivate yields 
grudgingly, and only to hard and incessant labour. 
Civilization makes but slow progress amongst a 
people living from hand to mouth, and migrating 
every year. The children should be rescued from 
the daily exhausting labour which they now have , 
from shee^ necessity to undergo. The only way 
to accomplish this is to give thq people pern^anent 
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paying cultivation. The Government should en- 
deavour by every possible means to draw the hill 
Karens down to the plains, and settle them on 
good rice-growing lands. Those who have already 
settled in the valleys and on the rivers have learnt 
lowland cultivation, and now make the most suc- 
cessful rice-growers on the plains. Grasp the 
children, heed from killing labour, for the school, 
and*you will very soon find the communities pros- 
pesous and happy, and you will be raising a great 
permanent bulwark of strength for British rule. 

Orfty one remark in conclusion. We have many 

difficulties yet jjp face in Burma. The annexation 

of the dpper ‘country will not be the unmixed 

blessing either to oUrselves or to the people which 

mapy seem to suppose. It is an accomplished fact 

now, jnd we dare not recoil from tfie responsibility 

* *■ 

which We have imposed on ourselves. That there 

is trouble in store feyr us, Both from,..within and 

from without, seems certain. That from within 

is the most menacing, and may for years be the 

most (fangerous. Our thirty years’ rule in the 

lower country has been, on the whole, less successful 

than in any other province of the Indian fempire, 

from causes which it is unnecessary here jto describe. 

It win be of incalpnlable advantage for us to have 
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the loyal Karen people occupying points of vantage 
all oVer the country. They are at heart true to 
the British Government ; the Burmese are not. 
Let us, then, cement the Karen allegiance. They 
owe all^ they have to their missionaries under the 
protection afforded by British rule. They have a 
firm belief in the good intentions of our Govern- 
ment, even although these intentions hftve as yet 
borne but scanty fruit. It is the highest and T^est 
policy to bind them closely to ourselves, 4o sll^w 
by our attitude towards them that we wish them 
to be a strong and prosperous communit}f^^ and 
to give them every facility for dcvelaping a national 
civilization and a national religion. * If wc succeed 
we shall not only have achievefl a grfftit triumph of 
adnjinistration, but shall also have raised a living 
wall of defence against aggression from wUJiout 
and turbulence from within. 
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TRADITIONS, APPARENTLY DERIV:^ 
FROM THE SCRIPTURES. 

God Eternal, 

“ God .is unchangeable, eternal, 

He was in the loginning of the ivorld ; 

God is endless and etejrnal, 

He existed in the beginning of the world. 

God is truljt unchangeable and eternal, ^ 

He existed in ancient time, at the beginning of the 
world. 

The life of God is endless ; 

A succession of worlds does not measure His existence, 
Two successions of worlds do not measure His exist- 
ence. 

God is perfect in every meritorious attribute, ^ 

And dies not in succession on succession of worlds.” 
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God OmniJ/otent, 

“ The Omnipotent is God^ 

Him have we not believed. 

This Omnipotent one, 

We have not believed.” 

God Omniscient 
“ God created men anciently, 

He has a perfect knowledge of all things : 

God created men at the beginning, 

* He knows all things to the present time.” 

^ God Omnipresent 

“ O my children and grandchildren ! the earth is the 
treading-place of the feet of God, and heaven is the place 
where Hc*sits.' *He sees all things, and we are manifest 
to Him.” 

c 

“^God is not far off. He is ^mong us. He has only 
separated Himself from us by a single tiiickness of wRite. ‘ 
I Children ! it is because men are not upright, that they 
do not see God.” c 

•' His Countenance shines. 

“ The face of God is said to shine continually like the 
rays of the sun ; and the wicked dare not look straight 
at Him.” 

His Glory enlightens Heaven, ^ 

There can be no night in heaven, there can be no 
darkness; for the rays of God enlighten it ' continually 
like the sun.” < * 
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He cannot look on Iniquity, 

“On those that use obscene language, or swear, or 
commit fornication, or drink, or kill, the righteous One 
in heaven cannot look. Avoid wickedness, for the 
righteous One in heaven cannot look upon it.” 

He created Heaven and Earth. 

“God created heaven and^ earth. The oreation of 
heaven and earth was finished.” 

The Sun, Moon, and Stars. 

“ He created the sun, He created the moon^»He 
created the stars. The creation of the sun, the moon, 
and the stars was finished.” 

Man. 

“ He created again (creating) man. And of what <Jid 

He flSate man ? He created man at first from the earth. 

• • • 

The creation of man was finished.” 

Woman. • 

“ He created a woman. How did he create a woman? 
He took a rib out of the man and created^ again 
(creating) a woman. The creation of a woman was 
finished.” 


Life. 

“ He created again (creating) l^fe. How diA He 
create life ? Father God said, In respect to My son and 
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daughter, I love them : I will give them My great life. 
He took a little piece of His life, breathed iiico the 
nostrils of the two persons, and they came to life, and 
were real human beings. The creation of man was 
finished.” 


Food^ Quadrupeds^ and Birds, 

“He created again (creating) food and drink. He 
created rice, He created^ water, He created fire, He 
erected cows, He created elephants, He created birds. 
T|ie creation of animals was finished.” 

^ Eden, 

\ 

“ Father God said, My son and daughter, your Father 
will make and «*give you a garden. In the garden are 
seven different kinds of trees, bearing seven different 
kinds of fruit ; among the seven, one tree is not good to 
e^t. Eat not of its fruit. If you eat, you will’ become 
old, you will die. Eat not. All 1 Have created I giVe 
to you. Eat and drink with Care. Once in seven days 
I will visit you. All I have ‘commanded you, observe 
and do. Forget Me not. Pray to Me^’ every morning 
and night.” ■ 

• The Temptation^ and Fall, 

V 

“Afterwards Satan came and said, ‘Why are you 
here?’ ‘Oyr Father God put us here,’ they replied. 
‘ What do you eat here ? ’ Satan inquired. * Our Father 
Go(^ created food and drink for us ; food without end.’ 
Satan said, ‘Shownne your food?’ And they went,, with 
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Satan following behind them, to show him. On arriving 
at thh garden, they showed him the fruits, saying, ‘ This 
is sweet, this is sour, this is bitter, this is astringent, this 
is savoury, this is fiery; but this tree, we know not 
whether it is sour or sweet. Our Father God said to us, 

“ Eat not the fruit of this tree. If you eat you will die.” 
We eat not, and do not know whether it be sour or sweet.’ 
‘Not so, O my children,’ Satan replied; ‘the heart of 
your Father God is not with you. This is the richest and 
sweetest ; it is richer than the others, sweeter than the 
others, and not merely richer and sweeter, b*it if you 
eat it you will possess miraculous powers : you will be 
able to ascend into heaven, and descend into the»(Sirth ; 
you will be able to fly. The heart of your God is not 
with you. This desirable thing He hJg not given you. 
My heart is not like the heart of ^our (jo*d. He is not 
honest ; He is envious. I am honest ; I am not envious. 

1 you and tell you* the whole. Your P’athcr tfod 
does not love you ; He did not tell you the^whole^ If 
you do not believe me, do not eat it. Let each one eat * 
carefully a single fruit, flien you will know.* The man 
replied, ‘ Our Father God said to us, “ Eat not the fruit 
of this tree,” and we eat not.’ Thus saying, he rose up 
and went away. But the woman listened to Saten, and, 
thinking what he said rather proper, remained. Satan 
deceived her completely ; and she said to him, ‘ If we 
eat, shall we indeed be able to fly ? ’ My son and « 
daughter,* S^tan replied, ‘ I persuade you because I love 
you.’ The woman took one of the fruit and ate.* And 
Sattin, laughing, said, ‘ My daughter, you listen to me 
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well i now go, give the fruit to your husband, and say to 
him, I have eaten the fruit; it is exceedingly rich. If 
he does not eat, deceive him, that he may eat.’ The 
woman, doing as Satan told her, went and coaxed her 
husband, till she won him over to her own mind ; and 
he took the fruit from the hand of his wife, and ate. 
When he had eaten, she went to Satan, and said, ‘ My 
husband has eaten the fruit.’ On hearing that, he 
laughed exceedingly, and said, ‘ Now you have listened 
to me, very good, my son and daughter.’ ” 

The Curse. 

“ Yhe day after they had eaten, early in the morning, 
God visited them ; but they did not (as they had been 
wont to (Jo) follqfir Him, singing praises. He approached 
them and said, ‘ Why have you eaten the fruit of the tree 
that Itcommanded you not to eat ? ’ They did not dare 
to ^■epjy, and God cursed them, ‘ Now you have not 
observed ivhat I commanded you,’ he said; ‘the fruit 
that is not good to eat, I told you not to eat ; but you 
have not listened, and have eatAi. Therefore you shall 
become old, Jou shall be sick, and you shall die ! ’ ” 

r 

^ Origin of Sacrifices to Demons. 

“ After this, one of their children became very sick, 
and the man and his wife said to each other, ' We did 
not observe Gbd’s command, “ Of the fruit of the tree eat 
not,” but we ate. Now what shall wc do ? God has 
cast ns off j we cannot tell what to do. We must go 
and see Satan, and ask him.’ They arose and went to 
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him. ‘ O Satan/ they said, ‘ God commanded us, Eat 
not of that fruit. Thou saidst, Eat* and we hearkened 
unto thy words, and ate. Now our child is sick, what 
wilt thou say? What wilt thou devise?' Satan replied, 
‘To your Father God you did not hearken, you hearkened 
unto me; now that you have hearkened unto me, hearken 
unto me to the end.* ” 

Satan then institutes the principal sacrifices, offerings, 
and ceremonies that are practised in worshipj)jng demons. 
.P'irst, he orders a /^^^,to be sacrificed; and when •that 
fails, a f<md; and after that, lie prescribes thc^mod^of 
fortune-telling by fowls’ bones, with many other rites and 
ceremonies, the details of which would not be interesting. 

Creation and Fall, in ver^, 

‘‘ In ancient times God created the worl9 > 

All things were minutely ordered by Hfflri. 

In ancient times God cheated the world ; 

He has power enlarge, and power to diminish. 

God created the world formerly ; * 

He can enlarge and diminish it at pleasure. 

God forme?? die world formerly ; 

He appointed food and drink. 

He appointed the fruit of trial ; — 

He gave minute orders. 

Satan deceived two persons ; 

He caflsed them to eat the fruit of the tsee of trial. 

They obeyed not, they believed not God ; 

They ate the fruit of the tree of trial, — 

When they ate the fruit of trial, * 
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They became subject to sickness, old age, and death. 
Had they obeyed*and believed God, 

We should not have been subjected to sickness ; 

Had they obeyed and believed God, 

Wc should have prospered in our doings. 

Had they obeyed and believed him, 

We should not have been poor.” 

Temptation and FalL 

Although the elders say,* Satan is a being of super- 
human powers, able to take the form of either male or 
fem*ale,” *he is usually represented as a woman ; but in 
the following fragment he appears in the character of a 
dragoif. This tradition is further remarkable for the 
names of the progenitors of the human race ; and it is 
worthy of observation, that had it been a modern com- 
position, Adam would not have been Thah-nai ; nor 
Eve IH'U* but A-wa, as written and printed by both 
Prolestant and Catholic missionaries iS\ Burma : — • 

“ Gid commanded man anciently ; 

Satan appeared, bringing destruction. 

God commjinded man formerly ; * 

Satan appeared, deceiving unto death. 

The woman E-u and the man Thah-nai 
Did not meet the eye of the great dragon j 
The woman E-u, and the man, two persons ; 

The dragon, looked on them, and they did &ot meet 
his mind. 

Th% great dragon deceived the woman and Thah-nai ; 

* C/, profiounced like the French u, • 
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How is it said to have taken place ? 

The great dragon succeeded in deception, deceiving 
unto death ; 

How is it said to have been done ? 

The great dragon took a yellow fruit, 

And gave to eat to the son and daughter of God : 

The great dragon took a white fruit, 

And gave to eat to the children of God. 

They did not observe all tlje words of God*; 

, They were deceived,, deceived unto death : 

They did not observe all tfic commands of God ; 

They were deceived, deceived unto sickness : 

I'hey transgressed the words of God, 

And God turned His back on them* : 

Having transgressed the commands «f God, 

God turned away from them.” 

Tree of Life^^and Tree bf Death, 

“O children and grandchildren! in the^begjpning, 
God, to try man, whether he would or would not observe • 
His commands, created the tree of death and the tree of^ 
life, sa5dng, concerning the tree of death, ‘Eat not of it.* 
He wished to sce'whethcr man believed. Not believing, 
he ate of the fruit of the tree of death, and th^ tree of 
life God hid. Because the tree of life has been hidden, 
men ha^e died since that time.” 

“ Temptation, temptation, the fruit of temptation, 

The fruit 'of temptation fell on the ground ; 

Jhe fruit of temptation was bad* . 
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A 

It poisoned to death our mother ; 

The fruit of temptation, * Do thou eat it not' ‘ 

In the beginning it poisoned to death our father and 
mother. 

The tree of death came by woman, 

The tree of life by Man ! ” 

The Curse. 

O chil<Jren and grandchildren ! because in the be- 
ginn^g man ate the fruit of the tree of death, poison 
descends to us and yte all die.” 

Angels, 

The ^Karens believe that there are beings in heaven 
who have never sinned, and that they are employed in 
executing God's purposes : — 

“The sons of heaven are powerful. 

They sit by the seat of God : 

'rtle sons of heaven are righteous, 

They dwfell together with God-; 

The sons of heaven are good. 

They lean against the Alver seat of God. 

The beings whom God employs to ^execute His pur- 
poses, 

Have,*to the present time, the reclining-place of God.” 

Satan. 

1 

Satan is known by several names ; among which the 
most common are Ku-plau, the deceiver, friom his de- 
ceiving* the first man* and woman, and Yaw-kaw, the 
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neck-trodden^ from the belief that man will ultimately 
tread# on his neck, or overcome him. •The Karens believe 
that he was formerly a holy being in heaven, but that he 
disobeyed God, and was driven from heaven : — 

Satan in ancient times was righteous, 

But he transgressed the commands of God ; 

Satan in ancient times was holy, 

But he departed from the love of God ; 

And God drove him away. 

He deceived the daughter and, son of God, 

And God drove you away; 

For you deceived the daughter and son of God.** 

“ O children and grandchildren ! though we wAe to 
kill Satan, he would not die ; but when the time of our 
salvation comes, God will kill him. if^cause ^hat time 
has not yet arrived, he still exists.** 

T>eluge. 

Though I have never met with any direct traditioAs of . 
the deluge, indirect allusions are occasionally found in* 
their fabuloAs •stories. For iAstance, “ Jt thundered, 
tempests follow'ed^ it rained three days and three nights, 
and the waters covered all the mountains.*’ Again, 

“ Anciently, when the earth was deluged with water, two 
brothers, finding themselves in a difficulty, got on a raft. 
The waters rose and rose, till they reached to heaven ; 
when seeing a mango-tree hanging down, the younger 
brother climbed up it and ate; but^the waters suddenly 
falling, left him in the tree.” 
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iHspersion of Men, 

** O children and grandchildren ! men had at first one 
father and mother \ but because they did not love each 
other, they separated. After their separation they did 
not know each other, and their language became dif- 
ferent; and they became enemies to each other and 
fought.” 

“ The Karens were the elder brother. 

They obtained all the words of God ; 

They did not ^believe all fhe word of God, 

And became enemies to each other : 

Bepause they disbelieved God, 

Their language divided. 

God gave theix^ commands, 

But they did dot believe Him; and divisions ensued.” 

•c c 

Resurrection, 

"f^he astronomical systems of all the nations afouhff 
, the f^arens teach that the sun, •moon, and stars revolve 
« round a great north mountain, ip planes parallel to the 
surface of thg earth ; Mftiile the Karens* ntftain the old 
idea, that the heavenly bodies go sound the earth, 
descending under and rising above. Under the earth 
they suppose that there is another world, where people 
go at death. It is enlightened by the same heavenly 
bodies as the^ earth ; but its days and nights are the 
* reverse of ours, the sun rising there when he sets here. 
It is Regarded as an intermediate state, where all the 
dead go, and where *the inhabitants are employed mpch 
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as the inhabitants of the earth, corresponding to the 
Jewish idea of Sheol. 

Connected with this subject, the Karens have an 
obscure notion of a final resurrection. One of their old 
prophecies says — 

“O. children and grandchildren! you think the earth 
large. The earth is not so large as the Entada bean. 
When the time arrives, people will be more numerous 
than the leaves of the treeg, and those wlto are now 
, unseen, will then be Ijrought to view. O my chiMren, 
there will not be a hiding-place for a ingle J;hin^ on 
earth.” 

The Karens explain this by saying that* the ear^Uis as 
large as a bean when compared with the whole of God's 
works. Concerning the numerous people that are to 
appear, they confess their ignorance, but think that the 
inhabitants of Hades (the invisible, or lower worjjd) are 
in^endfed, whom God will cause to come up on thfi e^th. 

Another statenient is, that after the worlc^ is burned 
up, God will come and* raise men to life again ; when ' 
“ the 4azy shall become dogs, but the industrious, men.” * 


TRADITIONAI. PRECEPTS. 

APPARENTLY DERIVED FROM THE SCRIPTURES. 

Love to God, ^ 

“ O children and grandchildren 1 love God, and never • 
so much ai? mention His name ; for, by speaking His 
naine, He goes farther and farther Yiom us.” 
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^ Prayer. 

‘‘ O children and grandchildren ! pray to God con- 
stantly by day and by night.” 

Repentance and Prayer. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! if we repent of 
our sins, and cease to do evil, restraining our passions, 
and pray to God, He will have mercy upon us again. 
If God doifls not have meicy on us, there is no other 
one tSiat can. He who saves us i^ the only one God.” 

Idolatry. 

“ O children and grandchildren I do not worship idols 
or prie^s. If you \^orship them you obtain no advantage 
thereby, while yog increase your sins exceedingly.” 

Honour to Parents. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! respect and reverence 
youc.m^other and father ; for, when you were little, th«iy 

did nQt suffer so much as a musquito to bite you. To 

* ■ 

‘sin against your parents is a heinous crime.” 

“If your father or mijther instruct or^b<^t you* fear. 
If you fear not, the tiger will not fear you.” 

Love to Others. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! do not, be fond of 
quanelling and disputings, but love each other. God in 
heaven looks down upon us ; and if we do not Idve each 
"other, it is the same as if we did not love God, O 
childr^ and grandchildren ! quarrel not, but love each 
other.” 
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Relative Duties , . 

• • 

“ O children and grandchildren ! parent and child, 
master and slave, husband and wife; let not the child 
deceive his parent, the slave his master, nor the wife her 
husband.’’ 

Associates, 

“O children and grandchildren! do not associate 
with the wicked. Those that associate wfth robbers, 

• become robbers ; those that^ associate with the honest, 
become honest ; those that associate witR the passionate, 
become passionate.” 

Murder. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! do*not take the life 
of man. If you kill, you must bear yStu* sin. In the 
next world you will be killed in return.” •• 

^ • mantonly killing Animals, 

“ O children and grandchildren I we may eat anything 
on earth without sin, for God created them all for us f 
but do not k^lH destroy anythftig wantonlfr. If we kill 
or destroy wantonly, we sin.” 

Robbery. 

“ O children and grandchildren I do not forcibly take 
the proferty of another. Observe, my. children, that 
robbers quickly become slaves. Should you even be a 
slave, good remains ; but there is no calling on ^od in 
heU.” 
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^ Theft 

“ O children and grandchildren I do not steal the 
goods of another ; for the owner worked for them until 
he sweat. Thieves will have to repay.” 

Adultery and Fornication, 

“O children and grandchildren! do not commit 

adultery, ok fornication, with the child or wife of another \ 

for tfee righteous One looks down from above, and these 
* « 

things are expo.^ed to Him. Those that do thus will go 
to hell.” ' 

‘‘ you meet the wife of another, avoid her, and pass 
on the lower side oT the road.” 

tPolygamy, 

“ children and ^grandchildren ! if you have one 
wife, lust not after another ferpale or male; for God, 

^ • mr. 

at the beginning, created only two ; one male and one 
female.” 

Fah^ Swearing, 

C I 

“ O children and grandchildren ! ti^at which is not 
true, swear not to, by the true One. Swear not to that 
which you do not well know.” 

Lying and Deception, 

O children and grandchildren ! do not speak false- 
hood. c What you dg not know, do not speak. Liars 
shall have their tongues cut out” 
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O children and grandchildren ! do not use deceitful 
language, but speak the words ot truth only. The 
righteous One in heaven knows everything that is 
said.” 

“ O children and grandchildren ! do not talk at random 
concerning that which you do not know. Random 
talkers speedily become slaves.” 

S7£tearwg^, 

“O children and grandchjjdren I do not curse, or use 
imprecations, and do not use obscene lAiguagtf. IPyou 
curse, or use imprecations, they will return on yourselves.” 

Giving Alms, ^ 

“ O children and grandchildrai ! gi^% food*and drink 
to the poor 3 and, by so doing, •you will obtain mercy i 
yourselves.” 

Doing Good io all Men, 

“ 0 children and gsandchildren ! according to youf 
ability, relieve the distresses all mei^. If you do 
good to others, you will not go unrewarded ; for others 
will make like returns to you.” 

Idleness, 

“ O f:hildren and grandchildren ! while in this state^ 
here on earth, be not idle, but labour diligently, that 
you may not become slaves ; and yhen persons visit you, 
h»re food and drink to give them.”* 
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f Covetousness, 

O children and grandchildren ! do not envy the 
possessions of others. Though exceedingly abundant, 
covet them not. Work yourselves, and eat your own 
things.” 


Intemperance, 

“ O children and grandchildren ! do not be guilty of 
excess in eating and drinking. Bp not intemperate, but • 
tak^that^ which ^s proper only.” 

Obedience to Kings, 

** O children and grandchildren ! obey the orders of 
kings, for.kings„in foriper times, obeyed the commands 
of God. If we^ do not^obey them, they will kill us.” 


Earthly-miniedness, c 

“ O" chifdren and grandchildren ! do not covet the 
•‘good things of this world ! for when you die, you cannot 
carry away thf things that are on earth.” « * 

‘‘O children and grandchildren ! do.not»desire to be 
great men, and possess authority. Great men sin ex- 
ceedingly, and when they die, go to hell.” 

Anger. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! never get angry. If 
we ara angry with others, it is the same as if we were 
angry with God. Tlie righteous One looks down f]t}m 
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heaven upon us. The person who looks on the great 
and small, the vile and the wicked, Children and youth, 
without anger, and gives them food and drink, he shall 
be established unchangeably.” 

On Fo7‘bearan€e and Humiliiy. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! though a person 
persecute you with deceit, anger, and revenge, though 
he strike you, thump you, beat you, do not return him 
• evil. If you return evii^ you (^rive no advantage thereby. 
Then with the heart forbear, and speak t8 him »espe#tful 
words j by doing thus, you will not go unrewarded.” 

“ The man who without anger endujes all with hwftiility 
shall be established unchangeably, for, by doing thus, the 
advantages of meritorious qualities are 

Love to Emmies^ 

O children and grandchildren ! if a person iilfure 
you, let him do what he .wishes, and bear all ^the Suffer- 
ings he brings upon you with humility. If an enemy ■ 
persecute you, love him with thn heart. O^n account of 
our having sinned against God from the beginning, we 
ought to suffer.” 

How to act when One Cheek is struck, 

“ O eWdren and grandchildren ! if a pejson strike you 
on the face, he does not strike you on the face ; he only 
strikes on the floor. Therefore, if a person strike you 
on one cheek, give him the other to «trikd” 

S 
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IVken spit on. 

“ O children an3 grandchildren ! if a person spits in 
your face, do not spit in his face in return. He only 
spits in the air.” 

TTie Two Roads. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! the road that leads 
to heaven is a tract scarcely discernible, but the road 
that goes hell is very great” 

i 

NATIONAL TRADITIONS. 

f ^ ‘ A people beloved of God. 

“ O children and grandchildren ! formerly God loved 
the Kar^n natip'n above all others, but they transgressed 
His commaifds, and in consequence of their transgres- 
sionsiwe suffer as at present. Because God cursed us, 
wc^are in our present afflicted state, and have no,>boo1rs. 
But pod (Will again have mercy on us, and again He will 
love us above others. God will yet save us again ; it is 
on account of our listening to the language^ of Satan, that 
we thus suflSr.” 

Tfu Word of God. 

In cSie of their old war-songs, the Sgaw Karens boast 
in possessing the Word of God : — 

“ Though thou sayest the Fghos are insigi^iiicant. 
Thou must pay a fine for killing them. — 

The Sgaws have the word of Jehovah ; 

They \fill pay no fine for the life of Pgho.” 



APPENDIX. 


259 


Departure of God^ 

Many of the Karen traditions both in prose and verse 
allude to the departure of God, but to what event reference 
is had, it is difficult to say; for all the accounts are 
evidently fabulous in their details. For instance, “ The 
elders said that God, returning anciently, said to the 
Karens, ‘ Karen, guide Me.' The Karens replied, ‘The 
weeds are very thick, we cannot guide Thee and God 

said, ‘ May you pull up weeds generation after generation.' 

• • 

Coming to the llurmans, He*said, ' Burjpan, guide Me.’ 
The Burmans replied, ‘ We are hewing out a canoe, we 
cannot guide Thee ; ' and God said, ‘ May you hey out 
canoes generation after generation.' 'So said one after 
another in succession till He aiinc to thg white foreigners, 
the youngest brother, to whom He? said, •\YhiteToreigner, 
guide Me.' The white foreigner replied, H have no ship, 
no boat, I cannot guide Thee; but I Wish to guidc«rhce.' 
iTien'God made him take off his hat and put it in"^^he 
sea, and it became a laige golden ship ; in whiefi they , 
condiictcd God away tot the West. When they arrived,® 
God blessed' them, saying, ‘ Mtty you ride, in ships and 
boats : may you (;ross waters and reach lands : may you 
dress in fine clothes : may you be handsome : may you 
have rulers from among yourselves : may you have large 
towns and great cities.' Then God went up to heaven, 
and the^hite foreigners returned. Henge it is that the 
white foreigners are more skilful than all other nations, 
and ride in ships to the present time." ^ 

Some poetical pieces represent God as calling upon 
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the sun, moon, and all created beings, to come at His 
departure ; as in the* following fragment : — 

“ God about to return commanded, commanded ; 

God about to depart commanded, commanded ; 

He commanded the sun to come and weep for Him, 
He commanded the moon to come and weep for Him, 
He commanded the birds to come and weep for Him, 
He com5:ianded the squirrels to come and weep for 
Him." 

• 

Returfi of God, 

The return pf God is confidently expected ; and the 
dead* trees are represented as blossoming on His 
arrival : — 

“ At the Appointed season, God will come ; 

The dead trees will blossom and flower ; 

When the appointed season comes, God will arrive : 
Tfte mouldering trees will blossom afid bloom again ; 
Ghd will^ come and bring the great Thau-thee ; * 

We must worship, both great and small. 

The great Thau-thee Qbd created ; 

Let us ascend and worship. 

There is a great mountain in the ford, 

Can you ascend and worship God ? 

There is a great mountain in the way, 

Are you ablewto ascend and worship God ? 

You call yourselves the sons of God, 

* A mpuntain so-called,, which is to be the seat of future happi- 
ness, according to some statements. 
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How many evenings have you ascended to worship God ? 

YAi call yourselves the children of God, 

How often have you ascended to worship God ? ” 

Sometimes He is represented as coming with a 
trumpet : — 

“ God comes down, comes down ; 

God descends, descends ; 

He comes blowing a trumpet. 

He descerkds sounding a trumpet ; 

Blowing, He gathers men, like the floweft of the Aroca,* 
Sounding, He gathers people, like the flowers of the 
Areca.'^ 

Sometimes angels in glory would segm to accompany 
Him, while the great among the*pcopIfl play ftn golden 
harps • •• 

‘‘’The glittering, tha angels of heaven, 

* * 

The dazzling, the angels of heaven : , 

The great trumpel that God comes blowing ! 

• The great one that strikes the golden harp.” 

• * * • . 

In one fragment God is represented as coming in rags : — 

“ O children and grandchildren ! before God comes, 
Satan will come deceiving men ; and in order to deceive, 
he will come dressed in fine clothes and handsome attire j 
but follo*W him not, children and grandchildren ! After 
Satan will come One with scarcely clothes enough to cover 
Him. Follow Him. That One is God. When God 

* The flowers grow thick and are very numerous. 
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comes, He will take the appearance of the poorest of 
men, and will dress ifi rags. Follow Him.” 

Sometimes God, it is said, is to save them by His 
youngest son : — 

“ O children and grandchildren ! God will yet save us 
again. He has saved us twice, and His youngest son 
will be able to save us again.” 

, Appeara7i€e of Satan, 

Sojpe statements represent Satan as coming to deceive 
men before God returns. The ehTers said, — 

*‘V) children and grandchildren ! before God arrives, 
Satan will appegr, and the unrighteous, and the lascivious, 
and adulterers, and deceivers, and the contentious will 
follow him ; and when they have all gone after him, there 
will be happiness, and God will come.” 

*• «i 

• Darkness to come, 

i 

A* Karen assistant, after reading tl^e account of- the 
plagyos ini Egypt, related the following: — “The elders 
said. There will yet be a great darkness; the darkness 
will be such that men w^l not be able to see each other, 
and they will ^'be compelled to creep and feel. At that 

c • 

time the fagots will become serpents, and the bamboos 
snakes ; and people will feel here, and they will lay their 
hands on a serpent ; and there, and they will lay their 
hands on a snake.” 

King, 

Maijy of their compositions represent them as expecting 
great temporal prospfferity under their kings : — » 
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“ O children and grandchildren ! the Karens will yet 
dwell in the city with the golden paiace. If we do well, 
the existence of other kings is at an end. The Karen 
king will yet appear, and, when he arrives, there will be 
happiness.” 

For this they have been in the habit of praying. The 
following are specimens of their prayers : — ■ 

“ O Lord, we have had affliction for a long succession 
of generations ; have comi)assion, have mercy upon us, 
O Lord. The Talin^ kings have ^had their seasoh, the 
Burman kings have had their season, tliC Siai^ese kings 
have had their season, and the foreign kings, all have had 
their season ; the Karen nation remains.* Let cyir king 
arrive, O Lord. Thou, O Lord, whom we adore, to 
whom we sing praises, let us dwell within the great town, 
the high city, the golden palace. Give td us, have com- 
passion upon us, O Lord.” • 

“ O Lord, the God whom we adore, have compa^'^ion, 
have mercy upon us. Let us have kings, ^nd Jet .the 
city, the town, the great town, the silver city, the 
towiT, the new city, the*[)alace, the royal residence arrive 
to us all, O Lord. Have compassion, and grant unto us, 
O great God.” • 

Sometimes they represent themselves met^:^J)horically 
as becoming civilized, while other nations become bar- 
barous : — 

“ The elders said. Children and grahdchildren 1 th^ 
high mountain will be levelled ; and the plain will become 
a sink. The deer will ascend the moiintains, find the 
wild goat will descend to the plains*.” 
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“ The great mountain will become a plain, 
Children be happy and play : 

The great mountain will be levelled, 

Children be joyful and play.” 

Some compositions represent the Karen king as the sole 
monarch of the earth, and that there will be neither ric h 
nor poor in their reign, but that all will be happy. 

“ Good persons, the good. 

Shall go to the silver town, the silver city ; 
Righteous perSons, tiie righteous. 

Shall go to the new town, the new city; 

Persons -that believe their father and mother, 

^hall enjoy the golden palace. 

When the Karen king arrives, 

Thtere will be orriy one monarch ; 

When the Karen king comes, 

.There will be neither rich nor poor ; 

When the Karen king shall arrive, 

" The^e will be neither rich man no^ poor ; 

When the Karen king shall come. 

Rich apd poor wiK not exist.” 

They believe when the Karen king Comes, the beasts 
will be j,t peace, and cease to bite and devour one 
another. ' 
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StalToni House Letters. With 2 Portraits. Demy 8vo, lor. 6d, 

GRAHAM^ WUliam^ M.A.^'The Creed of Science, Rsligious, Moral, 
and SociaL Second Edition, Revised. Crown 8vo, dr. 

The Social Problem, in Its Economic, Moral, and 
Pqjlltical Aspects. Demy 8vo, 14;. . 

Socialism, New and Old. Second Edilion. Crown 8vo,4r. 

GREG^ Wi 1?.— Enigmas of Ufa. With a Prefatory Memoir. 
Edited by his Wife. Eighteenth Edition. Crown ^o, dr. 

GUBJSRIfAT/S, Angela — Zoologicgl Mythology; or, The 

* Legends of Animals. 8 vols. ovo, £iSs, 
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GURNEY^ Rev. Parsifal. A Study. Fcap. 8vo, 

is, td, 

ffADDON^ The Larger Life; Studies in Hinton's 

Kthics. Crown 8vo, 5/. 

HAGGARD^ H, Cetywayo and his White Neighbours ; 

or, Remarks on Recent Events in Zululand, Natal, and the 
Transvaal. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 6 j. 

HALDEMAN^ S, Pennsylvania Dutch : A Dialect of South 
Germany with an Infusion of English. 8vo, 31. (id, 

HALL^ F, 7 ’.— The Pedigree of the Devil. With 7 Autotype 
Illustrations from Designs by the Author. Demy 8vo, 7r. 6^. 

HALLOCJC^ Chc^les,—*t\iA Sportsman’s Gazetteer 'and General 
^ Guide, The Game AnKnals, Birds, and Fishes of North 
Anerica. Maps and Portrait. Crown 8vo, 15J. ^ 

Hamilton, Memoirs of ^Arthur, B.A.| of Trinity College, Cam- 
iiridgef Croi^h 8vo, 6 j. 

Handbook of Home Rule, being Articles on the Irish Question by 
^rious Writers. Edited by James Bryce, M.P. Second 
Eukion. Crown Qvo, xx. sewed, or ix. 6^. cloth. 

HARRIS^ Emily Marioti,^*tYLe Narrative of the Holy Bible.. 
Crown 8vo, Sx. ^ 

HARTMANl^l /V/iwa— Magic, White and Black; or, The 
Science of finite and Infinite Life. Crown 8vo, 7x. (id. 

The J^lfe of Paracelsds, and the Substance of his Teach- 
^ ings. Post 8vo, lox, 6 d, 

LNe and Doctrines of Jacob^oehxnp. Post 8vq, tox. 6 d, 
ffAtVfJIQRJY^^ Nathaniel, — Works. Complete in Twelve Volumes. 

c Large post 8vb, yx* 6 d, each volume. 

HBQKER^ J, F, C.—The Epidemics of the Middle Ages. 
• Translated by G. B. Babington, M.D., F.R.S. Third* Edition. 

8vo, gs, 6</., • • ^ 

HENDRIK^ Zfaxix.— Memoirs of Hans Hendrik, the Arctic 
Traveller; serving under Kane, Places, flail, and Nares, 
1853-76. Translated from the Eskimo Language by Dr. Henry 
Rinbi Crown 8vo, 3x, (id, 

HENDRIKS^ Dons Larvrenee,~^Tlie Z^ndon Ghartei^ouse ; its 
Monks and its Martyrs. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 15X. 
HERZEN^ Alexander.^J^jx Developpement des Id^eg Revolu- 
tlonnalrei^en Russle. ismo, 2x. 6^/. 

A separate list of A. Henen's works in Rusjsian may be had on 
application. 

HILLt Al^d.-^Hh^ ^History of the Reform Movement in the 
Dental Profession iif Great Britaia during the last twenty ^ears. 

Crown 8v0| xox. td, 

#• 
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HJLLEBRANDy Karl, — France and the French In the Second 
Half of the Nineteenth Century, Translated from the 
•Third German Edition. Post 8vo, lar, 

HINTON^ y , — Life and Letters. With an Introduction by Sir W, 
W, Gull, Bart., and Portrait engraved on Steel by C. H. Jecns. 
Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo, 8j. 

Philosophy and Religion. Selections from the Manuscripts of 
the late James Hinton. Edited by Caroline Haddon. Second 
Edition. Crown 8yo, $s. 

The Law Breaker, and The Coming of the Law. 
Edited by MARGARET HiNTON. Crown 8vo, 6s, 

The Mystery of Pain. New Edition. Fcap. 8vo, is. 

HODGSON^ Jm JF.— Academy Lectures. Crown 8vo, yj. 6d, 

Holbein Society. — Subscription, one guinea per annum.^ List of 
Publications on application. • * 

HOLMES-FORBES^ Avary W . — ^The Science of BeaiAy. An 
Analytical Inouiry into the Laws of A£sthetics. Second Edition. 
Post 8vo, 3J. id, • ^ 

ffOLYOAKEf G, The History of Go-operatioa \n Eng- 
land : Its Literature and its Advocates, z vols. Crown 8vo, 
I 4 J. . 

Self-Help by the People. Thirty-three Years Co-operation 
in Rochdale. Ninth Edition. Crown 8vo,*2j. 6d, 

KOA/Ej Mme, Dun^as,^YA, D. Home*: His l.ife an^ Mission. • 
With Portrait. Demy 8vo, I2j’. 6d, * 

*Gift of D. D. Home. %emy 8vo, lor. 

Homer’s Iliad. Greek Text with Translation.^ GjCpgDERY, 

C.S.I. Two vols. D^my 8vo, 14J. Cheap Edition, Translaliott 
j^nly. One vol. Crown 8vo, Ss, ^ 

JIOOLEi Science amj Art of Training. A Hand? 

• book for Athletes. Demy 8vo, 3^. 6d, • 

HOOPER^ Jl/fl/y^-Lktle Dinners ; How to Serve them with 
Elegance and Economy. Twenty-first Edition. Crown 
8vo, 2f. 6d, ^ 

Cookery for Invalids, Persons of Delicate Digestion, 
and Children. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vc, zs, 6d, * 

Every*-day Meals. Being Economical and Wholesome Recipes 
for Breakfast, Luncheon, and Supper. Seventh Edition. CroWh 
8vo, 2J. 6<4 

HOPKINS^ A/fw.— Work amongst Working Men. Sixth 
Edition. Crown 8vo, y,6d, m ^ • 

tiORMADAY^ W, 71 — Two Years in at! angle. With Illustrations, 
Deipy 8vo, zts. 
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HOWELLS^ W. A Little Girl among the Old Masters. 
With Introduction and Comment. 54 Plates. Oblong crown 
8vo, lor. 

HUMBOLDT^ Baron WUhdm Fon.—The Sphere and Duties of 
Government. Translated from the German by Joseph 
CoULTHARDf Jun. Post 8vo, 5r. 

HYNDMAN^ H, Historical Basis of Socialism in 

England. Laige crown 8vo, 8r. 6/. 

/M Everard A— Among the Indiana of Guiana. 

Being Sketches, chiefly anthropologic, from the Interior of 
British Guiana. With 53 Illustrations and a Map. Demy 
8vo, i8r. 

• 

INGLEBkY^ the laU CUment ^—Essays. Edited by his Son. Crown 
8vo, ' 

Irrespomsibllity atid its Recognition. By a Graduate of Oxford. 
Crown 8vo, 3/. 6 d, 

JAGlEL^KIy r.— Modem Massage Treatment in Combina*- 
tidti with the Electric Bath. 8vo, 1 j. 6</. 

/APPf Alexander Days with Industrials. Adventures and 
Experiences aSiong Curious Industries. With Illustrations. 
Crowd 8vD^.6f. ® 

JENKINS, E., and BAYSilOND, /.—The Architect’s Legal 
* * c Handbook. Fourth Edition, Revised. Crown 8vo, 6r. 

JENKMtS, A.— A Modem Paladin. (Jontemporary .Maaners. 
Crown 8vo, Sr. 

JEN^It/s, /ofe-x.— "frest^-Pocket Lexicon. An English Dictionary 
of all except familiar Words, including the principal Scientific 
and Technical Terms, and Fdteign Moneys, Wei^ts, and 
Measures. ^64mo, ir. t • 

JENKINS, Rev, Canon R. C— Heraldry : Eygli^ and Foreign. 
With a Dictionary of Heraldic Terms and Z56 Illustrations, 
Small crown 8vo, 3r. 6</. 

JESSOP, dkarUe df.— Satum*^ Kingdom ; or, ifable and 

• Fact. With Illustrations. Crown 8.vo, 6 s, 

Jesus the Carpenter of Hasareth. By a Layman. Second 

* Edition. Cfown 8 to, in 2 Parts, 2r. 6if. each. 

jduNSON, C, P.— Hints to Collectors of Original Editions of 
the Works of Charles Dickens, Crown 8vo, vellum, 6s, 

HintS to Collector of Original Editions of the Works 
of Wltiiam MaR^ace Thackeray. Crown Bvoj Mining 
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JOHNSTON^ H. /T., The Klllma-njaro Expedition. 

A Record of Scientific Exploration in Eastern Equatorial Africa, 
*and a General Description of the Natural History, Languages, 
and Commerce of the Kilima-niaro District. With 6 Maps, and 
over So Illustrations by the Author. Demy Svo, 21s, 

The History of a Slave. With 47 Illustrations. Square Svo, fir. 

Juvenalis Satiras. With a Literal English Prose Translation and 
Notes. By J. D. Lewis. Second Edition, a vols. Svo, izs. 

KARDECt Spirit's Book. The Principles of’ Spiritist 

Doctrine on the Immortality of the Soul, etc. Transmitted 
through various mediums. Translated by Anna Blackwell. 
Crown Svo, yj. fi^. 

The Medium’s Book ; oi^ Guide for Mediums and for Evoca- 
^ tions. Translated by Anna Blackwell. Crown Seo, yj. 6</. 

Heaven and Hell ; or, The Di^ne Justice Vindicated in the 
Plurality of Existences. Translated b/ Anna Blackwell. 
Crown Svo, *js, 6d. 

KAUFMANN^ Rev. Af., M.A . — Socialism : its Nature, i^ji Dangers, 
and its Remedies considered. CrowiuSvo, yj. 6d. • 

Utopias ; or. Schemes of Social Improvement, from Sir Thomas 
More to Karl Marx. Crown Svo, 5J. • 

Christian Socialism. Cpwn SVo, 4r. , * 

KENT^ C. B. i?^/(aMf^.~£ssays in politics 1 wherein some of the 
Political Questions of the Day are reviewed from a Gonstitutipii&l* 
and Historical Standpdnt. Crown Svo, 5^. • 

AERRISO^i Lady Carolim.^E Commonplace Book* of the 
Flfteentbu Century. Containing Religious* flay and 
Poetry, Legal Forms, and Local Accounts. From the Original 
•MS. at Brome Haf, Sufiblk. Edited by Lucy ToujIfiN < 
Smith. With 2 Facsimiles. Demy Svo, yj. hd. • 

KINGSFORD, Anna, J/.Z?.— The ^Perfect Way In Diet, A 
Treatise advocating a Return to the Natural and Ancient Food of 
our ^ce. Third Edition. Small crown Svo, 2J. 

The Spiritual Hermeneutics of' Astrology and Holy 
Writ. Illustrated. 4to, pardiment, xor. 6 (L 

KINGSFORD, Anna, and MAITLAND, Edward.^rhe Virgin 
of the World of Hermes Mercurius Trlsmeglstus. 
Rdidered into English. 4to^ parchment, to/. tcU « 

The Perfect Way ; or, The Finding of Christ. Third Editfon, 
Revised. Square ifimo, 7/. fit/. 

JtINGSFORD, History of Canada. 4 vols,« Svo, £i, 

nitron, Fred. John Leeth, Arflst and Humourist. A 
Biographical Sketch. Demy iSmo, 1/. . 
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KRAUS^ 7.— Carlsbad ^ and Its Natural Healing Agents. 
With Notes, Introductory, by the Rev. John T. Wallers. 
Third Edition. Osrown 8 vo, 6 j . td. 

LAMBt Beauty and the Beast; or, A Rough Outside 

with a Gentle Heart. A Poem. Fcap. 8 vo, vellum, lor. 6 d. 

LANG, Lost Leaders. Crown 8vo, 51. 

Langstroth on the Hive and Honey-Bee. Revised, Enlarged, 
and Compiled by Chas. Dadant and Son. With Illustrations. 
Demy 8vo, gs. 

Lathe (The) and its Uses ; or, Instruction in the Art of Turning 
Wood and Metal. Sixth E^tion. Illustrated. 8vo, lor. 6d. 

LEE, FrediHck^Geo , — A Manual of Politics. In three Chapters. 
With Footnotes and Appendices. Small crown 8vo, 2r. td, 

LEFEV^E, Right Hon. G. Shaw.—'P^^ and O’Connell. Deny 
8vo, loj. td. ^ c 

Intideifts of tioercion. A Journal of Visits to Ireland. Third 
Edition. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, is, 6d, ; paper covers, is. 

Iri^ Members and Knglish Gaolers. Crown Svo, limp 
modi, IS, 6d. ; pi^er covers, is. 

Combination and Coercion in Ireland. A Sequel to 
“ Incidents of ^^oercion.” Crown Svo, cloth, is, 6d, ; paper 
coversp is, ^ * 

LELAND, The Breiimann Ballads, The only au- 

thorized Edftion. Complete in 1 vol., including Nineteen 
BdHlads, illustrating his Travels in Europe (never before printed). 

^Ciftwn Svo, 6s. n ^ ^ 

Gaudeamus. Humorous Poems translated from the German of 

« •JhSEFi^ViC'BOR I^CHEFFEL and Qthers. i6mo, 31. 6d. 

. The English Gipsies and their Language. Second Edition. 

• Crown Svo, Js. 6d. “ * 

Fu-Sang; or, The Disedvery of America by Chinese Buddhist 
Priests in the Fifth Century. Crown Svo^ 71. 6d. 

Pidgin-English Sing-Song; or, Songs and Stories in the 
China-English Dialect. With a Vocabulary. Second Edition. 
Crou^ Svo, $s, ^ « 

c The Gyiisies. Crown Svo, lor. 6d. 

Light on the Path, For the Personal Use of those who are Ignorant of 
the Eastern Wisdom. Written down by M. C. Fcap. Svo, is. 6d. 

L6CHER, CVrrf.— An Explanation of Organ Stops, with Hints 
for Effective Combinations. Demy Svo, $s. 

LONGFELLOIV, H^ Wadaworth.^lAte. By his Brother, Samuel 
Longfellow. Wi^h Portraits and Illustrations. 3 vols. <JDemy 
Svo, 42s. 
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LONSDALE, Sister Dora : a* Biography. With Portrait. ' 

Thirtieth Edition. Small crown 8vo, 2 s. 6d, 

George Eliot : Thoughts upon her Life, her Books, and 
Herself. Second Edition. Small crown 8vo, ix. 

Lotos Series (The). Pott 8vo, bound in two styles : (i) cloth, gilt 
back and edges ; (2) half-parchment, cloth sides, gilt top, uncut, 
3x. 6d, each. 

The Original Travels and Surprising Adventures of 
Baron Munchausen. Illustrated by Alfred Crowquill. 

The Breitxnann Ballads. By Charles G. Leland. Author’s 
Copyright Edition, with a New Preface and Additional Poems. 

Essays on Men and Books Selected froJSn the Earlier 
Writings of Lord MiScaulay. Vol. I. Introductory— 
Lord Clive — Milton-^Earl Chatham — Lord Byron. With Criti- 
cal Introduction and Notes^ by Alexander H. Jafp, LL.D. 
W’ith Portraits. ^ • 

The Light of Asia ; or. The Great Renunciation. Being the 
Life and Teaching of Gautama, Prince of India ani} Founder 
of Buddhism. Told in Verse by an Jndian Buddhist. By Sir 
Edwin Arnold, K.C.I.E., C.S.I. With Illustrations and a 
Portrait of the Author. 

The Marvellous and Rare QoncelitS of Master Tyll 
Owlglass. Newly Collected, Chronicled f and set forth in an 
English Tongue. By Kenneth H. R. Mackenzie. Adorned 
with many most Diverting and Cunning' Devices by Alfred ^ 
Crowquill. ^ ^ 

'a ^.over’s Litknies, and other Poems. By Eric Mackay. 
With Portrait of the Author. , « > , • 

The Large Paper Edition of these Volumes will be limited* to 
•101 numbered copies Cor sale in England, price I2x. 6d. each,4et^ 

Lowder, Chariest : A Biography.! By the Autjior of “ St. Teresa.” 

” Twelfth Edition. With Portrait. Crown 8vo, 3/. 6tL 

LOlVELL,yafftes*Eusse//.—The Biglow Papers. Edited by Thomas 
Hughes, Q.C. First and Second Series in 1 vol. Fcap., ax. 

LOWSLEY, Major .5.-4 Glossary of Berkshire ^Vords and 
Phrases. Crown. 8vo, half-calf, gilt edges, interleaved, 

12X. 6^. 

LUCRES, %oa C, E, — Lectures on General Nursing, delivered fo 
the Probationers of the London Hospital Training School Yor 
Nurses., Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 2x. 6d. 

LUDEWIG, Hermann A.— The Literature o^ Amerioan AborU 

o ginal Languages. Edited byi Nicolas Trubnbr. 8vo, 
lox. 6^. 
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L ItUKIN^ y.— Amongst Machines, A Description of Various Me- 
chanical Appliances used in the Manufacture of Wood, Metal, 
etc. A Book foe Boys. Second Edition. 64 Enjgravings. 
Crown Svo, 3J. 6/ 

The Young Mechanic* Containing Directions for the Use of 
all Kinds of Tools, and for the Construction of Steam-Engines, 
etc. A Book for Boys. Second Edition. With 70 Engravings* 
Crown Svo, td. 

The Boy Knglneera : What they Did, and How they Did it, 
A Book for Boys. 30 Engravings. Imperial i6mo, 3^. 6^. 

LUMLEYt A.— The Art of Judging the Character of Indi- 
viduals from their Handwriting and Style. With 35 
Plates. ^ Square i6mo, 5^. 

LYTTONy Edward Bulwery Z^/vift^Llfe, Letters and Literary 
Aemains. By his Son, the Earl of Ly'iton. With Portraks, 
Illustrations and Faasimilesi Dem}^ Svo. Vols. I. and II., 32^ 

MACD(WALt)y A, — Humanitism ; The Scientific Solution of 

the Social Problem. Large post Svo, •js, 6 d. 

MACHIj\VELLIy Niaolb. 

Discourses on thte First Decade of Titus Livius. Trans- 
lated from the Italian by Ninian Hill Thomson, M.A. Large 
crown Svo, izr^ 

The Prince, ^Pranslafed fro^ the Italian by N, H. T. Small 
crown Svo, pointed 01^ hand-made paper, bevelled boards, 6 s, 

i/’XCA'OAVC^/A.— Alexander Heriot : A Memoir by E. A. T, 
^ Edited, with Preface, by E. F. Russell, With Portrait and 
'Views. Large crown Svo, 7 ^* Rf. c * • 

MACRKKHIBy The Testimony oL Tradition. With 

• 20 Illustrations. *8vo, 7 j. 6 d, 

^I^IDENy y, Af.— The Useful Native Plants of Australia (in- 
cluding Tasmania). Degiy Svo, lar. 6 d, . 

Maintenon, Madame de. By Emily Bowles. With Porlfrait. 
Large crown Svo, 7 j, 6 d, • • 

MALLETy AV. Hofi. Sir Free Exchange. Papers on 

Political and Economical Subjects,^ including Chapters on the 
Law of Value and Unearned Increment. Edited by Bernard 
Mallet. Demy Svo, izr. 

MARCffAJYTy tv, 5— In Praise of Ale. Songs, Ballade, Epigrams, 

• and Anecdotes. Crown Svo, lox. 6 d, 

MABICffAMy Capt, A&ert HdsHngSy The Great Frozen Sea : 
A Personal Narrative of the Voyage of the 'during the Arctic 
Expedition of iS75^. ^ full-p^ Illustrations, 2 Maps, 

and 27 Woodcuts, ^ixth and Cheaper Edition. Crown Sto, or. 
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Marriage and Divorce, Including Religious, Practical, and Political * 
Aspects of the Question. By Ap Richard, Crown 8vo, $s, 

MARI^YAT^ Florence,— ‘'T\iGCQ is no Defith. Crown 8vo, 7 j. 6 d. 

MAFTIN’y G, A,— The Family Horse; Its Stabling, Care, and 
Feeding. Crown 8vo, 3.;. 6 d, 

mason‘d ,£.-^W'omanhood in the God-Man. Crown 8vo, 6 s, 

MA THEFSt S, L, -df,— The Key of Solomon the King. TransLatcd 
from Ancient MSS. in the British Museum. With Plates. 
Crown 4to, 25^. 

The Kabbalah Unveiled. Containing the Three Books of the 
Zohar. Translated into English. With Plates. Post 8vo, 
lor. 6 d, % 

The Tarot : its Occult Signification, Use In Fortune- 
Telling, and Method of Play. 32100, is, 6 d, ? with pack 
of 78 Tarot Cards, 

MAUDSLEY, IT., Body and Will.'* Being an Bssay con- 

cerning Will, in its Metaphysical, Physiological, and Pathological 
Aspects, 8vo, i2r. • ^ 

Natural Causes and Supernatural Seemlngs, Second 

‘ Edition, Crown 8yo, 6 s, 

Mechanic, The Young. A Book for Boyt Containing Directions 
for the Use of all Kinds of Toels, ana Jbr the •Construction of 
Steam-Engines and Mechanical Models. Ify the Rev. J. Lukin. 
Sixth Edition. With 70 Engravings. C»own 8vo, 3J. 6 il, ^ ^ 

Mechanic’s Workshop, Amateur. Plain and Conci£ Dirccflons 
for the Manipulation Wood and Metals. By tne ^tlior of 
* The Lathe aifid its Uses.” Sixth Edition. Illustrated. Demy 
8vo, df. . ^ 

Mendelssohn’s Letters to Ignaz and* Charlotte Moschefes. 

•Translated by Felix ^oschelles. Numerous lllustratioiiran|j^ ' 
Facsimiles.^ 8vo, 12s, ^ 

METCALFE^ Frederick ,— Englishman aAd the Scandina- 
vian. Post 8vo, i8j, 

MINTON^ Rev, Capital and Wages. 8vo, ijr. 

The Welfare of the Millions. Crown 8vo, lim^ cloth, is, 6 d, ; 
paper covers, is, * • 

Mltcliel, John, Life. By Willi^ Dillon. 2 vols. With Portrait, 
8ve, 21J. ^ • • 

MITCHELL^ Lucy A History of Ancient Sculpture, With 
numerous Ulustrations, including 6 Plates in Phototype. Super- 
Toysd 8^0, 42J. 

Mohl, Julius and Mary, Letters add RecollectlAis of. By 
• M. C. M. SiMFSON, With Portraits and 2 Illustrations. Demy 
8vOj»I5j. 
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MOODIE^ D, C, The History of the Battles and Adven- 
tures of the British, the Boers, the Zulus, etc., in 
Southern Africa, from the Time of Pharaoh Necholo i88a 
With Illustrations and Coloured Maps. 2 vols. Crown 8vo, 3dr. 

MORFIT^ CamthelL—K Practical Treatise on the Manufac- 
ture of Soaps. With Illustrations. Demy 8vo, £z i2s. 

A Practical Treatise on Pure Fertilizers, and the Chemical 
Conversion of Rock Guanos, etc., into various valuable Products, 
With 2$ Plates. 8vo, £4 4s. 

Jl/OORE, Aubrey Z.— Science and the Faith : Essays on Apologetic 
Subjects. Crown 8vo, 6j. 

Kssays, Scientific and Philosophical. With Memoir of 
thj Author. Crown 8vo, dr. 

Lectures and Papers of S;he Reformation in England 
i^nd 6n the Continent. Crown 8vo, i6r. 

M ORISON^ 7. Cotter, — The Service of Man : an Essay towards the 
I^ligion of tHb Future. Crown 8vo, 5j, 

MORRIS, Cbar/es.^Aryan Sun-Myths the Origin of Religions, 
With an Introduction by Charles Morris. Crown 8vo, 6j. 

MORRIS, GomerneurJb*S, Mnister to Zhwirr.— Diary and Letters. 
2 vols. DeRiy Svo, 3Qr, • 

%MO^£NTIfAL, 7, de, atid AaR TING, James A.— Ostriches and 
Osif rich Farming, Second Edition. With 8 full -page Illus- 
stirations and 20 Woodcuts. Royal 8vo, ijpr. td, • 1 

Motl^, JohnaLothrop. A Memoir. By Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
c Crown 8vo, os, • • 

^ld)LHALL, M, G, and E. 71 — Handbook of the Rlvei^ Plate, 
comprising the Argentine Republic, Uruguay, and Paraguay. 
With Six hf^ps. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, yj. 6d, • 

Munro, Major-Gen. Sir Thomas. A Mbmoif. By Sir A. J. 
Ardutiinot. Crown Svo, 3x. 6d, 

Natural Hiltory. “ Riverside ” Edition. ^ Edited by J. S. Kingsley. 

• 6 vols. 2200 Illustrations. 410, £6 6s, 

NEVILL, 7. If. A^.— The Biology of Dally Life. Post Svo, 3J. 6 d, 

NEWMAN, Characteristics from the Writings of. 

Being Selections from his various Works. Arranged with the 
Author's personal AppiovaL Eighth Edition. * With Portrait. 
Cr<»vn Svo, 6j. • 

A Portrait of Carcflnal Newman, mounted for framing, esh 
be had, 2j. 6 d, 
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N'E WMAN^ Francis Kssays fin Diet. Small crown Svo, * 

cloth limp, 2 Sn 

Miscellanies. Vols. I., 11. , III., and IV. Essays, Tracts, and 
Addresses, Moral and Religious. Demy Svo. Vol. I,, lor. Oif. 
Vols. II. and III., I2J. Vol. IV., lor. 6t/. 

Reminiscences of Two Exiles and Two Wars. Crown 
Svo, 31. 6d, 

Phases of Faith ; or. Passages from the History of my Creed. 

^ Crown Svo, 35. 6^. 

The Soul: Pier Sorrows and her Aspirations. Tenth Edition. 
Post Svo, 3^. 6d. 

Hebrew Theism. RoyaSSvo, 4s. 6d, 

> Anglo-Saxon AboUtion of Negro Slavery. Demy Svo, 5^. 

New South Wales, Journal and Proceedings^! thp Royal 
Society of. Published annually. Price lox. 6d. 

New South Wales, Publications of tl^e ^.Government of. 
List on application. . . , • 

New Zealand Institute Publications 

I. Transactions and Proceeding? «)f the New Zealand In- 
stitute. Vols. 1. to XX., 1868P to i88f . ^ Deifiy Svo, stitched, 

£l is. each. ^ 

^ • • 

II. An Index to the Transactions and Proceed in®5*o^ 
the New Zealand Institute. Edited by James Hector, M.D., 

• »F.R.S. Vols^ I. to V ill. Demy Svo, 2 s. 6d. •• 

New Zealand: geological Survey. List^f Pirislicatioti^on ap- 
plication. * • • 

OATES, Frank, /’.^.f7.5'.-^Matabele Land and the Vic^ria 
Falls. A Naturalist’s Wanderings in the Interior of South 

* Africa. Edited by C. G. Oates, 13. A, VTith numerous Illustra- 
tions and 4 Maps. Demy Svo, 2ir. 

O^BRIEN, R. Irish Wrongs and English Remedies, 

with other Essays. Crown Svo, 5^. • 

The Home RulelP’s Manual, Crown Svo, cloth, is. 6£; 
paper covers, is. 

OGILVIE,^ William . — Birthright In Land^ With Biographical 
Notes by D. C. Macdonald. Crown Svo, yr. 6^. , 

OLCOTT, 5'.— Theosophy, Religion, and Occult Science. 

With Cdossary of Eastern Words. Crown Svo, ys. 6 ( 1 . 

Posthumous Humanity. A Stu^ of Phantoms. By Adolphe 
' D’Assier. Translated and Annotated by Henry S, Olgott. 
Croiwn Svo, ys. 6(f, 
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Out Public Schools— Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Rugiy, 
Westminster, Marlborough, The Charterhouse. 
Crown 8vo, 6s, ' 

OV/EN^ Robert Footfalls on the Boundary of Another 

World. With Narrative TIJustrations. Post 8vo, 7 j. 6d, 

The Debatable L,and between this World and the Next. 
With Illustrative Narrations. Third Edition. Crown 8vq, 
7r. 6d, 

Threading my Way. Twenty-Seven Years, of Autobiography. 
Crown 8vo, yr. 6d, 

OXLEV, William . — Modem Messiahs and Wonder-Workers. 
A Histoi^ of the Various Messianic Claimants to Special Divine 
Prerogatives: Post 8vo, Sr. ^ 

Parchment Library, Chpicely Printed ton hand-made paper, limp 
parchmgnt antjf]ue or doth, &. ; vellum, *js, 6d. each volume. 
Selected Poems of Matthew Prior. With an Introduction 
and Notes by Austin Dobson. 

Sartdf JEtesartus. By Thomas Cahlylk. 

The Poetical Works of John Milton. 2 vols. 

Chaucer's Cant^bury Tales. Edited by A. W, Pollard, 
2 vols. • • « 

Letters and Journals of Jonathan Swift. Selected and 
edited, with a Commenthry and Notes, by Stanley Lane-Foole. 

De Qulncey’s Confessions of an English Opiunr Eater. 
Reprinted from the First Edition.^ Edited l|y Richard Garneit. 

Tb^ Gospel acc<2rding to Matthew, Mark» and Luke. 
‘Selections from the Prose Writings of Jonathan Swift. 
With a Preface and Notes by Stanley Lane-Poole and 
Portrait. ^ ^ 

English Sacrdd Lyrics. ' • 

Sir Joshua Reynolds’s Discourses. •Editfcd by Edmund 
Gossb. 

SelectloAs from Milton'^ Prose Writings. ^Edited by 
Ernest Myers. * 

The Book of Psalms. Translated by the Rev. Cancm T. K. 
Chbyni;, M.A., D.D, 

,The Vicar of Wakefield. With Preface and Notes by Austin 
Dobson. 

English Comic Dramatists. Edited by Oswald Crawfurd. 
English Lyrics! * 

The Sonnets of John Milton. Edited by Mark Pattison, 
Whh Portrait after Vertue. • 
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Parchment continued, 

French Lyrics. Selected and AnnDlated by George Saints- 
BURY. With a Miniature Frontispiece designed and etched bv 
H. G. Glindoni. 

Fables by Mr. John Gay. With Memoir by Austin Dobson, 
and an Etched Portrait from an unfinished Oil Sketch by Sir 
Godfrey Kneller. 

Select Letters of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by Richard Garnett. 

The Christian Year. Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and 
Holy Days throughout the Year. With Miniature Portrait of the 
Rev. J. Keble, after a Drawing by G. Richmoni, R.A. 

Shakspere's Works. Complete in Twelve Volumes.^ 

Eighteenth Century Essaj^s. Selected and Edited by Austin 
Dobson. With a Miniature Frontispiece by R. (aldec^tt. 

Q. Horati Flacci Opera. Edited by F. A. Cornish, Assistant 
Master at Eton. With a Frontispiece after a design by L. Alma 
Tadcma, etched by I^jcopold Lowenstam. * ^ • 

Edgar Allan Poe’s Poems. With an Essay on his Poetry by 
Andrew Lang, and a Frontispiece by Linlcy Sambournc. 

Shakspere’s Sonnets. Edited EDvf^yiD Dowden. With a 
Frontispiece etched by Leopold Lowenstam, after the Death 
Mask. • • 

English Odes. Selected by Edmund Gosse. Wflh Froftlis- 

^ jicce on India paper by Jlamo Thornycroft, A, R.A. * 

Of the Imitation of Christ. By Thomas a Kemfis. A 
revised Translation, \fith Frontispiqpe oa Incfla paj^bif^rom a 
Design by W. B. Richmond. 

Pdbms: Selected from •Percy Bysshe Shelley. Dedicat^ t(» 
Lady Shelley. With a Preface by Richard Garnett and a 

• Miniature Frontispiece. 

PARSLOE^ ^Our Railways. Sketches, Historical and 

. Descriptive. With Practical Information as to Fares and Rates, 
etc., and a Chapter on Railway Reform. Crown Sbo, 6 j. 

PATONi A, A,^A HistdiPy of the Kfipyptian Revolution, froiji 
the Period of the Mamelukes to the Death of Mohammed Ali. 
Seqpnd Edition. 2 vols. Demy 8vo, yj. 6rf. , 

PAC/L, Ci Biographical Sketches. "Crown 8vo, yj. 6^/^ 

Faith and Unfaith, ahd other Essays. Crown 8vo, ys.ed, 

Paul of Tarsus. By the Author of “Rabbi Jeshua.” Crown 8vo, 

^ 4 ^. ea. \ • 

PAC/LI, RAfthoid.‘^Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, the 
CieAor of the Hwse of Commons. Crown* 8vo, 6s. 
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* PEMBERTON^ T. ^</^*zir.-^Charles Dickens and the Stage/ A 

Record of his Connection with the Drama. Crown 8vo, 6r. 

• f 

EEZZIf Domenico, — Aryan* Philology, according to the' most recent 
researches (Glottologia Ada Recentissima). Translated by £. S. 
Roberts. Crown 8vo, 6x. 

PFEIFFER^ Women and Work, An Essay on the 

Relation to Health and Physical Development of the Higher 
Education of Girls, Crown 8vo, 6 s, 

Phantasms of the Living. By Edmund Gurney, Frederic W. 
H. Myers, M.A., and Frank Fodmore, M.A. 2 vols. Demy 
8vo, 21s, 

Philological ^ciety, Transactions of. Published irregularly. 
Lj^t of Publications on application. 

PICC/OTTO, Taw".— Sketches of Angle- Jewish History. Demy 
8vo, 12^. • • 

Pierce &ambit ; Chess Papers and Problems. By James 
Pierce, M.A., and W, Timbrell Pierce. Crown 8vo, 6j. 6 (i. 

PIESSE, tileries ZT.—Ghpmistry in. the Brewing-Room. Being 
the substance of a Course of Lessons to Practical Brewers. 
Fcap., SJ. 

PLIMSOLL^ ^IsAr/f/^/.-r^^ttleiShlps : being the Fifth Chapter of An 
Appeal for Sur Seamen,” With 46 Illustrations. 5^. Cheap 
Edition, is. • 1 

• • , ’ 

The Letters of Pliny the Younger. Translated by 
D. Lewis. Post 8vo, 5J. r * 

PLUMPTRE^ Charles King’s College V^ectures on Elocu- 

4 *^i8n. Fourth Edition. Post 8vo, 15J. * 

1 PO(hl,Ey W. /'.—An Index to Periodical Literature. Third 
• Edition. Royal 8vo, ^3 13/, 6 d. * * 

POOLE, W, and FLETCifER, W. Indek to Periodical 
Literature. P'irst Supplement. 1882 ^to 1887. Royal 8vo, 
£i 16/. 

Practical Guides.— France, Belgium, Holland, and the Rhine, is. 
Italiaiy Lakes, u. Wintering Places of the ^outh. 2s, 
Switzerland, Savoy, and North Italy. 2s. 6 d. General Con« 
tinental Guide. 5/. Geneva, is, Paris, is. Bernese Ober- 
land. 9 IX. Italy. 4r. ^ 

PlklGf Tltx.— Black? is White ; or, Continuity Continued. Crown 
* 8vo, 3 x. 6 d. * 

The Prlgment; The Life of a Prig; Prig’s Bede; 
Ho%y to k^ke a Saint; The Ghurgress, In 1 vol. 
Crown 8vo, 6x. • » 

Hoij^^nce of the Recusants. Crown 8vo, jx. ,, 
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rURITZ^ Code-Book of Gyxftnastic Kxerciscs. Trans-* 

lated by O. Knofe and J. \V. Macqueen. 32mo, is. bJ. 

RAFSON^ Edward y. — The Struggle between Bngland and 
France for Supremacy in India. Crown 8vc, 4X. bd, 

RAVENSTEIN'^ E. G.^ and HULLEY^ John . — The Gymnasium 
and its Fittings. With 14 Plates of Illustrations. 8vo, 2j.6(/. • 

READEy IVinwood . — The Martyrdom of Man. Thirteenth Edition. 
8vo, 7 j. bd. 

RENDELLy J. iWI— Concise Handbook of the Island of 
Madeira. With Plan of F unchal and Map of the Island, Second 
Edition. Fcap. 8vo, is, 6 d. 

R/IYS, Lectures on "Syelsh Philology ,% Second Edition. 

Crown 8vo, 15J. ^ ^ • 

RIDEALy C. F.— Wellerisms, from “ Pickwick ” anH Master 
Humphrey’s Clock.” t iSmqy 2 j. 

RIPPERy Machine Drawing and iJeslg#, for En- 

gineering Students and Practical Engineers. Illustrated by 55 
Plates and numerous Explanatory Notes.* Royal 4tO| 251. 

ROBINSONy A, Mary F.-ATlfe Fortunate Lovers. •Twenty-seven 
Novels of the Queen of Navarre. Large crown 8vo, ioj. bd. 

ROLFEy Eustace Nevillcy and INGLEBY^ Holcombe. — Naples in 
1888 . With Illustrations. Cft>wn 8 v(p, 6^. * 

ROSMINI SERBAT/y Antonio.—'lAt^, By t^e Rev. W. LocKiiART. 

2 vols. With Portraits. Crown 8vo, I2f. , ^ 

ROSSy Percy.— E. Professor of Alchemy. Crown 8vop3J.^6rf'. < 

ROC/tIeDGE, Reif. C. F.— History of S. Martin’s* Church, 
Canterbury. With F'rontispiecc. C(own 8vo, 5ib ^ 

ROUTLEDGEy English Rule and Native Opinio in 

• India. 8vo, ioj. bd. * 

RXILEy Martifiy M,A, — The Lif^ and Tim^s of St. Anselm, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the 
Britaihs. *2 vols. Demy 8vo, 32J. 

RUTHERFORDy The Autobiography of Mark Ruther- 

ford and Mark Rutherford’s Deliverance. Edited by 
Reuben SHAPcdlT. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo, Sj. 

The Revolution in Tanner’s Lane. Edited by Reuben * 
Shapcott. Crown 8vo, yj. bd. ^ ^ . 

Miriam’s Schoolings and other Papers. Edited by Re^uen 
Shapcott. Crown 8vo, 6x. 

SALAMANy yoseph Seymour,— ^Marks : The^r Registra- 
tion and Protection in the UnHed Kingdom and 
* Abroad. Also the Merchandise Marks Act, 1^7. Crown 
SvD, 5 j. 
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ST, CLAIR^ Buried Cities and Bible Countries. 

With numerous Flang and Illustrations. Large crown 8vO| ps, bd, 

ST, HILL^ Katharine, — The Grammar of Palmistry. With 
i8 Illustrations. i2mo, \s, 

, SAMURLSOK, James, — India, Past and Present : Historical, 
Social, &nd Political. With a Map, Explanatory Woodcuts and 
Collotype Views, Portraits, etc., from 36 Photographs. 8vo, 21s, 

History of Drink. A Review, Social, Scientific, and Political, 
Second Edition. 8vo, 6 s, ^ 

Bulgaria, Past and Present s Historical, Politicaf, and De- 
scriptive. With Map and numerous Illustrations. Demy 8vo, 
lOJ. 6 d, • y 

Boardrs of Conciliation and Arbitration for the Settle- 
ment of Labour pisputes. Demy 8vo, sewed, u. • 

SANDWITK^ R ilf.-^gypt as a Winter Resort. Crown 8vo, 
Zs, 6 d. 

SANTIAGOE^ Z?fl«fV/.c-The Curry Cook’s Assistant. Fcap. 8vo, 
clolti.^j. 6 d , ; papejr covers, u. » • 

SAYCEy Rev, Archihald Henry. — Introduction to the Science of 
, Language. Ne|v and Cheaper Edition. 2vols. Crown 8vo, 95. 

SAYWELLy J. 2 :.— New Po](hilar Handbook of County Dia- 
lects. Crown jB VO, 51. * 

SCH^IBLEfkC. AT.— An Bssay on the Systematic Training of 
■ the (Body. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

SCHLEli^ERy August.— h. Compenefium of •the Compaf^atiVe 
(jammer o{ the Indo-£uropean, Satnskrit, Greek, 

« and Latin Languages. Translated from the .Third German 

• % Edition by Herbert Bendall. 2 ^arts. 8vo, 13J. 6 d, ^ 

SCOOKESy W, Baptiste.— Y ovlt Centuries of English Letters : 
A Selection 0^350 Letters oy 150 Writers, from the Period of the 
Paston Letters to the Present Time. Tlprd Edition. Large 
croW 8vo, 6 j. 

SCOTTy Benjamin.— P l State Iniquity: Its Rise, Extension, 
and Overthrow. Demy 8vo, plaixycloth, 31. 6 d, Tgih, 5r. 

^SETLBYy H, ilf.— The Shakespeare Classical Dictionary; or, 
Mytholodcal Allusions in the Plays of Shakespeare Explained. 

• Fcap. 8^, IJ. • 

SelWyn, Bishop, of New Zealand and^ Lkhfield, A Sketch of his 
Life and Work, with Further Gleanings fron\ his Letters, 
Sermohs, and Speeches. By the Rev. Canon Curteis. Large 
crown 8vo, 7 j. w. * 

SERJEANTy W, C. The Astrologerls Guide (Anima 

Aerologies). Demy 8yo, Js, 6^. • 
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» • 

Sh'akspere’s "Works. The Avon Edition, 12 vols., fcap. 8vo, cloth, 

^ i8j. ; in cloth box, 2IJ. ; bound in ^ vols., cloth, 15^. 

Shakspere’s Works, an Index to. By Evangeline O’Connor. 
Crown 8vo, 5J. 

SHAKESPEARE.^l^he Bankside Shakespeare. The Comedies, 
Histories, and Tragedies of Mr. William Shakespeare, as pre- 
sented at the Globe and Blackfriars Theatres, area 1591-1623. 
Being the Text furnished the Players, in parallel pages with the 
first revised folio text, with Critical Introductions, ^vo, 12s. 

A New Study of Shakespeare. An Inquiry into the Con- 
nection of the Plays and Poems, with the Origins of the Classical 
Drama, and with the Platonic Philosophy, thrctigh the Mysteries. 
Demy 8vo, loj*. 6</. ^ t 

Shakespeare’s Cymbeline. Edited, with Notes^ by C. M, 
Ingleby. Crown 8vo, is.i 6 d. * ^ 

A New Variorum Bdition of Shakespeare. <^dited by 
Horace Howard Furness. Royal 8vo. Vol. I. Romeo and 
Juliet. i8j. Vol. II. Macbeth. i8j.* Vols. III. and IV. 
Hamlet. 2 vols. Vol. V. ^ing Lear. i^. Vol. VI. 

Othello. i8j. 

Shakspere Society (The New). — Subscription, one guinea per 
annum. List of Publications oi^applicaliou. • 

SHELLEY^ Percy By Edward Dowden, LL.D. 

2 vols. With Portraits. Demy^vo, 36^.. , 

Shore, Journal of Bmily. With Portrait and FacsiitiilQ* Crown 
» »8vo, 6 s. I • 

S/BREE, Janies^ J^n. — ^The Gre£t African 'JEslantd. Chj|iters on 
^Madagascar. A Popular Account 6f the Physical Geography, 
etc., of the Country. With Physical and Ethnological Ma]^ and 
* 4 Illustrations. 8vo* lor. 6 d, * 

SIGERSON^ Geot^e^ Politidkl Prisoners at Home and 

Abroa^. '^ith Appendix on Dietaries. Crown 8vo^ 2s. 6 d. 

SIMCOX, Episodes in the Lives of Men, Women, 

and Lovers. Crown 8vo, js. 6 d. • 

SINCLAIR, ^says : in Three Kinds. Crown 8w, 

is, 6 d. ; WTappers, u. 

TraVel Sketch. Crown Svo, 5j. 

Sinclairs of England (The^. Crown Svo, 12s, 

SINNETT, J. P.— The Occult World. Fourth Edition. Crown 
Svo, 3J. 6 d, • 

incidents in the Life of Madame Biayatsky. Demy Svo, 

lOSttdn 
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' Skinner, James : A Medioir. By the Author of “Charles Lowdw.'* 
With a Preface by the Rev, Canon Carter, and Portrait. 
Large crown, 7 j. 6 i'.* r 

*** Also a cheap Edition. With Portrait. Fourth Edition. Crown 
8vo, 3J. td, 

• SAl/TH, IIunHngton.-^X Century of American Literature : 

Benjamin Franklin to James Russell Lowell. Crown 
8vo, 6 j. 

SMITH, 5 ’.— The Divine Government, Fifth Edition. Crown 
8vo, 6.r. « 

SMYTH, A’. Brqftgh. — The Aborigines of Victoria. Compiled 
for the Government of Victoi^i. With Maps, Plates, and Wood- 
culO. 2 vols. Royal 8vo, 31. 

Soldiers’ Grievances. Cr^wn 8 vd, seweel, Sd, 

Sophocl^ ; The Seven Plays in English Verse. Translated by Lewis 
Campbell. Crown 8vo, js. 6 d. 

Specinierfe of En^ish Prose St;^le^from Malory to Ma- 
caufay. SclcctcA and Annotated, with an Introductory Essay, 
by George Saintsbury. Large crown 8vo, printed on hand- 
made paper, parq^ment antique or cloth, 12j. ; vellum, 15^. 

SPEDDING, yavuss’^YiQ Life and Times of Francis Bacon. 

^ 2 vols. Post 8vo, 21J. « 

•• •< • 

Spiifoza, ^nedict de : llis Life, Correspondence, and Ethics. By 
WILLIS, M.D. 8vo, 21J. ^ ^ 

SPRAGUE^ CAa;|^^jA.T-Handbook of Volapiik s The International 
c *Tianguage. S&cond Edition. Ci'»wn 8yo, 5L 

« STHABING, Rev. T. R. R. The Naturalist of Gum^rae : 

* Being the Life of David Robertson. Crown 8vo, 6 j. 

STOKES, fcoidelica : Old and Early-Middle Irish GlosSes. 

P«ose and Verse. Second Edition. Med. 8vo, <8 j. 

STRACHEY,Siry<>hH,G.C.S.I.--lndii^. With Map. Demy 8vo, 15^. 

STREET, y. C.— The Hidden Way across the Threshold ; or, 

' The Mystery which hath been hidden for Ages andjrom Genera- 
tions. ^With Plates. Large 8vo, 15^. 

SUMNER, W. G.— What Social Glasses owe to Each Other. 

* i8mo, 3r. 6^. \ 

SIVINBC/RNE, Algernon Charles.^ A. Word for 'the Navy. 
Imperial i 6 mo 95 r. • 

The Bibliography of Swinburne, 1857-1887. Crown'8vO| 

vqJjjfiQi gilt, 6x. 



Klgan Panl^Trhich, Triibner & Co's Publications, 29 


Syiva, Carmen (Queen of Roumunia), *fhe lafe of. Translated by* 
Baroness Deichmann. With 4 Portraits and i Illustration. Svo, 

• I2J, • 

TAYLER^ J, 7.— A Retrospect of the Religious Life of 
Bngland ; or. Church, Puritanism, and Free Inquiry. Second 
Edition. Post Svo, yj. td, ^ 

TA VLOR, Rev, Canon Isaac, LL.D. — The Alphabet. An Account of 
the Origin and Development of Letters. With numerous Tables 
' and Facsimiles. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 36^. 

Leayeff from an Egyptian Note^book. Crown Svo, 5J. 

TA YLOR, Sir /Arw/y.— The Statesman. Fcap. Svo, 3J. 6.'. 

Taylor, Reynell, C.B.,,C.S.L : A Biography.* By K. Gamuier 
Parry. With Portrait ii?!d Map. DemyCvo, 14^^ 

Technological Dictionary of the T^rms employed in the Arts and 
Sciences ; Architecture ; Efigincoring ; l^chanics ; Shipbuilding 
and Navigation; Metallurgy; Mathematics, etc.* Second Edition. 

3 vols. Svo. 

Vot. I. German-English-French. I2r. 

. Vol. If. English-Gerif^ii-French. I2sk 
Vol. IIT. French-Gcrman-Englibh. 15^“. 

THACKERAY, Rev. S. JK, LZ./?— The i:-and and the Com- 
munity. Crown Svo, 6d.* • ^ * 

THACKERAY^ Wiiitam Makepeacc.^^n Es?%y on the Genius of 
George Gruikshank. Reprinted verbatim fr^ the 
•minster Review, 40 Illustrations, Large paper Ec^ition, Koyal , 
• •Svo, yj. 6</. f • ^ •• 


Svo, lOf. (id, ’ • 

TIIOMFSOK, Diet in Rdlatlon to Age and Activity. 

Fcap. Syo, ejoth, u. 6d. ; paper covers, u. 

Modern Cremation : its History and Practl&. Crown 
Svo, paper is, ; cloth, 2s, ^ 

Tobacco Talk and Smokers* Gossip. i6mo, 2s, 

TRANT, Trade Unions; Their Origin, Objects, alid • 

^fiicacy. Small crown Svo, is, 6d , ; paper covers, is, 

TRENCH, The late R, C., Archbishop ,— and Memorials. 
By the Author of ‘^’Charles Lowder.** With two Portraits. 

2 vols; Svo, 2is, 

A Household Book of English Poetry. •Selected and 
* Arranged, with Notes. Fourth Edition, Revised. Extra fcap. 
Svy, 5r. 


Sultan Sto^k ; and other Stories and jlSkctebes. •i^9'XS44. 
Now First Collected! To which iv adcTcd the Bibiiograpliy of 
Thackeray, Revised and Considerably Enlarged. Larne^emv 
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•• I'RENCH^ The late R, C*., Archbishop — continued, . 

An Kssay on the Life and Genius of Calderon. With 
Translations from hte “Life’s a Dream” and “Great Theatre of 
the World.” Second Edition^ Revised and Improved. Extra 
fcap. 8vo, 5 j. 6^. 

Gustavus Adolphus in Germany* and other Lectures 
on the Thirty Years* War. Third Edition, Enlarged. 
Fcap. 8vo, 4r. " 

Plutarch : his Life, his Lives, and his Morals. Second 
Edition, Enlarged. Fcap. 8vo, 3^. 6^. ^ 

Remains of the late Mrs. Richard Trench, fieing Selec- 
tions from her Journals, Letters, and other Papers. New and 
Cheaper issue. With Portr^. 8vo^ dr. 

Lectures on Mediaeval Church History. Being the Sub- 
stance of Lectures delv/ered at Queen’s College, London. SecollU 
l^itioi^ 8 vo^12j. * 

English, Past and Present. Thirteenth Edition, Revised and 
Improved. Fcap. 8vo, 5 j. . 

On thp Study of Words.# Twentieth Edition, Revised. 
Fcap. 8vo, 5J. * 

Select Glossary ^f English Words used Formerly in 
Senses Diligent from the Present. Seventh Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged. Fcap^ 8vo, 5^, 

k Prov^bs and ^Theiv* Lessons. Seventh Edition, Enlarged. 

• Fcap. 8vo, 4s, 

TRIMEf^^ Roland, — South- African IButterfVes. A Mon<^rap(i of 
thp Ext^-Tropical Species. With I2 Coloured Plates. 3 vols. 
« i^emy 8vo, £i i2Ss 6d, * ' ^ 

f TR&i^fBULL, H, C%.— The Blood-povenant, a Pripaitive 
* Rite, and its Bearings on Scripture. Post 8yo, 7 j. td, 

TURNER^ Charles Adtt/ard . — Count Tolstoi, as Novelist and Thinker, 
lectures delivered at the Royal Institution* Csown 8vo, 3J. 6d, 

The Modem Novelists of Russia. Lectures delivered at 
the Ta^or Institution, Oxford. Crown 8vo, 3;. 6d. ^ 

T^EEDIE^ Mrs, Alec,^T}[i% Ober-Amxfiergau Passion Play, 
1890. Small crown 8vo^ ar. 

UMLAUFT, Rlro/, The Alps. Translated by Louisa Brough. 

^ With 110 Illustrations and 2 Ma^. Royal 8vo, 25^. 

VESCELIUS SHELDON^ An* I. D. B. in South Africa. 

Illustrated by G. E. Graves and Al. HencxeT. Crown 8vo. 

Yankee Girls in Zijiu-Land. Illustrated by G. E. Graves. 
C|^wn 8vo, 5J. 
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Victoria Government, Publicationv of the. \IJst iu preparation.^ 

VINCENT^ — Around and about South America. 

• Twenty Months of Quest and Query. With Maps, Plans, and 
54 Illustrations. Medium 8vo, 21s. 

IVAITE, A. Lives of Alchemystical Philosophers. Demy 
Svo, loj. 6d. i 

The Magical Writings of Thomas Vaughan, Small 4to, 
lor. 

The Real History of the Rosicrucians. With Illustrations. 
Q|ro#n Svo, yj. 6d, 

The Mysteries of Magic. A Digest of the Writings of filiphas 
L6vi. With Illustration^ Demy Svo, lOj. 6V. 

TVAE'E, C. Serpenl-Worship, aiid oth^r Kssays, 

with a Chapter on Totemism. Demy Svo, lor. 6d, 

The Development of ^ittarriuge aikd KUnsh^. Demy 
Svo, iSj. ^ 

Wales^— Through North Wales with a Knapsack. By Four 
Schoolmistresses, With a Sketch Map. ^mall crowfi Svo, 2s. 6d. 

PFALZf Geor^.—The Natural History of Thought in its 
Practical Aspect, from its Origin in Infancy. Demy 
Svo, I2J. 6d. , 

WALLACE^ Alfred Rn5scL-~-OwL Miracles and Modem Spirit- 
ualism. Second Edition, (^own Sv«, 5^. ^ 

WALPQLE, Chas. George.— E Short History of Ireland froih the 
, ^ Earliest Times to, the Union with Grea^f^Britain. 

* With 5 Maps^and Appendices. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 

JVARTERj Old Shropshire* Oak. 4 vols. * fJcmjnSvo, 

. 56 ^. ^ . 

WATSON, K. G.— Spanish and Portuguese South Amerika 
• during \he Colonial PAiod. 2 vote. Post Svo, 21s. 

WEAVER, Frederick fTi/Ziaw.— Wells Wills, arranged in 
Parishes and Annotated. Demy Svo, loj. 6d. 

WEDGWOOD, H.—A Dictionary of English^ Etymology. 
Fourth Edition, Revised and Enlarged. With Introductioi^ on 
the Origin of Language. Svo, £,\ is. 

Contested Etymologies in the Dictionary of the R^v. 
W. W. Skeat. Crown Svo, 5J. * ^ 

WEDGWOOD, yulia.—'The Moral Ideal. An Historic Study. 
Second Edition. Demy Svo, gs.^ ^ 

WEISBACH, Theoretical Mgchaillcs. With 902 Wood- 

cuts, Demy Svo, 31J. 6d. 
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